
Christopher J. Barrett Realtors welcomes two new Realtors

Get ready to sell your home

If you’re thinking 
about selling, consider 
staging your house. 

According to the National 
Association of REALTORS, 
71% of sellers’ agents 
believe a well-staged 
environment increases 

the dollar value buyers are willing to offer. While staging isn’t 
guaranteed to get you more money for your home, it’s an important 

marketing tool to help you compete at the right price, which means 
you may sell your home faster and for more money.

Staging takes more than running the vacuum and fluffing the 
pillows, but it also doesn’t mean you have to remove your furniture 
and replace it with something you’d see in a magazine. It means you 
should declutter, repair, update, and depersonalize.

Take a few minutes to look around the house and do some of the 
following time-tested tips:

 •  Light up your living areas with lamps. New lamps provide both 
lighting and appealing decor.
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Heidi Rossicone 

The Spring housing market is in full swing, with several new 
houses coming on the market each week. Houses that are 
priced to sell are selling quickly with multiple offers, often 

over the asking price.

Whether you’ve already decided to sell your home, or you’re 
considering taking the first step, it’s important that you have a 

professional work with you to help you make the right decisions. 
Christopher J. Barrett Realtors not only knows the community, we 
know the market and what the best price for your home is in today’s 
hot real estate market. We have more than 50 years of helping 
people like you sell their home. We not only know the market, we 
know HOW to market your home!

If you’re looking to become a home owner, we can help you find the 
home of your dreams in your price range. Buying a home is a major 
decision and making sure you have the right agent working with you 
is the first step in making your dream come true. We’ll help you get 
the right house at the price that’s right for you.  

We’ve provided some tips in this newsletter that will help you get 
your home ready to sell. If you’re a buyer, you’ll also find some 
helpful information you can rely on when you begin your search.  

Whatever stage of life that you’re in, the team of professional 
Realtors at Christopher J. Barrett Realtors is ready to help you in this 
process, with experience, and integrity, for two generations!

Our agents are well qualified to help you make the right decisions.   

“We are happy to welcome Tracy and Heidi to Christopher J. Barrett Realtors,” company president Marilyn Barrett said. “Their knowledge of the 
area and the real estate market and trends will be great assets to our company and the communities we serve.” 

Tracy, a former resident of Pepperell and 
South Boston, is an IT Product Manager 
at Harvard Law School and has been a 

licensed real estate agent for the past few years. 
She earned her Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Management from Babson College in 2011, 
where she played basketball, soccer and softball.

Heidi, a lifelong resident of Wakefield, is a 
graduate of Wakefield High School and 
Newbury College, where she earned her 

Associate’s degree in business management. She 
was previously associated with Genuity, Trainor 
Consulting Group and Care.com, and she is 
currently associated with Harrington’s Restaurant 
as the Function Coordinator. Heidi and her husband 
are the parents of three young children.

(continued on back)

Tracy Ericson

Tracy Ericson of Melrose and Heidi Rossicone of Wakefield have joined the team at Christopher J. Barrett Realtors of Wakefield. 



The Greenwood School 
recently received a donation 
for its 4th annual Gator Gallop 
around Lake Quannapowitt, 
which was held in April. The 
race benefited the Greenwood 
PTO and the Wakefield 
Educational Foundation.

Christopher J. Barrett Realtors 
has been a tremendous 

supporter of school, civic and athletic organizations and programs in 
its service territory throughout its 48-year history. The Greenwood 
Gator Gallop and the Walton School Spring Fling were just two of the 
many donations the company has made so far this year!

Supporting the communityBuying your first home? 

Although owning your own home comes with financial 
and emotional benefits, home ownership comes with 
great responsibility, too.

If you’re thinking about buying your first home, there are some 
questions you need to ask yourself before you begin the process. 

Are you financially ready?
Buying a home requires a big financial commitment. Not only do 
you need the income to support it, you’ll need a down payment 
of a minimum of 5% to 7% of the cost of the home, plus closing 
costs, which will vary based on where you live and what taxes 
your state and city require you to pay. And if you put down less 
than 20%, you’ll pay private mortgage insurance, (called PMI), 
which protects the lender in case of default. Once you reach a 
certain threshold on your loan to value ratio, you will be able to 
cancel your PMI. 

You’ll also need a good credit history. The higher your credit 
score, the more competitive your interest rates will be. Lenders 
also want borrowers to have a certain level of cash flow each 
month, and that means considering how much you’re paying out 
to other lenders. Ideally, a borrower’s debt-to-income ratio (how 
much you pay toward debt each month divided by your gross 
monthly income), should fall below 36%. 

Are your dreams bigger than reality?
Once house hunting begins, you could find that the home of your 
dreams may be out of your reach. Look around and go to open 
houses to see what is available in your price range. Your first 
house may be a starter home, one that you can make into the 
home of your dreams. 

Are you ready to make the move? 
Will you be able to handle the emotional – and financial – 
surprises that homeowners can face. Will your taxes go up? Will 
the refrigerator stop working? Will your homeowner association 
dues go up?  

Even if you can cover those unexpected repairs or purchases, 
are you ready for the mental and emotional responsibly to take 
care of them when they arise? You’ll need to be ready to find a 
plumber, an electrician, or decide what refrigerator to buy. 

Buying your first home can be a stressful – but very exciting – 
time! Only you know if you’re financially and emotionally ready. 
If your life situation has changed or is about to change, you 
might need the extra room, especially if you’re starting a family. 
You may also be ready to tackle all those do-it-yourself projects 
that you see on TV. 

Buying a first home is a big change, but it can be one of the most 
rewarding life choices you’ll make! 

Call us today if you’re ready to find that first home! We’ll help 
you every step of the way!

Get ready to sell your home
 (continued from front)
 •  Whatever amount of furniture you have in your living room, 

remove a few pieces to make the room feel spacious.
 •  Clear everything from kitchen countertops except one or two 

decorative items, such as a vase of flowers or bowl of fresh fruit.
 • Empty all trash cans and move them out of sight.
 •  Remove televisions or video game consoles from bedrooms to 

depersonalize and create a serene setting.
 •  If your dining room is too formal, or too casual, change it out by 

adding an attractive table runner and a few decorative elements 
like small floral vases or short candle holders.

 •  Pack up and hide all your personal products from your bathroom, 
including medicines and toiletries. 

 •   Neutralize the color of the walls. If any rooms are painted in dark 
colors, repaint them in white or beige.

 •   Paint adjacent rooms the same color to make the whole space 
feel larger.

 •   Declutter by pre-packing for your move. Box up books, clothes, 
and personal items and place them neatly in the garage or rent a 
storage unit. It may just pay for itself!

 •   Finally, do a deep cleaning of your house. Consider hiring a 
professional cleaning service to clean from top to bottom, 
including your carpets, before showing your house. 
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Get your Spring Cleaning going by  
shredding your old documents for FREE!

Saturday, May 20th, 2017
11 am to 2 pm  

or until shredder reaches capacity

CJ Barrett parking lot
(73 Albion Street)

Shred personal papers, pay stubs, old bank statements
(limited to 2 cartons per person)

Shred Event 


