
SPECTACULAR SALE

BY MARILYN JACKSON
STAFF WRITER

When the developers pur-
chased the Back Bay
townhouse at 197 Marl-

borough St. in April 2015, they
planned to convert the lodging house
to two luxurious condominiums.

However, those plans changed
about seven months ago when a
buyer decided it would be an ideal
single-family home that would
reflect understated elegance. The
$12,000,000 purchase was complet-
ed Sept. 9.

Bill Gehan of Campion and Com-
pany Real Estate was the listing bro-
ker for this property, and Tracy Cam-
pion, who heads the firm, was the
selling broker.

The handsome brick rowhouse has
a three-story, three-window bow,
topped with ornamental cresting. In

Continued on page 15

The townhouse at 197 Marlborough St.
in the Back Bay has been sold for
$12,000,000 and is the most expensive
single-family home sale in the city this
year.

In the Back Bay
An elegant home

from top to bottom

BY MARILYN JACKSON
STAFF WRITER

When the Old Colony Railroad expanded to Ply-
mouth in the mid-1800s, one of the “railroad
suburbs” that was developed was Ashmont

Hill in Dorchester. Mostly woodlands and apple
orchards, the area became an enclave of distinctive free-
standing homes, many built by men for themselves who
were designing homes in the Back Bay and were or
became the city architect.

One of those men was Harrison Henry Atwood, a
lawyer and trained architect who was a state legislator
and a one-term congressman. As city architect, he
designed the Bowdoin School in Jamaica Plain, which is
now a housing complex, and a firehouse on Congress
Street, which today is the Boston Fire Museum.

He built his 16-room Queen Anne/Shingle-style home
at 61 Alban St. in 1888 before he held the city post.
Today the 5,239-square-foot single-family house on a
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Updated South End condos are open
BY BARBARA FORSTER
CORRESPONDENT

Finding brand-new construction in the
South End is always exciting. Having
the choice of two homes in one of

Boston’s most picturesque neighborhoods
overlooking a tree-lined historic square with
a fountain falls into the “pinch-me-I-can’t
believe-this-is-real” category. But ’tis true.

Ralph Aucella of Keliher Real Estate has
listed two condominiums at 25 Concord
Square, a Mainsail Management Develop-
ment. Unit 1 is a magnificent 2,436-square-
foot parlor triplex with three bedrooms,
three-and-a-half baths and two deeded park-
ing spaces, listed at $3,150,000. 

The other, Unit 2, is a 1,820-square-foot
penthouse duplex with three bedrooms, two-
and-a-half baths and one deeded parking
space, listed at $2,350,000. 

Aucella said he expected that the condos
would sell quickly. Indeed, the penthouse A spectacular kitchen with German cabinetry, high-end appliances and Carrara marble counters is

featured in this meticulously renovated condo at 25 Concord Square in the South End. This residence
is listed at $3,150,000. COURTESY PHOTO / BRIGGS JOHNSONContinued on page 18

Architect’s Dorchester home is grand

The 16-room Queen Anne/Shingle-style home at 61 Alban St. in the Ashmont Hill
neighborhood of Dorchester was designed by Harrison Henry Atwood for himself. It
is listed at $1,100,000. Atwood also designed several other homes on the street.

COURTESY PHOTO / GIBSON SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY Continued on page 32
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front of the house will be a new magnolia
tree.

The first level is sandstone before it transi-
tions to brick, and above the arched entry with
an elegant fanlight is a small oriel. The lintels
have wide keystones.

The house was built in 1891 for a business-
man, according to the designs of John Lyman
Faxon. (Four years later Faxon designed the
noted Ferdinand’s Blue Store in Dudley
Square, which underwent extensive restora-
tion and preservation to create a mixed-use
building that today houses the city school
department.)  

This rowhouse, near Exeter Street,
remained a single-family home until 1950,
when it became a lodging house. It has been
totally gutted and rebuilt, preserving its
façade, and a two-car garage was built under-
neath. 

The entrance has a large arched window in
the door that opens into a vestibule with steps
to a second door with leaded glass sidelights.
The foyer is tiled with marble.

Some of the original architectural elements
were preserved, like the balusters of the stair-
case, which has a new handrail. The first level
comprises a formal living room with a fire-
place, a dining room and a library with quar-
ter-sawn oak paneling and a fireplace. A half
bath is on this level as well.

A large family room with a gas fireplace
spans the front of the house on the second
floor, which includes a large kitchen with top-
of-the-line appliances, custom-built cabinetry,
a wet bar and a big island topped with gray
soapstone. 

Beyond the kitchen is an alcove for casual
dining, plus a large pantry; each has a window

that looks out to the alley. A half bath is on
this level as well.

The master bedroom suite encompasses the
entire third floor. The bedroom itself looks out
to tree-lined Marlborough Street and has a
good-sized dressing room. Its marble-tiled
master bath is spa-like and includes a soaking
tub, a separate shower and a double vanity. An
office is on this level too.

Three bedrooms are on the fourth floor. One
has an en suite bath, and the other two share a
bath in the hallway, which holds a laundry
with two stacked washers and dryers.

Designed for entertaining, the top floor has
a great room and a walkout terrace with spec-
tacular Back Bay views. A full bath with a
shower is on this level as well.

In addition to the garage on the lower level,
a bedroom with an en suite bath has been
added at the front of the house, which has a
heated driveway and front walk.

The exterior of the 1891 townhouse has been
preserved, but the interior is thoroughly modern.

Custom-designed townhouse
has been sold for $12,000,000
Continued from page 1

PRICE ADDRESS TYPE SF BR BA SPACE PARKING CLOSED

$12,000,000 197 Marlborough St 1F 7575 5 5+ Gdn DdGar (2) 9/9/2016

$1,145,000 179 Beacon St # 5 C 1030 2 1 Deck ExRt to use 9/8/2016

$625,000 146 Marlborough St # 7 C 670 1 1 Street 9/7/2016

$4,270,000 345 Beacon St 1F 4675 5 4.5 RfRts DdGar 9/2/2016

$5,500,000 370 Beacon St # 3 Co-op 3300 3 3+ cDeck Deeded 9/2/2016

$635,000 Trem-On-Comm # 20-T C 675 1 1 Balc Street 9/1/2016

$2,500,000 W Boston # 27-G C 1871 2 2.5 DdGar (2) 9/1/2016

$1,350,000 16 Harcourt St # 2P Co-op 1510 2 2.5 RenGar 8/31/2016

$500,000 64 Commonwealth Ave # 7 C 551 1 1 Deeded 8/31/2016

$940,000 Carillon, The # 404 C 1187 2 2 cDeck Street 8/31/2016

$685,000 Marlborough, The # 306 C 774 1 1 Street 8/31/2016

$925,000 Millennium Place # 710 C 835 1 1.5 Street 8/31/2016

$474,250 124 Beacon St # GF C 475 1 1 Street 8/30/2016

$1,100,000 330 Dartmouth St # 5S C 1028 2 2 Street 8/30/2016

$439,000 85 Marlborough St # 5 C 398 S 1 Street 8/30/2016

$4,600,000 Mandarin, The # PH1-D C 1985 2 2.5 Street 8/30/2016

$575,000 Parkside # 306 C 616 1 1 Street 8/30/2016

$1,300,000 Trinity Place # 606 C 836 1 1 Street 8/30/2016
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