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FEATURED HOME

by Lise S. Beane

Huge, One-Bedroom Plus
Study Is An Architectural Gem
If fine townhouses, like fine art, had a
provenance, this one would list John Quincy
Adams, great grandson and grandson of the
second and sixth president of the United
States, as its original owner. Built for Adams
in 1882 by the architectural firm of Snell and
Gregerson (designers of the historic Endicott
Cushing Mansion at 165 Marlborough Street
in the Back Bay) these two architects were
renowned for placing the piano nobile, or
principal floor of their townhouses, on the
second level to further elevate it from the
ground. Typically this floor had soaring ceilings, an ornate interior with luxurious finishes and extraordinary details. The huge 1,695square-foot condominium with one bedroom
plus a study at 177 Commonwealth Avenue is
on the second floor of the townhouse and
enjoys this stature. It is simply one of the most
beautiful one-bedroom condominiums in
Boston.
Baronial-Size Paneled Living and
Dining Area, Elongated Galley Kitchen
A tour of the home highlights its many fine
qualities. The stately façade of the building is
in the Academic Brick style with a cream-colored base and bay windows trimmed in Nova
Scotia sandstone accented with black
wrought-iron Juliet balconies.

Inside the double-door entrance,
the gracious townhouse lobby is a
work of art with
Ionic columns,
thick wainscoting,
a beamed ceiling
and a double staircase.
One flight up,
this residence of
this
nine-unit
building offers a
comfortable world
of
refinement.
From its entry
foyer,
through
double wood doors
custom fit with
brass hardware,
enter a magnificent baronial-size
front living room
overlooking the tree-lined Commonwealth
Avenue Mall with dining area. It features a
hardwood floor and handsome wood-paneled
walls decorated with raised molding.
A high-contrast white and russet marble
fireplace mantel, featuring a central frieze of
children playing is on the wall to the right.
Above it a mirror hangs where once a portrait
of John Adams was proudly displayed. That
painting by Gilbert Stuart is now in the

Museum of Fine
Arts. A huge triple
window set in a
bay is at the far end
of the large room
with a Juliet balcony outside. To
the left of the bay
is a fourth window
set before the dining area. This
impressive room
has thick, ornate
crown molding.
The next room
is an elongated galley kitchen with
an original fireplace, plenty of
granite counter
space for meal
preparation, cabinets and appliances.
Off a central hallway, which connects this
floor-through home to the huge back master
bedroom suite, is a guest bathroom with a
shower stall.
Lavish Master Bedroom Suite
With Fireplace and Bathroom
The romantic master bedroom suite is last.
This lavish suite includes a beautifully finished
master bedroom with a massive fireplace, a
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chandelier and wall sconces, a walk-in closet,
a back wall of windows with a Juliet balcony, a
totally separate, charming study or home office
off to the side, and a master bathroom with a
double-sink vanity and bathtub/shower combination. This elegant retreat is large, light,
open and airy. When you are in this bedroom
with decorated ceiling, it is hard to believe you
are in this city, or century.
On Sunny Side of
Commonwealth Ave.
Situated between Dartmouth and Exeter
Streets in the Back Bay, this turn-of-the-20thcentury masterpiece home is in a prime location. It is an easy walk to fashionable
Newbury Street’s boutiques, outdoor cafés and
art galleries, Copley Square’s Boston Public
Library, the Copley Place mall, train station,
bus and T stops, and to the Charles River
Esplanade, Boston Public Garden and Beacon
Hill.
This condominium has everything you
could want. In the heat of the summer, the
central air conditioning is appreciated. There
is a laundry closet with a full-size washer and
dryer, plus storage and clothes closets. A
direct access parking space is included in
back.
This historic one-bedroom condominium
with study and parking is exclusively offered
at $1,495,000 by Tim Marsh of Marsh
Properties. For a tour, call 716-0240.

