
I know you’re doing a lot of consulting with the medical community on the safest ways to come 

back to live school, while considering how to lower as many barriers as possible for things that 

could impede learning. As a local church pastor of a minority community, I wanted to throw 

something out there that is meant to be a little funny, but also holds some truth from a classical 

perspective.  

  

As our kids are at a classical Christian school, I thought I’d make an argument for something 

using classical philosophical thought. As I’m sure you’re aware, Blaise Pascal said that a rational 

person should live as though God exists and seek to believe in God. Why? Because if God does 

not actually exist, such a person will have only a finite loss, whereas if God does exist, he stands 

to receive infinite gains (as represented by eternity in Heaven) and avoid infinite losses (eternity 

in Hell). This became known as Pascal’s Wager. 

  

I think from an ethical perspective, we should be making the same argument as it relates to 

everyone on campus wearing masks. The Mask Wager says that a rational person should live as 

though masks are helpful in preventing the spread of COVID when everyone is wearing one. 

Why? Because if it doesn’t do anything, wearing a mask might be annoying at times and 

cumbersome, but it has short-term and finite drawbacks; whereas if masks do help prevent the 

spread of COVID, wearing a mask could be used to build Philippians 2 Christ-like character 

(whether it works or not), while simultaneously preventing a possible outbreak that could kill a 

number of people on a Christian campus in a neighborhood already deeply suspicious of the 

school. 

  

Voila! The Mask Wager.  

  

The mask conversation has turned so deeply political that I’m not sure most Christians are 

thinking about this either from a philosophical level or from a Christian ethic as we think about 

following a Christ who emptied himself and chose to make himself nothing, taking on the very 

nature of a servant. 

  

Also…just for fun…thoughts from each of the 4 Founders of the Veritas Houses: 



1. Abraham Kuyper: 

a. “The holy art of ‘giving for Jesus’ sake’ ought to be much more strongly 

developed among us Christians.” 

2. Thomas Becket: 

a. “Remember the sufferings of Christ, the storms that were weathered…the crown 

that came from those sufferings which gave new radiance to the faith…All saints 

give testimony to the truth that without real effort, no one ever wins the crown.” 

3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 

a. “The test of morality for a society is what it does for its children.” 

4. Jeanne d’Albret: 

a. “Nothing is impossible to a valiant heart.” 

  

Thanks for letting me share. On a serious note, as a pastor, I rely on the expertise of medical 

doctors as well as the training I’ve received in philosophy and theology. In our local church, as 

we’ve had to make difficult decisions in the last 5 months, the Mask Wager is one that we return 

to as a filter for some of the decisions we’re thinking through.  

  

Really looking forward to the year starting and as I’ve said before, we REALLY REALLY are 

praying for you all and cheering you on. 

 


