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W el c om e t o R efo r m a t i on P r es b y t er i a n C h u r c h
How we worship:
Each church has its own
worship style, but
worship is more than style.
It begins with a heart for
God through faith in
Christ. It is also a dialogue
between God and his
people; he speaks, and we
respond. Finally, worship
is defined by God, not our
imaginations. All that we
do in worship (e.g. singing, praying, affirming our
faith, preaching, etc.)
comes from God’s word.
He promises to meet with
us as we praise him in
these ways.

Call to worship:
Pastor Matt picks
scripture to be read here.
Worshiping God is a main
purpose of the church.
God calls us to enter his
presence and worship. The
call to worship grabs our
attention and asks us to
focus on God. It reminds
us why God is praiseworthy and deserving of our
worship.

Prayer of invocation:
Invocation means “to call
upon.” Even as God calls
us to worship, we call upon God to fill our hearts
with his Spirit to assure us
that we belong to him and
to help us worship him in
Spirit and truth.
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Christ-centered · Gospel-driven · Kingdom-focused
order of worship

(for order)

The first part of the service is the “up and down time”. This time goes
quick and you can participate. It’s easier to enjoy your time of
worship if you know what it is you are doing and why it’s important.
It’s a great joy to come and worship God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS — (see page 11)
Rev. Matt Lucas

MOMENT OF PREPARATION
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Tom and Sue Shoger

CALL TO WORSHIP — Matthew 2:2
Elder Jim Miller
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.”

HYMN OF ADORATION — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Trinity Hymnal #194 (vv. 1, 3-5)

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
LORD’S PRAYER — Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF OUR FAITH — The Heidelberg Catechism #44
Elder: Why does the creed add, “He descended to hell?”
People: To assure me in times of personal crisis and temptation
that Christ my Lord,
by suffering unspeakable anguish, pain, and terror of
soul, especially on the cross but also earlier,
has delivered me from the anguish and torment of hell.

RESPONSE OF PRAISE — God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
Trinity Hymnal #211 (v. 1)
God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day,
To save us all from Satan's pow'r when we were gone astray;
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
CHILDREN’S HYMN — Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!
Trinity Hymnal #198 (vv. 1, 2)
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
Behold, the King of glory waits;
The King of kings is drawing near,
The Savior of the world is here.
A helper just he comes to thee,
His chariot is humility,
His kingly crown is holiness,
His scepter, pity in distress.

WORSHIP THROUGH OFFERINGS
MUSICAL OFFERING — Joy to the World
Music: G. F. Handel | Arranged: John Carter
© 1987 in Carlos for Piano by Hope Publishing Company

Affirmation of our
faith:
Scripture, Creeds or a
catechism question is
used here To affirm
means to say as a fact,
strongly and publicly.
The worship leader is
asking us a question
about what we believe
about God.
Elder: What does God
teach us about…?
People: God’s people
respond and say what
they believe.
Worship through
singing:
God delights in hearing
his people sing. As we
sing our faith, we give
praise to God and he
transforms our hearts
so that we are more like
His Son.
Children’s Sermon:
Jesus wants the children
to know that the
Gospel is for them as
well. We are encouraged to train children in
the way they should go
so they will grow in
their faith and love for
God. Pastor Matt wants
you to have your own
message that you can
understand. The older
people love seeing you
worship.
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DOXOLOGY
Morning Offering
Offertory:
A song is song or music played during this
time. The time in the
service when we can
give back and say thank
you to God with a part
of what he has given us.
Everything belongs to
God. We are only
stewards of what is
loaned to us.
Doxology:
Doxology means
“praise.” We praise God
because of his
generosity to us.
Sermon:
“Title of the sermon is
here in quotes” | Rev.
Matt Lucas The pastor’s
message from God’s
Word, the Bible. The
Bible teaches us how to
know Jesus and
experience his saving
work. The sermon is for
proclaiming Jesus and
how we can trust in him
for salvation and live
for his glory. For those
who receive the Bible as
the word of God, it is
profitable to teach us,
rebuke our sins, build
us up in his grace, and
train us in righteousness.
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
SERMON — “They Are Weak, But He Is Strong”
Rev. Matt Lucas
Genesis 3:1-7, 14-15 (pew Bible pages 2-3)
Matthew 4:1-11 (pew Bible page 809)
THE FALL
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You
shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said,
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden,
neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was
with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves loincloths.
14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed
are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS
4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3
And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is

written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command
his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot
against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to
the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down
and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship
the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels
came and were ministering to him.

SERMON NOTES
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Confession of sin:
As a family we join
together to tell God we
are sorry for our sins
because none of us are
good. We all need
forgiveness. Did the
prayer ask God for
forgiveness? Yes or No?
Underline the things
the prayer says we are
sorry for.

MORE NOTES AND DOODLES

“Our heavenly Father,
...amen.”

HYMN OF PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!
Trinity Hymnal #498 (vv. 1, 2, 4)

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord Jesus, you alone are mighty in battle against your enemies;
you alone have won victory over Satan, our accuser.
Yet we are weak and often fail in times of temptation.
Please forgive our sins and our desire for sin.
We plead for your strength to overcome temptation.
Fill us with a love for righteousness. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON — Revelation 12:10
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority
of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has
been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our
God.”
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SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Notes about partaking:
Our custom is to come forward in groups around tables in order to
receive the bread and wine as a church family. We eat and drink as we
receive the bread and cup.
Gluten free wafers are available on each table. (Wafers are gluten, wheat,
yeast, dairy, egg, soy, nut, and corn free.) We serve a mixed tray of wine
and grape juice. The outer ring contains grape juice while the inner rings
contain wine.
Look at the First Catechism questions and answers and the following
passages to help you understand why we come to the table:
126
127
128
129

130

138
139
140

Q. How many sacraments are there?
A. 2
Q. What are they?
A. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
Q. Who appointed these sacraments?
A. The Lord Jesus Christ
Q. Why did Christ appoint these sacraments?
A. To distinguish his people from the world and to comfort
and strengthen them.
Q. What sign is used in the Lord’s Supper?
A. Eating bread and drinking wine to remember the suffering of
Jesus Christ.
Q. What does the bread represent?
A. Christ’s body sacrificed for our sins.
Q. What does the wine represent?
A. Christ’s blood shed for our sins.
Q. Who may rightly partake of the Lord’s Supper?
A. Those who repent of their sins, trust in Christ, live a godly
life, and profess their faith before the Church.

Look up these passages:
1 Corinthians 10:16-22 (pew Bible pages 957-958)
1 Corinthians 11:27-29 (pew Bible page 959)
Matthew 5:23-24 (pew Bible page 810)

What do we as Christians
believe is true about the
Lord’s Supper?
First, we confess that it is
a holy action, ordained of
God, in which the Lord
Jesus, by earthly and visible things set before us,
lifts us up unto heavenly
and invisible things. And
that when he had prepared
his spiritual banquet, he
witnessed that he himself
was the lively bread
wherewith our souls are
fed unto everlasting life.
And therefore, in setting
forth bread and wine to
eat and drink, he confirms
and seals up to us his
promise and communion
(that is, that we shall be
partakers with him in his
kingdom); and he represents unto us, and makes
plain to our senses, his
heavenly gifts; and also
gives unto us himself, to
be received with faith, and
not with mouth, nor yet
by transfusion of substance; but so, through
the virtue [power] of the
Holy Ghost, that we, being fed with his flesh, and
refreshed with his blood,
may be renewed both
unto true godliness and
to immortality.
-John Knox, 1559
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HYMNS FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

Jesus, I Come
Words by William True Sleeper | Music by Greg Thompson
© 2000 Greg Thompson Music

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night,
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come.
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of my sickness into Thy health,
Out of my wanting and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into Thy blessed will to abide,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love,
Out of despair into raptures above,
Upward forever on wings like a dove,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of earth's sorrows into Thy balm,
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress into jubilant psalm,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of the fear and dread of the tomb,
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the joy and light of Thy home,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of the depths of ruin untold,
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,
Ever Thy glorious face to behold,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
Trinity Hymnal #499
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Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfil thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and thou alone.

Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfil thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and thou alone.

Jesus, Lover of My Soul
Words: Charles Wesley | Music: Greg Thompson
© 2000 Greg Thompson Music.

Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high.
Hide me, O my Savior, hide,
‘Till life’s storm is past;
Safe into the haven guide;
Receive my soul at last.

Thou, O Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
Heal the sick, and lead the blind.
Just and holy is Thy Name,
I’m unrighteousness;
False and full of sin I am;
Thou full of truth and grace.

Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, ah leave me not alone,
Still support and comfort me.
All my trust on Thee is stayed,
Help from Thee I bring;
Cover my defenseless head
In the shadow of Thy wing.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found,
Grace to cover all my sin;
Let the healing streams abound;
Make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art,
Let me take of Thee;
Spring Thou up within my heart;
To all eternity.

Here Is Love
Words: William Rees & William Edwards | Music: Robert Lowry
Here is love, vast as the ocean,
LovingLoving-kindness as the flood,
When the Prince of Life, our Ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.
Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?
He can never be forgotten
Throughout heav'n's eternal days.

Let me, all Thy love accepting,
Love Thee, ever all my days;
Let me seek Thy kingdom only,
And my life be to Thy praise;
Thou alone shalt be my glory,
Nothing in the world I see;
Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me,
Thou Thyself hast set me free.

On the mount of crucifixion
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God's mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,
And heav'n's peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love.

In Thy truth Thou dost direct me
By Thy Spirit through Thy Word;
And Thy grace my need is meeting,
As I trust in Thee, my Lord.
Of Thy fullness Thou art pouring
Thy great love and power on me,
Without measure, full and boundless,
Drawing out my heart to Thee.
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Benediction: The
pastor speaks God’s
blessing over the
congregation. Stand
up tall and straight as
you receive this
blessing. Go out into
the world with the
confidence of the Lord
with you.
Congregational
Response:
The congregation will
respond to God after
his blessing with
thankful hearts in
song.

BENEDICTION Stand up tall, hold your head up high and receive this
blessing from the Holy Spirit. Go out from your church family and
show all people the Love of Jesus.
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE — Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Trinity Hymnal #196 (v. 1)
Come, thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear Desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Enjoy your
Sabbath Day!
Don’t forget to
return
your bags.
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O COME
ALL YE FAITHFUL
JOYFUL
TRIUMPHANT
COME YE
BETHLEHEM
BEHOLD HIM
BORN THE KING
ANGEL
LET US
ADORE HIM
CHRIST
THE LORD
SING
CHOIRS
EXULTATION
CITIZENS
HEAVEN ABOVE
GLORY TO GOD
HIGHEST
YEA LORD
WE GREET
THEE
HAPPY MORNING
JESUS
GIVEN
WORD
FATHER
FLESH
APPEARING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Program

GET CONNECTED
(Place

in offering plate)

Name

Sunday, December 16

Email

6 PM

Phone

Reception and Crafts
following in
Kirkside Hall

Address

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Look for your advent materials so you can
prepare for His coming! Only 1 candle is lit today.

I’D LIKE INFORMATION
ABOUT:
ARP Denomination
Baptism
Children’s Ministry
Community Groups
Membership
Men’s Ministry
Missions/Outreach
Music Ministry
Women’s Ministry
Youth Ministry
Receive a call from a pastor

Color the candles and Advent wreath

COMMENTS/PRAYER
REQUESTS

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Fill out the form on the next page, tear it off, and
place it in the offering plate.

Have a great week!
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