
 
 

 
USE OF GOLDEN HEART: COPYRIGHTS AND 

TRADEMARKS—REGULATIONS 
 
Copyright and Trademark Use Generally 

 

The word GOLDEN HEART, the RITA statuette shown in one iteration below 
(“RITA Statuette”), GOLDEN HEART WINNER, GOLDEN HEART FINALIST, 
and the GOLDEN HEART WINNER and GOLDEN HEART FINALIST 
Medallions shown below (“GOLDEN HEART’ Medallions”) (collectively “GOLDEN 
HEART Indicia”) are the copyrighted works and/or trademarks of Romance Writers of 
America, Inc. (the “RWA”). These regulations (the “Regulations”) govern the use of the 
GOLDEN HEART Indicia by those who have officially won or officially been named a 
finalist for the GOLDEN HEART award.  By competing to win the GOLDEN HEART 
award or finalist designation for that award, you automatically agree to these Regulations. 

 
 
 

   
 
1. RWA has the sole and exclusive right to reproduce, manufacture, copy, sell, offer 
for sale, display images of, create derivative works of, modify, publish or otherwise 
exploit the GOLDEN HEART medallion and RITA Statuette in any size or medium, 
whether in three or two dimensions, and to distribute or exploit the statuette or 
reproductions of same by gift, sale, license or otherwise. No reproduction, replica, 
drawing, photograph, derivative work or other copy of the GOLDEN HEART medallion 
and RITA Statuette may be made or used by any entity, manufacturer, advertiser, 
organization or individual except in accordance with these Regulations or without the 
express prior written consent of RWA. 

 
2. All authorized uses of the GOLDEN HEART Indicia must also include the 
following copyright and trademark notice: GOLDEN HEART, GOLDEN HEART 
medallion, the RITA Statuette design, GOLDEN HEART WINNER, GOLDEN HEART 
FINALIST, the GOLDEN HEART WINNER and GOLDEN HEART FINALIST 
Medallion designs, RWA, and ROMANCE WRITERS OF AMERICA, are 
trademarks/service marks, registered trademarks/service marks, and/or copyrighted 
works of Romance Writers of America, Inc.” 

 
3. The GOLDEN HEART Indicia may not be used as a trademark/service mark, 
attention-getting symbol or visual work for any other entity or for any purpose not 
specifically in accordance with these Regulations. In addition, the GOLDEN HEART 
Indicia shall not be reproduced in any film, video, television production, motion picture, 



or print or digital publication not produced by, or explicitly authorized in writing by, the 
RWA. The RITA Statuette may not be used as a prop or on set in any stage, television, 
video or motion picture production without the express prior written consent of the 
RWA. 
 
RWA award recipients have no intellectual property rights whatsoever in the 
GOLDEN HEART Indicia, except pursuant to the limited trademark license herein. 

 
Limited Trademark License 

 

RWA automatically grants those who have officially won or been named a finalist for the 
GOLDEN HEART award (collectively “Licensees”), a non-exclusive, royalty-free 
license (“License”) that may not be sub-licensed, to use the GOLDEN HEART Indicia 
except the GOLDEN HEART medallion (collectively “Marks”) as trademarks, on or in 
connection with manuscripts, in the United States, pursuant to the terms below and 
generally in these Regulations.  The form, manner, nature as well as all related 
advertising, promotional and other related uses of the Marks by Licensees shall conform 
to standards set by and remain under the control of RWA. Licensees will cooperate with 
RWA to facilitate such control by RWA, including but not limited to supplying RWA 
with specimens or examples of use of the Marks by Licensees, upon RWA’s request. All 
uses of the Marks by Licensees shall inure to the benefit of RWA.  RWA may terminate 
the License at any time with or without cause. 
	

Website or Author Social Media: 
 

 
1. The Graphic Heart Medallion may be added to the authors website or on their 
social media sites. The words “Golden Heart® Winner” or “Golden Heart® Award 
Finalist” or similar descriptions incorporating the RWA’s marks may appear an authors 
website or social media if she/he has received a GOLDEN HEART Award or has been 
named a GOLDEN HEART finalist, respectively, under the following conditions.	
	

a. the words “Winner” or “Finalist,” appear in the same size, style and color 
of type as the marks “GOLDEN HEART®,”	
 

b. the achievement for which the GOLDEN HEART Award was 
conferred is specified adjacent to the use of the word GOLDEN 
HEART, and 

 
c. the required copyright and service mark notice is used, as set forth above 

in these Regulation. 
 
 



 
 
 

Eligible Title: 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Award Year: 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Author Name (Print): 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

I certify that I have read, understand, and will comply with the RWA 
GOLDEN HEART Award Service Mark Agreement. 

 
 
 

Signature   



 
 



 


