
OUR PLANS FOR A RETURN TO LEARNING

Welcoming OurStudents



We learn a lot about ourselves when we face adversity. This is true for us as individuals, as 
communities, as a nation and even as a school. When expectations and plans are uprooted 
by things outside of our control, it’s natural to feel frustrated, impatient and disappointed. 
And it’s understandable to feel loss.

Prior to the COVID-19 crisis, our school was, I believe, in the healthiest place it has been 
since our school’s founding over 20 years ago. It is still healthy, of course, but this challenge 
has brought fear and uncertainty to our thriving community of Christ-centered families. 
We feel the frustration with you. Adding to the uncertainty has been a steady stream of 
contradictory and baffling information from the sources we rely on most. Ever-changing 
variables remind us constantly that we’re not in control. (Of course, we know, as believers, 
that we never were.) On a daily basis – even when I feel otherwise – I am learning to rest in 
the promise that “for those who love God all things work together for good” (Romans 8:28). 

Despite the uncertainty of the world around us, I want you to know that our school has 
remained committed to and prayerfully focused on one thing: fulfilling our mission. What 
does this mean for our new school year? It means that we are committed to serving all of 
our families well and are offering you a choice between two learning environments for your 
children. Those options are described in detail in the pages that follow. We are prepared to 
be flexible, and have considered a wide variety of learners, developmental characteristics 
and family situations as part of our planning. Whether your student joins us on campus 
or attends class from your kitchen table, we are committed to providing all of our students 
with a high-quality academic experience and ensuring that they feel shepherded and loved. 

Months before COVID-19 became a part of our collective vocabulary, I was inspired to 
choose a theme for the 2020-2021 school year. This “Rooted and Grounded” theme was  
inspired by Colossians 2:6-7: “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,  
abounding in thanksgiving.” There are layers of truth and beauty to be extracted from this 
text, and I want to encourage all of us to remember our calling, walk in Christ and abound 
in thanksgiving as we approach this unique school year. The Covenant community is 
strong because of deep-rooted faith, an unwavering commitment to our students and a 
reliance upon the Lord – despite the winds that swirl around us. As educators, we must 
model this kind of rootedness for our students. As parents, this is our highest calling. It is 
my prayer that the current winds will not uproot us, but will strengthen us. And I pray that 
the Lord will continue His good work in developing “oaks of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:3). 

Please take the time to read through our school’s re-opening plan. You’ll find information 
about your learning options, the health and safety precautions we plan to take and our 
plans for using our campus in new and creative ways. While guidance from governing  
entities or shifts in public health will help determine to what degree we are able to initiate 
these plans, your feedback will also be valuable as we continue to prepare. We want to hear 
from you, so we will be hosting grade-level meetings to answer questions and provide 
additional details. Please make plans to join us. 

We look forward to beginning our new school year on Wednesday, August 19, as planned.  
We appreciate your trust, your prayers and your faithful partnership.

In all things Christ preeminent,

Eric Cook
Head of School
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Your Learning Options: on-campus or distance learning

choose from two learning options:
We want all of our Covenant families to return to school this fall in the way that is 

most comfortable for them. Based on our recent survey, the vast majority of parents 
prefer on-campus learning. We will be prepared to welcome our students back into 
their classrooms, and will implement sensible precautions to minimize health risks. 

If you have concerns about returning to campus, however, Covenant will also 
offer a new-and-improved distance learning option. It should be understood that 
the framework for both options is new and will require training, adaptability and 

real-time adjustments. Also, the structure and policies that we have put in place for 
in-person learning both align with recommended health guidelines and do mitigate 

risk, but they do not eliminate risk altogether.

on-campus learning
(See page 4 for details.)

Students engage in an on-campus, 
in-classroom learning experience 

with a consistent group 
of classmates and teachers and the 

implementation of sensible 
precautions based on the most 

current health and safety guidelines. 

distance learning
(See page # for details.)

Students engage in a robust, online 
learning experience from home that 

combines live teaching, recorded 
lessons, teacher communication and 
the submission of assignments and 

assessments in an easy-to-use 
digital platform.

in the event of temporary closures or
a period of required quarantine:

If closures are temporarily required by state or local health officials, 
all students would immediately transition to distance learning. 

Partial distance learning will also be implemented if a grade level is 
required to quarantine due to safety concerns.
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regardless of how 
your family chooses 

to engage in learning, 
we are confident 

in our school’s ability 
to deliver our mission.



On-Campus Learning: kindergarten through 3rd grade students

we’ve made 
every effort to 

retain the integrity 
of the daily grammar 
classroom experience.

what does a school day look like?

direct instruction from teachers
On-campus students in these grades will receive instruction from their grade-level 
teachers. As always, Kindergarten through 2nd Grade students will spend the day 
with the same classmates and teacher within a designated homeroom. Students in 
3rd Grade will no longer rotate classrooms for specialized subjects like Literature, 

Grammar/Composition and Math, but will be visited by the specialized teachers in 
their homeroom. Assignments will be submitted in person, but if a student is absent, 

work can be submitted through Canvas, our distance learning platform.

at school monday through thursday
Students in these grades will attend school Monday through Thursday. This is 

already a normal practice for our Kindergarten through 2nd Grade students, but 
is a new, temporary schedule for the entire Grammar School. All Grammar School 
teachers will use Fridays to plan, collaborate and will create instructional videos. 

cohorts of classmates
Students will stay in cohorts, which means that they will stay with the same group of 
students throughout the day to minimize exposure and reduce widespread impact if 

someone contracts the virus during the school year. 

no face coverings on students – unless desired 
Students in Kindergarten through 3rd Grade will not be required to wear a 

face covering, but are always welcome to do so, if desired. The school will provide 
face shields for all teachers to allow for a better view of their faces during the day.

(If your student would prefer to wear a face covering, see page 6 for our guidelines.) 
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arrival on campus
Our families naturally arrive at school 

at staggered times, so our start time 
will remain the same for all students. 

Students will be greeted by CCS 
faculty and directed to designated 

entrances for their buildings. Doors 
will be propped open during arrival 
and students will go directly to their 
classroooms without congregating. 
Backpack and lunch storage will be 
determined by grade-level teachers. 

parents on campus
Parents are encouraged to remain 

in their cars during drop-off. If you 
wish to walk your child to the outside 

of his or her building, you will not 
be required to wear a face covering. 

However, if you wish to enter a 
building, you will be required to 

wear a face covering. Please practice 
physical distancing when interacting 

with other families on campus. 
 

classroom time 
Classrooms will be arranged with 
as much space as possible between 
desks, but not every classroom will 

achieve 6-foot physical distancing at 
all times. When possible, desks will 
also face the front of the classroom. 

Students will use individual supplies, 
but shared items will be sanitized 

daily. When possible, students will 
wash and sanitize hands more 
frequently. When the weather 

permits, windows can be opened to 
increase airflow.

 
transitions

There will be a transition period built 
into rotation for Art, Music and P.E. 
to allow time for sanitation and to 

avoid congregating in shared spaces. 
Hallway traffic will have a designated 

flow to avoid mixing groups of 
students. Students will use cubbies 
in cohorts. Water fountains will be 

off limits, but touchless water bottle 
filling stations may be used. 

restroom breaks
Cohorts will have designated 

restroom breaks and teachers will 
monitor proper hand-washing 
procedures. Restrooms will be 

sanitized on a regular basis.

chapel 
Chapel will be watched by video 

every morning in the classrooms, and 
students will worship together with 
their classmates. All-School Chapel, 

Grammar Chapel with Mr. Cook and 
the Fruit of the Spirit Awards will be 

recorded and shared with parents. 
When the weather permits, certain 

groups may gather together for 
physically distanced chapel outdoors.

recitation
Recitation will be performed outside 

by grade level or by individual classes. 
If gathering restrictions are lifted, 
parents can attend. If gatherings 

restrictions continue, the program 
will be shared digitally.

dress uniforms
Students will not be required to 

wear dress uniforms during the fall 
semester. We will re-evaluate this 

decision before the spring semester.

outdoor spaces
We have acquired funds to enhance 

several outdoor spaces, allowing 
for the addition of new learning 

spaces and areas for play and lunch. 
These spaces will be available soon, 
and a rotation will be developed so 
that students are able to use these 

spaces regularly.      

lunch & fun lunch
Students will wash their hands before 
lunch and will eat in their classrooms 

or in one of the new outdoor areas. 
Fun Lunch will be offered, and 
pre-sorted, labeled bins will be 

delivered to each classroom. Teachers 
will sanitize their hands after assisting 

each student during lunch. Parents 
are welcome to enjoy lunch outdors 

with their children outdoors. 

recess
Each cohort will have one 25-minute 

recess break per day. Cohorts will 
rotate throughout the week to 

different recess zones, including the 
playground, soccer field, gaga pit, 
football field and circle drive. Play 

structures will be sanitized daily and 
play equipment will be sanitized after 

use by each cohort. Students will 
sanitize hands before and after recess. 

fine arts
Students will continue to attend art 
and music classes. In music, singing 
activities will only occur if students 
are spaced 6 feet apart indoors or if 
class is outside. Proper cleaning and 
sanitizing will occur between classes. 

p.e. classes
Students will keep their regular, 

twice-a-week P.E. schedule. Class-
es will be held primarily outdoors, 
in the gym or in the auditorium. 

Students will be physically distanced, 
which means some activities will be 

modified. Cohorts will remain 
separate and all equipment will be 

sanitized between classes.

student support &
study tables

Mrs. Nave’s office will be available 
to students qualifying for alternative 

testing in their plans. Tables and  
materials will be sanitized between 
meetings. Study Tables will include 
physical distancing. Spots must be 

reserved in advance and attendance 
in each session will be capped. 

dismissal
Grammar students will remain in 
their classrooms until their new 

3 p.m. dismissal. Car numbers will 
be displayed in classrooms using our 
new Car Rider Pro software. Students 
will use designated exits and will be 
assisted into cars. For now, we are 

asking parents to remain in their cars, 
as we are not able to accommodate 

“stay-and-play” afternoons.
(See page 17 for detailed dismissal 

procedures.)
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On-Campus Learning: 4th through 6th grade students

our older
grammar students will 
engage in instruction 

and a school experience 
that closely resembles
the schedule they are 

used to at covenant.

what does a school day look like?

direct instruction from teachers
On-campus students in these grades will receive instruction from their grade-level 

teachers. These students will no longer rotate classrooms for specialized subjects like 
Literature, Grammar/Composition, Latin and 5/6 Math, but will be visited by the 
specialized teachers in their homeroom. Assignments will be submitted in person, 

but if a student is absent, work can be submitted through Canvas, 
our distance learning platform.

at school monday through thursday
Students in these grades will attend school Monday through Thursday. This is 

already a normal practice for our Kindergarten through 2nd Grade students, but 
is a new, temporary schedule for the entire Grammar School. All Grammar School 
teachers will use Fridays to plan, collaborate and will create instructional videos. 

cohorts of classmates
Students will stay in cohorts, which means that they will stay with the same group of 
students throughout the day to minimize exposure and reduce widespread impact if 

someone contracts the virus during the school year. 

students will wear face coverings 
Students in 4th through 6th Grade will be required to wear a face covering while in 

class per Governor Abbott’s statewide mandate. They will be allowed to remove their 
face covering when eating and drinking, or when physically distanced during 

outdoor activities, including recess. Students may wear face shields, masks or gaiters 
that cover the nose and mouth. Face coverings must be in solid colors or subtle 
patterns and may not feature characters, logos or phrases. Teachers may issue a 

disposable mask if a student’s choice of face covering becomes a disruption. 
Teachers will wear face shields to allow for a better view of their faces.
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arrival on campus
Our families naturally arrive at school 

at staggered times, so our start time 
will remain the same for all students. 

Students will be greeted by CCS 
faculty and directed to designated 

entrances for their buildings. Doors 
will be propped open during arrival 
and students will go directly to their 
classroooms without congregating. 
Backpack and lunch storage will be 
determined by grade-level teachers. 

parents on campus
Parents are encouraged to remain 

in their cars during drop-off. If you 
wish to walk your child to the outside 

of his or her building, you will not 
be required to wear a face covering. 

However, if you wish to enter a 
building, you will be required to 

wear a face covering. Please practice 
physical distancing when interacting 

with other families on campus. 
 

classroom time 
Classrooms will be arranged with 
as much space as possible between 
desks, but not every classroom will 

achieve 6-foot physical distancing at 
all times. When possible, desks will 
also face the front of the classroom. 

Students will use individual supplies, 
but shared items will be sanitized 

daily. When possible, students will 
wash and sanitize hands more 
frequently. When the weather 

permits, windows can be opened to 
increase airflow.

 
transitions

There will be a transition period built 
into rotation for Art, Music and P.E. 
to allow time for sanitation and to 

avoid congregating in shared spaces. 
Hallway traffic will have a designated 

flow to avoid mixing groups of 
students. Students will use cubbies 
in cohorts. Water fountains will be 

off limits, but touchless water bottle 
filling stations may be used. 

restroom breaks
Cohorts will have designated 

restroom breaks and teachers will 
monitor proper hand-washing 
procedures. Restrooms will be 

sanitized on a regular basis.

chapel 
Chapel will be watched by video 

every morning in the classrooms, and 
students will worship together with 
their classmates. All-School Chapel, 

Grammar Chapel with Mr. Cook and 
the Fruit of the Spirit Awards will be 

recorded and shared with parents. 
When the weather permits, certain 

groups may gather together for 
physically distanced chapel outdoors.

recitation
Recitation will be performed outside 

by grade level or by individual classes. 
If gathering restrictions are lifted, 
parents can attend. If gatherings 

restrictions continue, the program 
will be shared digitally.

dress uniforms
Students will not be required to 

wear dress uniforms during the fall 
semester. We will re-evaluate this 

decision before the spring semester.

outdoor spaces
We have acquired funds to enhance 

several outdoor spaces, allowing 
for the addition of new learning 

spaces and areas for play and lunch. 
These spaces will be available soon, 
and a rotation will be developed so 
that students are able to use these 

spaces regularly.      

lunch & fun lunch
Students will wash their hands before 
lunch and will eat in their classrooms 

or in one of the new outdoor areas. 
Fun Lunch will be offered, and 
pre-sorted, labeled bins will be 

delivered to each classroom. Teachers 
will sanitize their hands after assisting 

each student during lunch. Parents 
are welcome to enjoy lunch outdors 

with their children outdoors. 

recess
Each cohort will have one 25-minute 

recess break per day. Cohorts will 
rotate throughout the week to 

different recess zones, including the 
playground, soccer field, gaga pit, 
football field and circle drive. Play 

structures will be sanitized daily and 
play equipment will be sanitized after 

use by each cohort. Students will 
sanitize hands before and after recess. 
sanitize their hands before and after 

fine arts
Students will continue to attend art 
and music classes. In music, singing 
activities will only occur if students 
are spaced 6 feet apart indoors or if 
class is outside. Proper cleaning and 
sanitizing will occur between classes. 

p.e. classes
Students will keep their regular, 

twice-a-week P.E. schedule. Class-
es will be held primarily outdoors, 
in the gym or in the auditorium. 

Students will be physically distanced, 
which means some activities will be 

modified. Cohorts will remain 
separate and all equipment will be 

sanitized between classes.

student support &
study tables

Mrs. Nave’s office will be available 
to students qualifying for alternative 

testing in their plans. Tables and  
materials will be sanitized between 
meetings. Study Tables will include 
physical distancing. Spots must be 

reserved in advance and attendance 
in each session will be capped. 

5/6 advisory
We will meet for advisory at least 

once a month. Advisory topics will 
be informed by chapel presentations 

from Mr. Cook.

dismissal
Grammar students will remain in 
their classrooms until their new 

3 p.m. dismissal. Car numbers will 
be displayed in classrooms using our 
new Car Rider Pro software. Students 
will use designated exits and will be 
assisted into cars. For now, we are 

asking parents to remain in their cars, 
as we are not able to accommodate 

“stay-and-play” afternoons.
(See page 17 for detailed dismissal 

procedures.)
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On-Campus Learning: upper school students

what does a school day look like?

direct instruction from teachers
On-campus students in these grades will receive instruction from their teachers. 

These students will no longer rotate classrooms, but will be visited by the 
specialized teachers in a consistent classroom. Assignments will be submitted in 

person, but if a student is absent, work can be submitted through Canvas, 
our distance learning platform.

at school monday through friday
Students in these grades will attend school Monday through Friday, as usual. 

Some daily schedule adjustments are being made, including new ways of delivering 
fine arts instruction and the addition of a fifth period of science each week. 

cohorts of classmates
Students will stay in cohorts, which means that they will stay with the same group of 
students throughout the day to minimize exposure and reduce widespread impact if 

someone contracts the virus during the school year. 

students will wear face coverings 
Students in the Upper School will be required to wear a face covering while in class 
per Governor Abbott’s statewide mandate. They will be allowed to remove their face 

covering when eating and drinking, or when physically distanced during outdoor 
activities, including recess/free time. Students may wear face shields, masks or gai-
ters that cover the nose and mouth. Face coverings must be in solid colors or subtle 

patterns and may not feature characters, logos or phrases. Teachers may issue a 
disposable mask if a student’s choice of face covering becomes a disruption. Teachers 

will wear face shields to allow for a better view of their faces.

the health 
and safety 

of our students 
is our top priority, 

and we are prepared 
to offer on-campus, 

learning for our 
upper school students 

in a safe and healthy way. 
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arrival on campus
Our families naturally arrive at school 

at staggered times, so our start time 
will remain the same for all students. 

Students will use designated 
entrances, and doors will be propped 
open during arrival. Since students 
will be wearing face coverings, they 
will be able to briefly gather in the 
foyer or go directly to classrooms. 

classroom time 
Classrooms will be arranged with 
as much space as possible between 
desks, but not every classroom will 

achieve 6-foot physical distancing at 
all times. When possible, desks will 
also face the front of the classroom. 
Students will use individual supplies 
when possible, but shared items will 

be sanitized daily. 
 

transitions & breaks 
When students travel to electives or 
foreign language, they will observe 
a designated flow of hallway traffic 
to avoid mixing groups of students.  
Class change times will be used as 

breaks for students. Lockers will be 
used in cohorts and will be cleaned 
regularly. Water fountains will be 

off limits, but touchless water bottle 
filling stations may be used. Cohorts 
will have designated restroom breaks 

and will be expected to adhere to 
proper hand-washing procedures. 

Restrooms will be sanitized 
on a regular basis.

chapel & advisory 
Pre-recorded chapel programs will be 
viewed by video in classrooms, where 
students will worship together. When 
the weather permits, certain groups 
may gather together for physically 

distanced chapel outdoors. On  
Mondays, all 2nd Period teachers will 

read the liturgy with their cohort. 
Advisory will continue on Tuesdays,
and will be held outdoors if possible. 

On Wednesdays, pre-recorded  
chapel programs will be viewed 

in classrooms. 

dress uniforms
Students will not be required to 

wear dress uniforms during the fall 
semester. We will re-evaluate this 

decision before the spring semester.

outdoor spaces
We have acquired funds to enhance 

several outdoor spaces, allowing 
for the addition of new learning 

spaces and areas for lunch and recess/
free time. These spaces will be 

available soon, and a rotation will be 
developed so that students are able 

to use these spaces regularly.      

lunch & fun lunch
Students will wash their hands before 
lunch and will eat with their cohorts 
in their classrooms or in one of the 

new outdoor areas. Fun Lunch will be 
offered, and pre-sorted, labeled bins 
will be delivered to each classroom. 

Only seniors will be permitted to 
leave campus in their own vehicles 
for lunch. Parents are welcome to 

enjoy lunch outdors with their 
children or take them off campus.

recess/free time
Each cohort will retain a recess/

free time that is scheduled alongside 
their lunch break. Cohorts will rotate 
biweekly through designated recess 
zones. Students will sanitize their 
hands before and after their daily

recess/free time. 

fine arts
Logic School students will take one 

semester each of Studio Art and 
Theatre. Students in 9th through 

11th Grade will take Studio Art twice 
a week and have Study Hall on the 
other two full days. Students on the 

Mock Trial Team will not be required 
to take Studio Art. Seniors may opt 

out of an art elective or participate in 
Yearbook, Mock Trial or Studio Art. 

Art materials and surfaces will be 
sanitized after each class. 

yearbook
Yearbook will be available only to 
seniors and will include required, 

after-school photo assignments and a 
class held twice a week.

athletics &
extra-curriculars
TAPPS recently announced that 

September 8 will be the official start 
date of Volleyball, Cross Country and 
Football practices. Our Volleyball and 

Cross Country athletes may begin 
games and meets on September 21. 

Our Football teams may begin games 
during the week of September 28. 

Athletic eligibility forms like 
physicals and medical releases will 
still be required and can be found 

on the Rank One website. Guidelines 
for extra-curricular activities are 

expected soon from UIL, TAPPS and 
TEA. Once received, Covenant will 

provide updates to our families.

house
The necessity of keeping students in 
cohorts will preclude us from being 
able to conduct House activities like 
we have in the past. As a result, we 

must temporarily suspend these  
activites. We are, however, currently 
exploring ways to retain the fun and 
community that is usually enjoyed in 
House – perhaps within our cohorts. 
House will resume once we are able 
to return to our usual school model.

student support &
study tables

Mrs. Williams’ office will be available 
to students qualifying for alternative 

testing in their plans. Tables and  
materials will be sanitized between 
meetings. Study Tables will include 
physical distancing. Spots must be 

reserved in advance and attendance 
in each session will be capped. 

dismissal
Upper School students will remain 

in their classrooms until dismissal at 
3:15 p.m. Self-drivers will be allowed 

to leave at that time. Car numbers 
will be displayed in classrooms 
using our new Car Rider Pro 

software. Students will use designated 
exits and will be assisted into cars. 
For now, we are asking parents to 

remain in their cars. (See page 17 for 
detailed dismissal procedures.)
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Distance Learning: flexibility to learn from home

we remain 
committed 

to partnering with 
our families to provide 

all of our students 
with a rigorous,

high-quality, 
christ-centered 

education.

how will distance learning work?

delivered by teachers through canvas
Distance learning will be managed and delivered through Canvas, Covenant’s new 
learning management system (LMS). Distance learning students will be assigned a 

designated grade-level teacher (who collaborates with the other grade-level teachers) 
and a username and password to log into their own personalized “dashboard.” Here, 

students will have access to live classroom streaming (in Upper School),  
pre-recorded instructional videos and a weekly learning plan for each subject 

(Grammar) or for each course (Upper School). While not a requirement, parents 
may choose to use the Canvas app to manage learning plans for multiple children. 

assignments and due dates
Teachers will collaborate with one another to compose and update learning plans 

via Canvas by midnight each Friday. In contrast to this past spring, assignments will 
be scheduled with due dates throughout the week and assessments will be scheduled 

for particular days of the week. This will enable teachers to offer more frequent 
feedback to students and the flexibility to compose upcoming weekly plans with 

observed student strengths and weaknesses in mind. Student work will be uploaded 
directly to Canvas as PDFs rather than sent as a compilation of email attachments. 

However, not all assignments and assessments will require an upload. Some teachers 
may ask students to submit videos or to complete assignments entirely online. 

carefully prepared pace, scope and rigor
While teachers will now be more directly involved in posting content to Canvas, 

learning plans will be regularly reviewed by corresponding department heads and 
administrators to ensure appropriate pace, scope and rigor.

materials and training to get prepared
The school will provide textbooks and materials needed for distance learning.  
Families may still need to purchase school supplies to use at home, just as they 

would for on-campus learning. (If you would like recommendations for what will be 
useful, please review the grade-level school supplies lists.) There will be a live Parent 
Orientation via Zoom on the evening of Thursday, August 13, for training and Q&A. 
Distance learning families will be able to pick up textbooks on Tuesday, August 18. 

Additional communication will be sent soon with assigned time slots to 
limit the number of people on campus. 
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 Students are assigned to a 
designated distance learning teacher 
who regularly provides pre-recorded 

video instruction in short, 
10- to 20-minute segments. Unlike 

in the spring, students will regularly 
submit work in all subject areas.   

Learning plans may be supplemented 
by links to videos already online.

Students are assigned to a 
designated distance learning teacher 
who regularly provides pre-recorded 

video instruction in short, 
10- to 20-minute segments.  
Students also have access to  

specialized on-campus teachers 
for Math, Grammar/Composition, 
Literature and Latin. Unlike in the 

spring, students will regularly submit 
work in all subject areas. Learning 

plans may be supplemented by links 
to videos already online.

Students are assigned to a 
designated distance learning teacher 
who regularly provides pre-recorded 

video instruction in short, 
10- to 20-minute segments.  
Students also have access to  

specialized on-campus teachers 
for Math, Grammar/Composition, 
Literature and Latin. Unlike in the 

spring, students will regularly submit 
work in all subject areas. Learning 

plans may be supplemented by links 
to videos already online.

Students are assigned to a 
designated distance learning teacher 
and will participate in livestreamed 

classes in 45-minute segments. 
Unlike in the spring, students 

will regularly submit work 
in all subject areas. Learning plans 
may be supplemented by links to 

videos already online.

 Built-in communication tools within 
Canvas make it possible to reach out 

to teachers throughout the week. 
Teachers are committed to timely 
responses. Students will also have 

scheduled Zoom sessions with their 
teacher every Friday.

 
Built-in communication tools within 
Canvas make it possible to reach out 

to teachers throughout the week. 
Teachers are committed to timely 
responses. Students will also have 

scheduled Zoom sessions with their 
teachers every Friday.

Students will be able to ask teachers 
questions during livestreams of some 
classes using Zoom’s “chat” feature. 

Built-in communication tools within 
Canvas make it possible to reach out 

to teachers throughout the week. 
Teachers are committed to timely 
responses. Students will also have 

scheduled Zoom sessions with their 
teachers every Friday.

Students will be able to ask teachers 
questions during livestreams of some 
classes using Zoom’s “chat” feature. 

Built-in communication tools within 
Canvas make it possible to reach out 

to teachers throughout the week. 
Teachers are committed to timely 
responses. Students will also have 

scheduled Zoom sessions with their 
teachers every Friday.

instruction
 

teacher support 



Protecting Students & Staff: precautions and policies
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notifications
CCS will post a summary of the fall 

school plan on the website for parents 
and the CCS community to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19. The plans 

will be posted no later than 
one week prior to the start of 

on-campus activities and instruction. 
In the event that a school closure is 

required, the school will immediately 
communicate with parents. 

covid-19 wellness 
coordinator

Mrs. Stephanie Watson has been 
designated as our COVID-19 

Wellness Coordinator and is respon-
sible for responding to COVID-19 
concerns, acquiring information 

about COVID-19, fielding concerns 
from families and faculty, 

maintaining close communication 
with state and local authorities and 
communicating directly with the 

Head of School about her findings. 
All school staff and families who 

have questions and concerns about 
the school’s protocols and policies, or 
who need to report cases, will contact 

her at swatson@covenantfw.org. 

school nurse
Covenant has also hired Mrs. Brittany 

Ballard as our new school nurse.  
Mrs. Ballard is a certified RN and has 
worked at Baylor Scott and White in 
Irving, where she gained a wealth of  
knowledge in acute care situations. 

Mrs. Ballard worked with COVID-19 
patients and has received intensive 

training. She learned how the disease 
is spread, what to do in case of  

exposure, how to best protect herself 
and other staff members while  
implementing protocols and  

procedures related to the virus.

covid-19 symptoms
and screening
In evaluating whether an 

individual has symptoms consistent 
with COVID-19, CCS will consider 
the following question: “Have they  
recently begun experiencing any of 

the following in a way that is not 
normal for them?”

1) feeling feverish or a temperature 
greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees  
Fahrenheit; 2) loss of taste or smell; 

3) cough; 4) difficulty breathing; 
5) shortness of breath; 6) headache; 
7) chill; 8) sore throat; 9) shaking or 
exaggerated shivering; 10) significant 
muscle pain or ache; or 11) diarrhea. 

When asking individuals if they 
have symptoms for COVID-19, CCS 

will only require the individual to 
provide a “yes” or “no” to the overall 
statement that they are symptomatic 
for COVID-19, as opposed to asking 
the individual for specific symptom 

confirmation.

self-screening 
for teachers

Access to Covenant’s campus will be 
limited and will require screening. 

CCS will require teachers and staff to 
self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms 
before coming onto campus each day. 

The screening requires staff to 
take their own temperature. 

Teachers and staff will be instructed 
not to report to the school if: a) they 

have come into close contact with 
an individual who is lab-confirmed 
with COVID-19; or b) they them-

selves have COVID-19 symptoms. All 
teachers and staff must wear a face 
covering as they enter buildings.

self-screening
for students

Access to Covenant’s campus will be 
limited and will require screening
Parents will be required to screen 
their child’s temperature at home 
every morning before coming to 
school. Parents will ensure their 

child’s temperature is below 100.0 
degrees Fahrenheit, observe for 

symptoms/illness and keep students 
at home if they have symptoms of 

COVID-19 or if they have had close 
contact with a person diagnosed with 

COVID-19. Once the screening is 
complete, parents will log in to the 

Magnus app and indicate their child 
is symptom free. Screening will be 

accomplished by answering questions 
via the Magnus mobile app or in 
person. (This data is not stored.)

Parents will be provided access to the 
Magnus app before school starts.

self-screening
for visitors

Access to Covenant’s campus will be 
limited and will require screening. 

CCS will screen all visitors to 
determine if: a) they have COVID-19 
symptoms listed in this document; or 

Our new school nurse and several other medical experts within 
the Covenant community have been consulted – and will remain involved – with the 

development of our re-opening plans and policies.
your health and safety matters most:

The following guidelines, policies and protocols have been developed in 
consultation with national, state and local sources, as well as our new school nurse 
and several other medical experts within the Covenant community. These policies 
apply to CCS campus and are in effect until further notice. The guidelines may be 
revised as needed based on changing directives from the CDC, the 
County Health Department or other relevant associations (UIL, TAPPS, etc.). 
CCS faculty and staff will be trained specifically on these protocols and practices.  



b) they have had close contact with 
an individual who is lab-confirmed 
with COVID-19. CCS will prevent 

any individual who fails the screening 
criteria from being admitted to the 
campus until they meet any of the 
criteria for re-entry to the campus, 

as described below. As a precaution, 
parents and visitors are asked to 

provide advance notice to the CCS 
office for campus visits. 

individuals with 
confirmed or 

suspected covid-19 
Any individuals who themselves 

either: a) are lab-confirmed to have 
COVID-19; or b) experience the 
symptoms of COVID-19 (listed 

below) must stay at home 
throughout the infection period, 

and cannot return to campus until 
the school screens the individual to 

determine whether the conditions for 
campus re-entry have been met. 

In the case of an individual who was 
diagnosed with COVID-19, he or she 
may return to school when all three 

of the following criteria are met:  
1) at least three days (72 hours) have 
passed since recovery (resolution of 

fever without the use of fever- 
reducing medications); 2) the  

individual has improvement in 
symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of 
breath); and 3) at least 10 days have 

passed since symptoms first appeared.

In the case of an individual who has 
symptoms that could be COVID-19 

and who is not evaluated by a medical 
professional or tested for COVID-19, 

such individual is assumed to have 
COVID-19, and the individual may 
not return to the campus until the 
individual has completed the same 

three-step set of criteria listed above. 
 

If the individual has symptoms that 
could be COVID-19 and wants to 
return to school before completing 

the above stay-at-home period, the 
individual must either: a) obtain a 

medical professional’s note clearing 
the individual for return based on 

an alternative diagnosis or b) receive 
two separate confirmations at least 
24 hours apart that they are free of 

COVID via acute infection tests at an 
approved COVID-19 testing 

location. (These can be found at 
https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/.)

Individuals – including students, 
teachers, staff, or other campus 

visitors – who have had close contact 
with someone (i.e. they live in the 

same household) who is lab-
confirmed to have COVID-19 and 
as determined by the appropriate 

public health agency, should stay at 
home through the 10-day incubation 
period, and should not be allowed on 
campus. For clarity, close contact is 
defined as: a) being directly exposed 
to infectious secretions (e.g., being 

coughed on while not wearing a mask 
or face shield); or b) being within 6 
feet for a cumulative duration of 15 

minutes, while not wearing a mask or 
face shield; if either occurred at any 
time in the last 10 days at the same 

time the infected individual 
was infectious.

CCS will screen individuals after the 
incubation period has concluded, and 

if the individual did not experience 
COVID-19 symptoms during that 

period, the individual can be allowed 
back on campus. If the individual 
experienced symptoms, they must 
stay at home until the conditions 

outlined above have been met.

identifying possible 
covid-19 cases 

on campus
CCS will immediately separate any 

student who shows COVID-19 
symptoms while at school until the 

student can be picked up by a parent 
or guardian. Symptomatic students 

not already wearing face covering will 
be asked to wear a disposable mask 
while moving from the classroom to 

the nurse’s office/isolation room.
 CCS will clean the areas used by the 

individual who shows COVID-19 
symptoms while at school as soon 
as is feasible. Students who report 
feeling feverish should be given an 

immediate temperature check to 
determine if they are symptomatic 

for COVID-19.

responding to a 
lab-confirmed case 

in the school
If an individual who has been in 

the school is lab-confirmed to have 
COVID-19, CCS will notify the 

Tarrant County Health Department 
in accordance with applicable federal, 
state and local laws and regulations, 

including confidentiality 
requirements of ADA, FERPA 

and HIPAA. CCS will close off areas 
that were heavily used by the 

individual with the lab-confirmed 
case until the non-porous surfaces in 

those areas are disinfected. 

Consistent with notification 
requirements for schools and other 

communicable diseases, and 
consistent with legal confidentiality 

requirements, CCS will notify all 
teachers, staff and families of all 

students if a lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 case is identified among 

students, teachers or staff who 
participate in any on-campus 

activities.

In the event of a lab-confirmed 
COVID case, CCS will evaluate next 

steps and whether an entire class 
should be quarantined. If the school 
determines that a quarantine is not 
necessary, parents may still opt to 
keep their student at home for the 

next 10 days. 

health and hygiene
CCS will have hand sanitizer and/

or hand-washing stations with soap 
and water at each entrance. Hand 
sanitizer will be provided to every 

classroom.  Students, teachers, staff 
and campus visitors will be 

encouraged to sanitize and/or wash 
hands frequently. 
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CCS will institute more frequent 
cleaning practices, including 

additional cleaning by janitorial staff, 
as well as instruction to students 

about the responsibility of cleaning 
their own spaces before and after they 

are used. CCS will arrange for 
cleaning of commonly-touched 
surfaces in classrooms between 

different class groups. This is 
specifically applicable to “specials” 

classes like art and music. Common 
spaces where faculty and other adults 
gather (workrooms, for instance) will 

also be cleaned regularly.

CCS will post printed resources 
throughout campus to promote 
protective measures and remind 

individuals of best practices. 
Faculty and staff will receive training 
on health and hygiene practices prior 
to the start of school so they can, in 
turn, provide instruction to students 

on appropriate hygiene practices 
consistent with the mitigation 

practices. When possible, doors will 
be left open to minimize touching, 

and windows and doors will be 
opened to increase air flow.

face coverings
CCS will comply with state or local 

regulations regarding mask and PPE 
requirements. Per Governor Abbott’s 

current executive order, students 
in 4th through 12th Grade will be 
required to wear a face covering 
throughout the day, except when 

they are outside. Students in 
Kindergarten through 3rd Grade 
will not be required to wear a face 

covering. 

Parents will be responsible for 
purchasing and maintaining face 

coverings for their children, which 
may include masks, face shields 

or gaiters that cover the nose and 
mouth. Face coverings must be in 
solid colors or subtle patterns and 

may not feature characters, logos or 

phrases.Teachers may issue a 
disposable mask if a student’s choice 

of face covering becomes a 
distraction or disruption. 

Teachers will wear face shields to 
allow for a better view of their faces.
Faculty and staff will be required to 

wear masks when they are in 
common spaces, but not while in 
the classroom with their cohort of 

students, when working at their desks 
or when outside. 

cohorts and 
physical distancing

Where feasible without disrupting the 
educational experience, students will 

be encouraged to practice physical 
distancing and older students will be 

required to wear masks when 
congregating in general areas. 

As classroom space allows, desks will 
be spaced as far apart as possible. Any 
state mandates pertaining to spacing 
will be followed. In classrooms where 

students are regularly within 6 feet 
of one another, teachers will remind 
students to practice frequent hand-

washing and sanitizing.

The teacher will retain as much 
distance as feasible during classroom 

time. They will move from class to 
class rather than students rotating 

classrooms. Cohorts of students will 
stay together throughout the day. 
There will be times when students 

travel to a class, but this will be 
limited.

Covenant’s administration, 
faculty and staff will attempt to 

reduce in-person meetings or other 
opportunities for adults to 

congregate in close settings.

arrival, dismissal 
and non-classroom 

spaces on campus
CCS will plan for entry, exit and 

transition procedures that reduce 
large group gatherings (of students 
and/or adults) in close proximity. 
Parents will be asked to remain in 
their cars for drop-off and pick-up 
unless there are appointments or 

activities before or after classroom 
hours. At dismissal, students will be 

called from their classrooms as 
parents arrive using a new solution 

that combines whiteboards, 
document camera and our new 
Car Rider Pro software. Student 

drivers will be dismissed by Upper 
School faculty in a staggered release.
(See page 17 for a campus map and 
arrival and dismissal procedures.)  

CCS will post signs limiting restroom 
capacity to two or three students 

at a time, depending on the size of 
restroom. CCS will also consider 

practices that reduce the likelihood of 
close contact at lunch. This may 
include eating in the classroom, 

eating outside or utilization of more 
space in the auditorium with 
additional seating and tables. 
CCS will prohibit use of water 

fountains and regularly remind 
parents/students to utilize personal 

refillable water bottles. 

Students will be permitted to play on 
the playground with their cohorts. 

Equipment will be regularly cleaned.
Students will use their cubbies and 

lockers in cohorts to minimize 
mixing of groups. Lockers will be 

cleaned regularly. 
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Planning With Purpose: planning for several possibilities

15

NY

families review plans,
participate in grade-level
q&a meetings and then 

select a learning option 
for the start of school

administration and faculty
continue planning for

the start of school

state or local officials
allow schools to re-open
for the start of school

students
begin the 

school year
within their 

preferred 
learning 

environment

state or local officials
allow schools to re-open
after a temporary closure

Y

all students
begin the 

school year
within the 

distance
learning

environment

students continue the 
fall semester within their 

preferred learning environment

illness occurs within the
school community

- or -
new health and safety

precautions are required
- or - 

temporary school closures
are required

administration and faculty
follow the school’s

covid-19 policies 
(see page 12)

and work with local 
health officials to 

determine next steps

planning with purpose:

While we are hopeful that our start of school will go as 
planned, we are preparing for several possible scenarios, 
including government mandates or shifts in public health 
that may require us to adapt our instructional methods, 
schedules or health and safety precautions. We expect 
that directives may change throughout the school year, 
as well, and are prepared to be flexible. As we continue to 
plan, here is a summary of our process and the scenarios 
we believe our school community could encounter.

          plan for the semester                   only if required

start
here



Planning With Purpose: creative uses for outdoor spaces

we are blessed with
a wonderful campus
and are investing in

several outdoor spaces
that can be used in 

new and creative ways 
for worship, learning, 

lunch, recess and more.  
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learning space

dining space

recreation space

The circumstances of our school’s re-opening offer ous several new opportunites to 
enhance our existing campus in new and creative ways. Throughout July, our team 
has been researching and brainstorming how to use our current campus to expand 

our options for outdoor learning, eating and playing. These improvements are 
motivated by three guiding principles: 1) to provide our students with additional 
options that add variety to their day; 2) to use our current resources wisely; and 

3)to pursue versatile solutions that can be used now and in the future.

With those principles in mind, our administrative team has been meeting with 
contractors so that we can move forward soon with new shade structures, outdoor 
picnic areas, the addition of new recreational and fitness equipment and new uses 
for the green spaces all over campus. It is our hope that we’ll be able to make these 

spaces available for students of all ages as close to the start of school as possible, and 
that visitor to campus will soon be able to observe reading groups, class discussions, 

outdoor instruction and more on all corners of our property. 
Additional details will follow soon.



Planning With Purpose: new arrival and dismissal procedures
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COMING SOON: DISMISSAL PROCEDURES & FLOW OF TRAFFIC MAP



Next Steps: parent q&a sessions and making your decision

18

partnership choices
schedule of grade-level meetings
process for submitting questions

timeline/process for decision-making
flexibility to re-evaluate decisions later

trial period timing
decision about winter break forthcoming

contacts 
Eric Cook, Head of School

ecook@covenantfw.org 

Stephanie Watson,
COVID-19 Wellness Coordinator

swatson@covenantfw.org 
  

Brittany Ballard, School Nurse
bballard@covenantfw.org

Bill Clifton, Operations Director
wclifton@covenantfw.org 

Andrew Elizalde, Academic Dean
aelizalde@covenantfw.org

Brent Stevens, Upper School Head
bstevens@covenantfw.org

Dennis Doty, Grammar School Head
bstevens@covenantfw.org

COVID-19 Planning Considerations: 
Guidance for School Re-Entry

American Academy of Pediatrics

Recommendations for the Practical, 
Fair and Safe Reopening of Public Schools 

K-12 in the State of Texas
Cook Children’s Health Care System

SY 20-21 Public Health Planning Guidance
Texas Education Agency

Symptoms of Coronavirus and
Considerations for Schools

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention




