
The Fall and Winter months can be a great time to prepare your home 
to sell. You’ve probably seen enough home improvement and sell-
your-home TV shows to know that prospective buyers often can’t 

see past the owners’ decor to really see what’s most important about a 
house – the floor plan and the space. That’s why it’s important to make the 
home look as neutral and appealing as possible.
Updating isn’t as expensive as once was, and there are many things 
that you can do that will ensure that your home makes the right first 
impression, especially if your home needs a little cosmetic updating. A 
new coat of paint in a trendy, neutral color can make a significant impact. 
You should make sure that you make your home as appealing as possible, 

not only in person, but in photographs. Remember that most buyers start 
their home search online, and they may quickly reject a home if the listing 
photos aren’t appealing.
Here are some things you can do to get your home ready to sell:
Remove all clutter, personal photos, knickknacks and other personal items. 
Cleaning out clutter creates more space. 
Remove some furniture. Put bigger pieces of furniture in storage if you 
can to open up the space and make your home look larger. Make sure your 
furniture doesn’t hid your home’s selling points like the fireplace or the 
view outside your windows. continued on back
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Christopher J. Barrett Realtors has served the real estate needs 
of Wakefield and surrounding communities with experience, 
integrity and commitment for nearly 50 years. Founded by 

Christopher J. Barrett and Marilyn Barrett in 1969, the firm has 
consistently been the number one producer in Wakefield, representing 
and selling more properties than any other real estate firm in the 
community. 
This year alone, from January 1st to September 30, 2017, Christopher J. 
Barrett Realtors were the top producers in Wakefield 
accounting for a total sales volume of $29.6 million 
. Additionally, Christopher J. Barrett Realtors listed 
more properties than the next nine offices combined.
We think that our success comes from the fact that 
Christopher J. Barrett Realtors are local people 
who live and work in the communities we serve. 
All Barrett Realtors are active in community 
organizations and associations. They know the 
communities and the market. We also support 
local organizations and businesses, donating both 
financially, and in many cases physically, to nearly 
every community and civic event in Wakefield and 
other communities. 
As a second-generation family business, we 
have deep roots in Wakefield and its surrounding 
communities. Our Realtors are your neighbors 
and your friends, your coaches and your fellow 
volunteers. 
We also think that our success is the result of our 
Realtors’ dedication and commitment to good old-

fashioned customer service, the kind of hands-on service that our buyers 
and sellers deserve when they make one of the most important - and 
financially significant - decisions of their life. At the same time, our 
commitment extends to meeting and exceeding the rapidly changing 
needs of our customers in this technology-driven world. 
Thank you from making us the number one real estate firm in Wakefield. 
Our Realtors are ready to guide you and assist you in buying or selling 
your home – let us help make your dream a reality!
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Happy Holidays 

Staging your Home to Sell Doesn’t Have to Break the Bank



Winterizing Tips 

We all know that Winter 
will soon be upon us. 
There are a few things 

that you can do now to get ready 
for the cold weather.

1.   Seal up drafty windows and 
doors with caulking and 
weather-stripping to better 
insulate and prevent heat from 
escaping. 

 2.  Cleaning your chimney before the cold weather hits will remove the buildup of soot 
and debris that accumulated throughout the year, preventing fires from breaking out. 
Once cleaned out, invest in chimney balloons as an effective way of eliminating 
drafts from the major source of heat loss in most homes.

 3.  Regularly change your heating filters to increase the efficiency of your furnace and 
maintain its working condition. 

 4.  Swap your manual thermostat for a programmable one to cut energy costs. 
Electronic thermostats automatically adjust by learning the temperature patterns in 
your home. 

 5.  Keep your thermostat programmed to the lowest temperature while still being 
comfortable to save on your energy bill. Each degree lowered could save you 1% on 
your heating costs! 

 6.  Hire a professional! Home energy auditors will thoroughly inspect your property 
from the attic to the basement and assess where you could make improvements to 
decrease spending and increase efficiency and comfort. These services may lead to 
tax incentives, too! 

 7.  Insulate any exposed pipes to prevent them from freezing and bursting. 

 8.  Keep rain gutters clean in order to protect your roof from ice buildup. 

 9.  Make sure you stock up on ice salt, replace any worn snow shovels, and check that 
your snow blower has been serviced and has plenty of gas.

 10.   Inspect your yard and trim any broken or weak tree limbs. Heavy snow and ice 
could cause them to snap, potentially leading to extensive and expensive damage to 
houses or cars. 

Staging your Home 
to Sell Doesn’t Have 
to Break the Bank 
continued from front

Make sure everything is clean. Wash the 
windows, clear the cobwebs, and scrub the 
grout in the tile floors. Make sure that the 
furniture is clean, too. 

Return your rooms to their original purpose.  If 
you turned an extra bedroom or dining room 
into an office, turn it back so that the buyer can 
envision it as it once was. 

Pay attention to the small things. Clean or 
replace light fixtures and cabinet hardware, 
make sure that each room presents itself well, 
with curtains and drapes that compliment the 
room. 

If your home has hardwood floors underneath 
carpeting, remove the carpet to expose the 
floor, Ideally, you should refinish wood floors 
but just exposing them is good, too.

And finally, when warm weather is on your 
doorstep, remember that first impressions 
matter, so make sure that your home exudes 
curb appeal. Cut the grass, trim the bushes, get 
rid of dead branches and plant some flowers. 
You can even plant your bulbs this fall for 
beautiful color in the spring. 

Take a good look around now and see what 
can be done. Replace your mailbox and house 
numbers if you need to, and clean, or paint 
your front door to make your home more 
appealing to a prospective buyer driving by! 

• The Wakefield Educational Foundation
•  Northeast Metropolitan Vocational  

School District
• Avon Breast Cancer 3 - Day Walk
• Sweetser Lecture Series
• Northeast Special Education Department
• The Scholarship Foundation of Wakefield
• West Side Social Club Fourth of July
• Independence Day Parade Committee
•  Visiting Nurse Hospice Ninth Annual 

Gala Auction
•  Wakefield High School Boys &  

Girls Sports Teams
• Wakefield Repertory Theatre, Inc.
• Wakefield Lions Club

• Wakefield Music Boosters, Inc.
• Odyssey Day School
• American Cancer Society
• Mystic Valley Elder Services
• Wakefield Track Boosters
• Wakefield Council of Clubs
• Wakefield Housing Authority
• Wakefield Historical Society
• St. Patrick’s school programs
• Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA)
• Northeast Parent Advisory Council
• Lucius Beebe Library
• Wakefield Youth Sports programs
• Jimmy Fund

• Knights of Columbus
• St. Joseph’s School
• Friends of Lake Quannapowitt
• Hartshorne House
•  Pride in Wakefield - Adopt a  

Flower Program
• Angel Flight - NE
•  Wakefield Lynnfield Chamber of 

Commerce
• Wakefield High School Drama Club
• Stoneham Theatre
• Festival Italia & Holiday Stroll 
•  Kelly Ledoux - Walsh Scholarship 

Foundation

The holidays are a time for giving. CJ Barrett Realtors provides donations to the community all year long! 
Here is a partial list of who we have donated to:


