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10 In-Demand Military Roles 

GEOSPATIAL ENGINEERS 
Geospatial engineers help prepare the Military to go anywhere, for any reason. Their mission is assembling 
information from satellite imagery, aerial photography and other sources to create geographical data and 
maps that help commanders visualize battlefields. This technical and conceptual role would be a good fit for 
anyone who has computer skills and also an interest in geography, maps and charts. 

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Space Force

MEDICAL LABORATORY SPECIALISTS 
The Military has many opportunities for those who are interested in healthcare. For example, medical 
laboratory specialists fill a critical need of the Military by conducting tests on tissue, blood and other 
biological samples. Their duties include collecting specimens, performing clinical laboratory procedures, 
studying diseases, maintaining lab equipment and more. This role would be a good fit for someone who 
is detail oriented with an interest in chemistry, biology or algebra. 

Army | Navy | Air Force

POWERHOUSE MECHANICS
Powerhouse mechanics install, maintain, operate and repair electrical and mechanical equipment in  
power-generating stations. They maintain various types of power-generating equipment on land, on ships  
and on submarines. They also support the mobile utility equipment that the Military provides as 
portable, temporary sources of electricity. 

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Coast Guard

CYBER OPERATIONS SPECIALISTS
Cyber operations specialists conduct offensive and defensive cyberspace operations in support of the full 
range of military options. Offensive operations involve applying force to target enemies and hostile  
adversary activities and capabilities. Defensive operations are conducted to protect data, networks,  
net-centric capabilities and other designated systems by detecting, identifying and responding to attacks 
against friendly networks. 

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Space Force | Coast Guard

The Military is home to millions of unique service members with equally unique jobs. Some of these rewarding career opportunities 
are in high demand as well. Here are just a few:

PILOTS 
The U.S. Military is home to the most advanced aircraft in the world and those who routinely push them to 
the limits. Pilots are highly skilled service members who proudly master all aspects of advanced aviation 
and often train crews in it. They’re leaders among their peers and specialize in specific aircraft like fighters, 
helicopters, UAVs and more. 

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Coast Guard
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SURVIVAL, EVASION, RESISTANCE AND ESCAPE (SERE) SPECIALISTS
Survival specialists are experts at surviving in the most remote and hostile environments on the planet, 
whether it’s temperate, arctic, desert, tropical, coastal, open sea, urban or even in captivity. It’s their 
responsibility to train and prepare their fellow service members on how to handle themselves in these 
situations, should a mission not go as planned.

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Coast Guard

AIRCRAFT AVIONICS TECHNICIANS
The Military is home to fixed-wing fighters, attack helicopters, tiltrotor transporters and more. These aircraft 
provide critical close-air support for advancing infantry, and keeping their onboard technology prepared for 
any mission is the responsibility of aircraft avionics technicians. Their duties include installing, testing,  
maintaining and repairing aircraft communications, navigation, electrical and deceptive electronic  
countermeasure systems. 

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Coast Guard

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS 
Much like civilian air traffic controllers, the Military employs highly trained service members who are respon-
sible for everything that happens around the air space of military airfields. Their duties include coordinating 
and directing orders while assuming the roles of control tower operators and radar air traffic controllers.

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Coast Guard

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS
Whether it is a natural disaster or man-made as a result of a chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear 
incident, emergency management specialists are trained for response and recovery operations anywhere in 
the world. They prepare emergency plans, coordinate emergency response teams, and train other people to 
meet mission needs and to minimize casualties and damage in the event of any disaster situation, including 
floods, earthquakes, hurricanes or enemy attack.

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Coast Guard

CULINARY SPECIALISTS 
Whether it’s baking, seafood cookery or even cake decorating, these talented service members train in all 
aspects of food preparation to serve nutritious meals to military units around the world. In addition to food 
preparation, culinary specialists are also responsible for inventory management, purchasing, and also food 
safety and sanitation. 

Army | Marine Corps | Navy | Air Force | Coast Guard
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