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You can be sure that when Volunteers do return Peace Corps will be better than ever!
In the meantime I invite you to see the evidence in these pages of how much can be
accomplished when dedicated people come together to work hand in hand toward
shared goals. You will see photos of concrete improvements and read stories of
empowerment and skill development. You will witness all the ways American Volunteers
have supported Moldovan citizens in building a secure and prosperous future at the
local level. As we look forward to 2020 and beyond we are committed to invite
Volunteers back with an expanded vision, one that includes greater flexibility, more
cross sectoral and cross regional coordination and deeper integration of resources and
ideals in pursuit of positive change.  

FROM THE COUNTRY DIRECTOR

Message

Leslie McCuaig
I am  proud to present the Annual Report 2019. This report
shares highlights of the progress made by the joint efforts of
our Volunteers and their committed partners across so many
Moldovan communities. And yet as I write this, due to the
COVID pandemic, for the first time since 1993 we have no Peace
Corps Volunteers in Moldova. I want to assure all of the friends,
partners, schools and communities that make up the Peace
Corps family that we are still very much present in Moldova as
an organization. We are working hard to bring our Volunteers
back just as soon as it is safe to do so for the communities of
Moldova. Peace Corps staff continues to support educators,
youth and local organizations directly as we also take advantage
of the opportunity to strengthen our programs and trainings. 

PEACE CORPS MOLDOVA 2019

Peace Corps was created in 1961 by President
John F. Kennedy in response to the growing
desire of American citizens to provide
assistance and support to a changing world.
Peace Corps' core mission of  promoting peace
and friendship  by building local partnerships
between real people is as important as ever in
today's world.  
Made up of everyday Americans from all walks
of life, Peace Corps Volunteers sign up to serve
for two years in more than 60 countries around
the world, leaving their families, friends and
careers  to help others and promote
international friendship. 

 PEACE CORPS
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FROM THE US AMBASSADOR

Dereck J Hogan

Message

In 1993, the government of Moldova invited
Peace Corps to bring Volunteers to
Moldova to launch a new program to help
expand the teaching of English within the
Moldovan school system. By 1997 Peace
Corps had grown to three programs, which
today consist of English Education, Health
Education and Community and
Organizational Development. 
Through 27 months of service, Peace Corps
Volunteers live with Moldovan host families
and participate fully in village and cultural
traditions while working with Moldovan
partners to build capacity in schools and
organizations, and all in the local language! 

PEACE CORPS IN MOLDOVA

Over the last 28 years, the United
States and Moldova have built a strong
relationship built on mutual under-
standing and dedication to people-to-
people connections.

One of the most important ways that the United States improves that mutual
understanding is through the work of our Peace Corps Volunteers, who work side-by-
side with local partners to solve some of the most important challenges facing the
world.
 

I’ve seen the results of these relationships throughout my time as U.S. Ambassador
to Moldova.  As I’ve visited towns and villages all across Moldova, I’ve met with our
Volunteers and the Moldovans with whom they work.  From community health
projects to English education to youth empowerment, our Volunteers are
demonstrating American dedication to the people of Moldova.
 

I have great respect to the  Volunteers who dedicate two years of their life to building
grassroots partnerships with Moldovan communities, but I am also grateful to the
generosity of the Moldovan people who welcome them into their homes and lives
with open hearts. I firmly believe that Moldova and the United States are most
successful together and the Peace Corps plays a vital role in that relationship. 
Congratulations to the Peace Corps on another great year in Moldova!
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123 Peace Corps
Volunteers

In 2019 Volunteers
served in 92 communities

across 30 raions and 2
municipalities of Moldova 
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Since 1993,  more than 1500  Amer icans have served as
Peace Corps Volunteers  across Moldova.  
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students demonstrated improved English fluency in the classroom and
through clubs and activities by working directly with English native speakers.

students successfully applied for local,
national and international educational
opportunities.

additional community members joined in
activities to support the school and
enhance English learning for students.

ENGLISH EDUCATION 2019
The English Education Program improves the English language proficiency of
Moldovan students by helping teachers deliver effective classroom
instruction. Volunteers work with schools, high schools and gymnasiums in
urban and rural areas, providing support in lesson planning, teaching
methodologies and English-based extracurricular activities.

58
 Teachers
of English

youth clubs focused on developing
conversational English, critical thinking
skills and STEM competencies.

teachers participated with Volunteers in communities of practice and
were introduced to student-centered teaching techniques, gender
equitable classroom practices, and classroom-based assessments.

39
  Volunteers   

43
 Schools

54

3365

148

140

45

co-taught
 with in

PEACE CORPS MOLDOVA 2019

PROGRAMS IN MOLDOVAPAGE |  04



Add a little bit of body
text

Ecaterina, an English Teacher from the Cahul
raion, gave students the opportunity to learn in
a real-life situation with American peers and
professionals. With the help of her Volunteer
Valerie, Ecaterina formed an International
VideoChat club in the lyceum. Moldovan teens
from Cahul met regularly via Skype with a
group of high-school students in the American
state of Alabama. Both groups learned unique
things about each other’s culture, and found
that they have many things in common!
Moldovan students had the opportunity to
interview English-speaking women about their
jobs, speaking with a software engineer, a
lawyer, and a retired general. The teens
developed interview skills, while hearing advice
about education, employment, and life. They
were very impressed with how much they could
learn through real time virtual meetings.

Ecaterina and Valerie

Ana and Chelsey

English Education Partnership in Action

Many Volunteers organize clubs for students
but in Anenii Noi raion, Ana and Volunteer
Chelsey offered an English Club specifically
for teachers.  Realizing that it wasn't just
students who wanted to learn English,
Chelsey and Ana developed a unique
curriculum for adults which provided the
opportunity to learn basic English words and
grammar while also serving as a forum to
watch and discuss movies. The club was a big
success!
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HEALTH EDUCATION 2019
The Health Education Program teaches Moldovan youth in schools to develop
healthier habits and to share practices with their families and community
members. Volunteers co-teach with Health Education and Personal
Development teachers, in primary, middle and high schools, while also
facilitating health clubs and other activities with local organizations.

72
Teachers of 

 Health
Education 

42
 Volunteers   

35
 Schools

co-taught
 with

in

youth and adult community members participated
in 32 community events related to service learning
projects such as clean up days, organized with the
support of Volunteers.

students learned about health with American
Volunteers. More than 60% of these students reported
changing their habits to include eating at least 5 fruits
and vegetables daily and adding an additional hour of
physical activity to each day. 

students participated in health and life skills
campaigns, clubs and camps.  The youth planned and
implemented awareness days around such issues as
alcohol consumption, the dangers of smoking, and
prevention of STIs,  HIV and adolescent pregnancy.

1794

600

518

PEACE CORPS MOLDOVA 2019

teachers were introduced to new pedagogical
models focusing on students’ needs and gender
equitable classroom practices. Many formed support
groups to exchange best practices and lessons
learned.

182
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The combined efforts of Health Education
Teacher Elena and Volunteer Stephanie led to
a considerable decrease in smoking among
students and teachers at their school in
Ungheni raion. Through active health
campaigns and other educational activities the
students came to understand and embrace the
importance of healthy choices!  

"The most important thing, through the
activities carried out, is that we can understand
how we can prevent diseases and what the
consequences are if we do not follow certain
rules," said Ms. Elena.

Elena and Stephanie

In a village of Soldanesti raion, students in the
primary grades benefited from a new 10-day
summer camp organized by Health Education
Teacher Irina and Volunteer Aprille. Other
teachers from their school also dedicated their
time to bring joy and daily physical activity to
more than 20 students during the camp. Aprille,
along with Irina and youth leaders from the
community, designed and organized activities
covering the topics of Self-Esteem, Volunteerism,
Leadership, Art, Dance, Conflict Resolution, and
Team Building.

Irina and Aprille

Health Education Partnership in Action
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COMMUNITY & ORGANIZATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT 2019

The COD Program strives to increase the capacity of local organizations
serving communities. Volunteers join partners in public libraries, NGOs,
community centers and other groups committed to increasing participation
in community improvements and problem solving.

61
  Professionals

41
 Organizations

partnered 
with in

partner organizations learned new project design
and management techniques, strengthening their
needs assessment, planning and communication
skills, resulting in greater impact and wider
community involvement in projects and activities.

community members of all ages participated in 46 local community projects
contributing to improved local conditions: by developing youth IT and leadership
skills, by providing needed renovations to revitalize local libraries, and by promoting
active lifestyles through fitness centers and increased sports opportunities.

2716

1430

55

local citizens, led by Volunteers and their partners,
participated in 37 volunteer activities and charity
events in Moldovan villages and towns, demonstrating
increased collaboration, coordination, and resource
sharing with other community stakeholders at the
local level.

175

youth improved their critical thinking and
leadership skills through participation in clubs,
summer camps and career development programs
sponsored by COD partner organizations.

42
  Volunteers   
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Add a little bit of body
text

Youth from Edinet and Paige
After participating in a Youth Empowerment
Workshop organized by Peace Corps Moldova, a
group of active young people from Edinet
established a Local Youth Council in their town.
With the support of COD partner Marina and
Volunteer Paige, these young leaders founded
the council, recruited new members, and
created a partnership with the mayor’s office,
which in turn led to an action plan and a series
of initial working meetings. The initiative was
their first experience mobilizing their peers to
become the voice of youth in their community.
While helping the young people gain experience
with civic engagement, the activity also
contributed to a new perception of youth as
active stakeholders and change makers in their
community. 

Larisa, from the Temporary Placement Center for
Children in Hincesti raion, was concerned that
disadvantaged children needed  more effective
support to master critical math skills. Volunteer
Alyssa introduced new technologies and helped
Larisa design a comprehensive approach to address
this need. A peer mentoring program, a club focused
on using math in daily life, and a robotics club
applying math to fun projects all helped the children
improve their expertise in math and their results in
school. Equally important, it increased their  self-
esteem and confidence.  After just a few months the
children from the Center participated in a national
robotics contest in Chisinau for the first time.

Larisa and Alyssa

Community Development Partnership in Action
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11
schools

7
libraries

6
school

gyms and
canteens

8
community

centers

2
women's
fitness

facilities

1240
youth

1320
students

Peace Corps Volunteers work with partners to design projects which fill a
need and build capacity for important local priorities. Schools and
organizations can apply for small grants which provide funds for the
purchase of goods and equipment in concert with trainings, outreach and
events to support sustainability.

PEACE CORPS GRANTS 2019

gained leadership and critical
thinking skills, learned about
gender equity and diversity, and
received personal and professional
development training in clubs and
camps organized in improved
facilities

12 librarians, 55 teachers of
English and Health Education, and
28 community center leaders
received training on the effective
use of IT, techniques for volunteer
recruitment, civic engagement, and
youth development

95
professional

adults

completed renovations to
promote increased physical
activity and support
healthier meals

PROJECT TYPES 

purchased IT equipment for
classrooms and STEM
programs

 renovated outdated facilities
and purchased new furniture

to create more welcoming
community spaces

 improved their facilities and
obtained modern equipment

to increase the quality of
services for at risk youth and  

people with special needs

were established to
promote healthy life styles
and to provide a place to
convene for civic
engagement

were trained on the importance of
regular physical activity and
healthy eating in improved sport
and catering facilities at schools

$ 170,000

34
Grants awarded to
community and
school projects

$ 69,581
Funds raised by
community contributions

Peace Corps grant funds
distributed (from USAID + private
sources)

$ 239,581 Total funds invested in Peace
Corps projects 

LASTING RESULTS
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Maria and James
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Maria Botnaru works at the Phoenix Center in Riscani.
Together with COD Volunteer James she supported 20
children with disabilities to become young entrepreneurs.
In partnership with the local Professional School and a
UK private charity, the Phoenix Center  received a grant
for a Merchandise Printing system with which the
children could create designs for t-shirts and other
souvenirs. A Peace Corps grant supported the critical
training component which taught the children to use the
modern embroidery machine and to become young
entrepreneurs.

Aliona and Sabrina
Aliona, an English Teacher from Soldanesti raion, together
with HE Volunteer Sabrina noticed the need to create an
inclusive space at their school. "The Unity for our
Community" project completely renovated the school
library, including new furniture and technology, and created
a School Community Center. The space was designed to
enhance the overall school climate to better support
diversity and inclusion.  Direct beneficiaries include 600
students and 45 teachers, as well as outside community
groups.

Viorica and EE Volunteer Lindsay were concerned that
students with disabilities and other health issues were
excluded from gym classes in Causeni raion. Together
they created a fitness club specifically for these students,
using movement and exercise to build self-esteem and a
positive body image. After the facility was renovated and
modern equipment installed, Viorica and Lindsay hosted
a Camp Confidence at the Community Center for
Children to introduce the new group and equipment to
the students. In a short period of time they could already
see the children's newly formed confidence emerge, as
their eagerness to participate and engage in sports
activities grew exponentially.

Viorica and Lindsay

GRANTS PARTNERSHIP IN ACTION
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Add a little bit of body
text

Over the summer 11 Volunteers came from different
regions to support a unique cultural exchange event: a
baseball and oina camp for youth in Cimislia. Oina is a
Moldovan/ Romanian Sport similar to baseball. Peace
Corps Volunteers teamed up with a local NGO and the
mayor's office to bring together sport, cultural exchange
and leadership training to youth in Cimislia. Supported by
a US Embassy grant, the camp’s goals were to promote a
healthy lifestyle through sport and youth leadership
activities. American Volunteers coached Moldovan
teenagers in baseball and in turn themselves learned from
Moldovan youth about oina.

Youth  Baseball and Oina Summer Camp
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Inspired by the successful Ukraine Model United Nations (MUN), a
group of determined Volunteers decided to bring MUN to
Moldovan high school students, with the mission of enhancing
students’ understanding of the political and institutional workings
of the United Nations with respect to Moldova’s national interests.
Finding a strong local partner in the  Association for Creative
Development (ADC),  the group designed a six-day summer
Moldova MUN Academy, for 60 Moldovan youths aged 13-18 and
were successful in obtaining funding for 2020 from UNFPA. The
legacy of Volunteers Tyler, Sahir, Sam, Harisson, and Katie will
continue to serve and inspire Moldovan youth, empowering them
to make informed decisions about their future.

 Volunteers bring Model United Nations initiative to Moldova

Youth and Women's Development Workshop
In 2019 Peace Corps Moldova hosted a Youth and Women's
Empowerment Workshop. The workshop brought teams of
3 participants (1 Volunteer, 1 adult service provider and 1
young person) from each community to a weekend training
event in Chisinau. Using an experiential, practical training
approach, the participants learned about civic engagement
and community service by working together to plan
summer camps and other youth projects for their
communities. The regional workshops brought together
Volunteers and participants from each of the three PC
programs to design activities best suited to their part of the
country. The result was powerful teams within and across
communities, and a lot of fun, songs, and sharing of best
practices during the weekend. With a combined focus on
current activities and longer term gender inclusive youth
development, many participants called it the best learning
experience yet for Volunteers, youth, partners, and the
Peace Corps staff team.  

CROSS SECTOR PARTNERSHIP



TDV (Tinerii pentru
 Dreptul la Viață)

Reteaua Centrelor de
Tineret din Moldova

Technovation
Challenge Moldova

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VALUED PARTNERS
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