
Dear Heritage Families,  
 
This summer has been unlike any other we have experienced in our lifetimes. The degree of 
uncertainty around just about everything, much less how best to prepare for the start of a new 
school year, has been challenging. We are extremely grateful for the patience you have 
extended to us as we put together plans to reopen our campus and welcome students back on 
August 12. 
 
Before we begin to talk about specific plans and protocols, we want to take a moment to remind 
all of us that we operate within a community of believers who, while we share a common vision, 
are all created differently, with different personalities, strengths, and perspectives. Those 
differences form a beautiful tapestry and create a powerful, deeply connected, and meaningful 
community. That is the beauty of the body of Christ: many different parts with different roles 
forming a cohesive unit that is called to reflect the Light in a dark world.  
 
Those differences will also mean we will disagree on some things. It is simply not possible to 
create a plan within the context of this pandemic that everyone will agree with 100%. We have 
prayerfully developed our reopening plans with the input of parents, our Health & Wellness Task 
Force (see Appendix A), and local, state, and national health agencies. It will require flexibility, 
sacrifice, and a willingness to be uncomfortable at times. Thank you in advance for your grace 
and understanding. 
 
The underlying philosophy with which we have approached this school year is that it is in the 
best interests of our community, and especially our students, to receive in-person instruction. 
While we were able to pivot to remote learning in the spring, and are prepared to do so again 
should it be required, our goal is to maintain in-person instruction throughout the duration 
of the 2020-21 school year. 
 
To that end, we have made significant investments in equipment and services (see Appendix 
B), and are making extensive modifications to the school day to ensure that we are mitigating 
the risk of COVID-19 for our students, faculty, and staff. This virus is very contagious, and apart 
from the Lord’s divine protection, we should expect that individuals within our community will 
contract the virus. Thankfully, the population we serve is at low risk for serious complications 
from the virus.  
 
We cannot stress enough that this is a fluid situation. As we have already witnessed, plans that 
many schools and organizations made just a few weeks ago are already having to be altered. 
You can rest assured that we will continue to work diligently to be as prepared as possible, 
while understanding that this situation requires a nimbleness and nuance few others have 
required. We are constantly monitoring the best information available, praying, and working to 
develop the wisest course forward in light of what we understand at the time. While we do not 
think it is prudent to lay out all of the contingencies and scenarios that could be put in place 



throughout the school year, we want to emphasize that we are prepared and ready to execute 
on those plans should they be needed.  
 
As we have previously stated, we understand that individual families have differing levels of risk 
tolerance and different family dynamics to take into consideration; we will, therefore, meet the 
needs of students who need to learn remotely for a period of time due to risk or sickness. If you 
are not comfortable with your child returning for in-person instruction and want to elect 
remote learning beginning with the start of the school year, please contact Erin Hames 
by Monday, August 3.  
 
We believe we have made every reasonable effort to protect our community and to maintain 
academic excellence in light of the current circumstances. There is a LOT of information 
contained in this email. Please take the time to read through it and familiarize yourself with the 
new protocols we have established to help accomplish the goal of remaining open throughout 
the 2020-21 school year. Obviously, we wish we did not have to enact many of the protocols 
you will find here. We have longed to have our community back together under “normal” 
circumstances, but fully trust that the Lord is in control and at work in this season. We are 
confident that we will continue to see His faithfulness to our community and our individual 
families.  
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Signed by both 
 
 
What new measures will be in place for all Heritage Prep students at the beginning of the 
2020-21 school year?  

1. Prior to leaving home, all Heritage families should take the temperature of each family 
member. If any family member has a temperature above 100.4 degrees, then ALL 
students in that family should be kept at home. Faculty and staff members with a fever or 
a sick family member should not report to work.  

2. Morning carpool will begin 15 minutes earlier than normal at 7:30. We will limit the 
number of dropoff stations to three and have two faculty/staff members assigned to each 
station. One staff member will open the door and greet the students while the other staff 
member takes each student’s temperature. If a member of your family has a reading of a 
temperature above 100.4 degrees, and there is reason to question the accuracy of that 
reading, you will be asked to park your car, wait 10 minutes, and we will take their 
temperature again. If the reading is still above 100.4 degrees, that student, any students 
in that family, or other students in the car may not come to school. For this reason, we 
encourage families to minimize carpooling with other families. 

3. Students will wear their face masks when they prepare to exit the car in the morning 
carpool.  



4. As students enter the building, each student will wash their hands in our newly installed 
automated handwashing stations before entering their classrooms. Students will then be 
with this cohort of students throughout the school day in order to minimize their exposure 
to other students and therefore decrease the risk of viral spread. 

5. Morning liturgy will take place inside each classroom as opposed to multiple grades 
gathering in the hallway for this time.  

6. Lunch will take place outside on any day that the weather permits. When the weather 
does not permit lunch taking place outside, students will eat lunch in their classrooms.  

7. All students, including Middle School students, will have a mid-morning outside play 
break. The play breaks will be staggered and individual classes will have designated 
areas on the campus so that they are interacting only with the students in their 
homeroom.  

8. All students will be required to wear masks when in school common areas and when 
moving through the hallways.  

9. All students will wash/sanitize their hands prior to snack and mealtime.  
10. Students will continue to go to their Specials classes. 
11. It is our strong desire to hold chapel services on Fridays, but we are still working out 

details around the format of chapel. 
 
What additional measures will be in place for students EI-C2?  

1. Once EI-C2 students enter their classrooms, they will be allowed to remove their face 
masks. 

2. All tables have been removed from EI and EII classrooms and replaced with individual 
desks.  

3. Student desks in first-floor classrooms (EI-C2) will have individual plexiglass partitions to 
separate students and to protect them from airborne particles that spread the virus.  

4. EI-C2 teachers will wear face shields or clear face masks, protecting students and 
teachers but allowing for students to see the teachers’ faces, which is critical for effective 
instruction.  

5. We will make instructional modifications to ensure that students are socially distanced as 
much as possible (i.e., students won’t gather on the rug in the classroom for storytime, 
reading, etc.) 

 
How will things be different for students in C3-C8?  

1. Students in C3-C8 will be expected to wear a face mask throughout the instructional day 
unless they are outside or socially distanced in the sanctuary for classes such as music. 

2. We will seek to minimize the amount of student transitions between classes. Some 
classes, including music and courses where multiple classes from a grade are in a class 
at the same time (Middle Latin, Bible, C6 Study Skills, etc.), will take place in the 
Sanctuary in order to space students out. 

 
In order to prioritize maintaining in-person instruction and to minimize risk to our 
community, for the time being, we will: 



1. Change the format of the Enrichment and Class One Meet and Greet events that are 
scheduled for Monday, August 10. This is now an OPTIONAL event for NEW students to 
Heritage. Should you wish to participate, there will be a sign up distributed to you by your 
teacher later this week, which will allow you to sign up for a 15-minute time slot to meet 
their teacher.  

2. Send a video with pertinent information and announcements on Monday, August 10 
instead of gathering together on Parent Night.  

3. Have our traditional prayer and balloon release on the first morning of school but parents 
will be asked to wear masks and students will be grouped with their homeroom 
classrooms. 

4. Not utilize parent volunteers in the school building. 
5. Reformat Moms in Prayer, Fathers Prayer, and Face to Face so that these events are 

happening remotely or outside where participants can be spaced out appropriately. 
6. Send home a video and materials for parents to review on August 20 in lieu of 

Curriculum Night. All  teachers will be available for follow-up Zoom sessions with 
parents, if needed, for further discussion and questions.  

7. Reschedule the Rock Ranch father-child event that was scheduled for Saturday, 
September 12. We will work to reschedule this event, if possible, and will communicate 
those new plans to you. 
 

What happens when a member of the Heritage community becomes ill? 
In the event that a Heritage student or family member becomes ill, the student should not return 
to school until all members of the family are symptom-free for 72 hours. In the event that you 
have your child or family member tested and the individual receives a positive test result, public 
health officials will likely require a 14-day quarantine at home for all members of the immediate 
family, contact tracing to determine who has been exposed, and a 14-day quarantine for 
anybody who has had significant exposure to that person. This same process will apply to 
faculty and staff members. 
 
What masks are allowed? 
Masks may be disposable, cloth, or neck gaiters that will cover the nose and mouth. Our normal 
policy regarding no pop-culture will apply to masks, and we ask that they contain no words or 
lettering. Each student will be provided a Heritage branded neck gaiter. Should a student lose a 
mask or a mask become disabled, we will provide them with a disposable mask. 
 
Will you continue to offer clubs?  
Yes, we plan to continue to offer the Fall I club offerings. These are voluntary activities, and we 
will do our best to maintain social distancing and to have participants outside as much as 
possible during clubs. When students are inside the building and not eating, they will be 
required to wear masks. 
 
What about the Barnabas Buddy program?  



We understand how important this program is to both our middle school and Enrichment 
students. We are working to reimagine what this program might look like in our current 
environment and will be in touch with further details after the start of the school year. 
 
What about Middle School sports? 
Our middle school athletes participate in the Metro Atlanta Athletic Conference (MAAC). As part 
of this organization, we must abide by the “Return to Play Protocols - 2020 Fall Season” they 
have established. You can find the full document here. Some of the highlights are: 

● No practices may begin before September 1 and no games can take place before 
September 8. 

● No spectators will be allowed at any indoor competition with no exceptions. 
● Outdoor competitions may be attended by spectators that are socially distanced. 

At indoor events, masks are required to be worn by anybody in the building, players included, 
unless they are actively participating in the competition.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Students who elect to participate in our remote learning option may not 
participate in sports or other extracurricular activities at school. 
 
  



Appendix A 
 

We are so grateful for the following members of the Heritage community who have given their 
time and medical and public health expertise to advise us throughout this pandemic. 
 
Tricia Claus, RN 
Natalie Hargrove, RN  
Dr. Jesse Jacobs 
Dr. Cary Sauer 
Susan Whatley, ARNP 
Dr. Eileen Yee 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

Over the course of the summer, we have made the following investments in equipment and 
services: 
 

1. Installation of eight (8) automatic handwashing stations. We have installed one on each 
classroom floor, four (4) in the hallway leading to the Fellowship Hall, and one in the 
gym. 

2. Installation of three (3) new touchless water bottle fillers. Each classroom floor will be 
equipped with one as well as the gym. 

3. Multiple hand sanitizing stations throughout the campus. 
4. Replaced tables in Enrichment with individual desks.  
5. Individual plexiglass partitions for each desk in Enrichment through Class 2. 
6. Clorox 360 electrostatic sprayer. 
7. Enhanced air filters. 
8. Air purifiers for each classroom. 
9. Expanded and enhanced professional cleaning services. 
10. Twelve (12) new picnic tables to allow more outside activities and classes. 
11. Computers for each classroom to allow teachers to record instruction each day for those 

utilizing remote learning. 
 
 
 
 


