
Mixed Certamen 
Certamen [contest] is a team competition that requires students to engage with their opponents in a battle 

of wits over the history, language, and culture of the ancient world. 

 

Teams 

Each team consists of 4 players. Mixed Certamen will mix 4 players from different schools on the same 

team, thus giving the contest a social twist. Each round of competition will use a Certamen Machine 

(formally known as a Quiz Wizard) that will provide each team a set of four buzzers (one per player).  

 

Moderators 

Competitions are run by a moderator, often assisted by a score keeper and timer. It is the sole job of the 

moderator to ask questions, recognize competitors, and judge accuracy of response. The timer will assist 

the moderator by calling “time” as needed. 

 

Rounds of Play 

A round of play consists of 20 toss up questions. Each toss up question may be accompanied by 1-2 

bonus questions.  

 

A toss-up question is worth 10 points and is open for any player to buzz in and answer. When recognized 

by the moderator a player has 2 seconds to answer the question (or begin the answer in the case of a 

necessarily longer response).  If the player does not respond within 2 seconds or appears to be stalling, the 

moderator may call TIME and pass on to the next player to buzz in. PLAYERS MAY NOT DISCUSS 

ON TOSS-UP QUESTIONS.  Any communication (verbal or non-verbal) perceived by the moderator 

may result in disqualification of that team for the present toss up question. 

 

When a toss-up question is answered correctly, the player wins 10 points for the team and the opportunity 

to answer 2 bonus questions. Each bonus question is worth 5 points.  The team is allotted 1 minute to 

discuss the bonus question as a team before Player 2 answers on behalf of the team. Alternatively, Player 

2 may designate another player to answer on the team’s behalf for a particular question. 

 

After every 5 questions the score keeper should notify the teams and moderator of the current score. At 

the end of the round, the team with the highest score wins that round of play. 

 

Certamen Tournaments often involve 3 rounds of play. Each round of play will consist of a different set 

of 3 teams (though the players assigned to a singular team will not change). 

 

Categories 

Categories for certamen questions are generally taken from the categories of history, literature, culture, 

and language. 

History: Greco-Roman History from 753 B.C. to 44 B.C.  

Culture: childhood, education, marriage, cursus honorum, military life, funeral customs 

Literature: Characters and events taken from the ancient narratives: Iliad, Odyssey, Aeneid, 

Metamorphoses 

Language: Grammar, Vocabulary, Derivatives, Common Phrases, Spoken Latin 


