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Thanks to the work of Volunteers, 
counterpart teachers, and school 
directors, as well as the successful 
partnership with the Government 
of Kyrgyz Republic and specifically 
with the Ministry of Education and 
Science, we have many achievements 
to be proud of. 

Thanks to the support of the Ministry 
of Education schools, for 27 years 
American Peace Corps Volunteers 
have been living in the Kyrgyz 
Republic, co-teaching English with 
Kyrgyzstani teachers, as well as 
motivating and inspiring students 
to advance their English skills and 
expand their futures. These successful 
partnerships at a community level, 
inside and outside of the classroom, 
have resulted in increased student 
and teacher capacity in English, and 
have built relationships that will 
continue long beyond the two years of 
a Volunteers’ service. 

We are excited and proud to share 
the results of the past year with 
you. This report highlights the 
collaboration between the teachers, 
school directors, and Peace Corps 
Volunteers, a collaboration that is at 
the heart of Peace Corps’ success 
in Kyrgyz Republic. In the new year 
and new decade ahead, we look 

MESSAGE FROM  
THE COUNTRY DIRECTOR

All over the world, Peace Corps 
Volunteers are invited by host 
country governments, to serve in 
technical areas that the country has 
identified. Without support from 
the Government of Kyrgyz Republic, 
the achievements highlighted in 
this report would not have been 
possible. One thing that I see every 
day is how much the work of Peace 
Corps Volunteers is valued in Kyrgyz 
Republic, by both government 
representatives as well as community 
members. We see this in the 
enthusiasm of teachers, students, 
and parents, as well as the support 
we receive from the Ministry of 
Education and Science and Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.  

The goals of Peace Corps have 
remained the same, and I believe 
the mission of world peace and 
friendship is as important now as 
it was when PC was conceived in 
1961. The biggest success of the 
Peace Corps program can be seen 
in the relationships are built in 
some of the most remote villages, 
communities which may have never 
had an opportunity to host someone 
from another country. It is in these 
relationships that the impact of 
Peace Corps is reflected.

forward in the future to continued 
collaboration across cultures to 
transfer skills and build connections 
and understanding between the 
people of our two countries.

Anna Hoffman 
Country Director 
Peace Corps Kyrgyz Republic 
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GLOBAL OVERVIEW OF PEACE CORPS
The Peace Corps is an independent, non-political and non-religious U.S. 
Government agency that provides Volunteers to countries requesting assistance 
around the world.  The agency traces its roots and mission to 1960, when Senator 
John. F. Kennedy challenged students at the University of Michigan to serve their 
country in the cause of peace by living and working in developing countries. 
Thus, in 1961, President John F. Kennedy officially established the Peace Corps to 
promote world peace and friendship, and that mission has not changed. Peace 
Corps remains committed to its three goals, namely:

1 2 3
Helping people of 

interested countries in 
meeting their needs 
for trained men and 

women.

Helping to promote a 
better understanding 

of American people on 
the part of the peoples 

served.

Helping to promote a 
better understanding  

of other peoples on  
the part of American 

people.

Peace Corps Volunteers around the world are committed to grassroots 
development by working and living hand-in-hand with local people of countries 
they serve. They work as teachers, business advisors, youth development 
specialists, health educators, and agriculture and environment workers. They 
are committed to learning from their host families and partners and integrating 
themselves into the culture of the country where they serve. All Volunteers 
serve at the invitation of the host country government and work in partnership 
with a host agency. Funding for the Peace Corps programs around the world 
is allocated by the United States Congress and comes from the taxes paid by 
individual American citizens.

PEACE CORPS FACTS  
AROUND THE GLOBE

PEACE CORPS FACTS  
IN THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC

Сaribbean Islands

South America

Pacific Islands
Africa

Asia

Central America and Mexico

Eastern Europe and Central Asia

North Africa and the Middle East

7334
ACTIVE 
VOLUNTEERS

26
AVERAGE AGE

3.2%
OVER THE
AGE OF 50

61
ACTIVE HOST
COUNTRIES

65%

35%

77*
VOLUNTEERS

87%
20-29 
YEARS OLD

9%
30-39 
YEARS OLD

4%
40-65 
YEARS OLD

40

37
(*as of January 2020) 
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PEACE CORPS  
IN THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ENTERING INTO 
PEACE CORPS SERVICE

In order to serve as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Kyrgyzstan, aspiring Peace Corps 
Volunteers pass through a rigorous screening process. Applicants who are invited 
to serve have demonstrated that they have fulfilled the following requirements:

Talas

Jalal-Abad

13

12

19

15
513

Osh

Issyk-Kul

Naryn

Chui

VOLUNTEER DISTRIBUTION

It has been 27 years since the United 
States Peace Corps opened in the 
Kyrgyz Republic in 1993 with an 
official country agreement signed 
between the two governments. Since 
that time, more than 1,250 Peace 
Corps Volunteers have helped over 
100,000 Kyrgyzstani people learn 
English, develop leadership skills, and 
engage in community projects.  These 
Volunteers, working closely with their 
local counterparts, have also carried 
out successful teacher training, 
gender education, computer literacy, 
and youth development activities. 

At the present time, all Peace Corps 
Volunteers in Kyrgyz Republic teach 
English as a foreign language. In 
addition to building the capacity 
of teachers and students in the 
classroom, most Volunteers 
participate in summer and winter 
camps and teach young people about 
life skills, including critical thinking 
and future planning. 

 ٚ US Citizenship
 ٚ Bachelor’s Degree from an 

accredited university: transcripts 
required 

 ٚ Health Screening: documented 
physical and mental ability to serve

 ٚ Background Check: Clearance on 
civil, financial, and professional 
conduct

 ٚ Successful interviews with Peace 
Corps headquarters

 ٚ Successful completion of an 
intensive pre-service training 
program in Kyrgyz Republic
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PREPARATIONS FOR SERVICE  
IN THE KYRGYZ REPUBLIC  
AND ONGOING TRAININGS 
All Peace Corps Volunteers participate 
in three months of pre-service 
training to prepare for their two-
year service. In 2019 Peace Corps 
Kyrgyz Republic welcomed 40 new 
trainees who were eager to work 
as Volunteers in English education. 
The training began even before the 
trainees arrived, with Kyrgyz language 
lessons and sessions on cultural 
issues over the internet. The goal of 
Pre-Service Training is to prepare 
trainees to work, live, maintain 

their health and stay safe in Kyrgyz 
Republic. During these three months 
they learn Kyrgyz language, practice 
teaching methodologies with local 
counterparts and receive training in 
cross-cultural tools and awareness. 
Only trainees who successfully 
complete the training program are 
sworn-in as Volunteers.

Throughout two years of joint work, 
Peace Corps Volunteers and local 
English teachers attend teacher 

trainings, as Teaching Methodology, 
Grading and Assessment, and Lesson 
Planning. With the aim of supporting 
the schools in creating friendly 
environment to students, Peace 
Corps provides “Students Friendly 
Schools” training for  School Directors, 
teachers, and Volunteers, who 
disseminate their knowledge in their 
areas.  Local teachers, community 
members and Volunteers attend 
“Project Design and Management” 
training and can apply to small 
grants aimed at development of their 
communities.  
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In partnership with the Ministry of 
Education and Science of the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Peace Corps’ Teaching 
English as a Foreign Language 
(TEFL) project aims to increase the 
professional, academic and personal 
opportunities of the teachers, 
students, and community members 
through improved English language 
skills teaching, and learning methods.

Through co-teaching English in 
secondary schools Peace Corps 
Volunteers build the capacity of 
English teachers. TEFL Volunteers 
provide assistance to their schools 
and communities in establishing 
or expanding English teaching 
resources, and production of 
innovative teaching materials. 
The Volunteers are also involved 
in extracurricular activities such 
as conducting English clubs, 
computer training, and other youth 

TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREGN 
LANGUAGE PROGRAM 2019 
HIGHLIGHTS

GOAL 1: Teachers’ capacity developed through co-
teaching, teacher trainings and resource development

488

Local English teachers working with Peace Corps 
Volunteers reported that they improved their English 
instruction, started applying new techniques for 
teaching language, and mastered communicative 
language learning principles. 

723
English teachers increased their participation in 
teacher professional development activities in 
English.

561 English teachers trained to use new learning 
resources or classroom materials.

269 English teachers improved skills of classroom-based 
assessments to monitor and inform student progress.

GOAL 2: English fluency, critical thinking, and life skills of 
students improved through both formal and informal learning

9124
Students from secondary schools attended English 
classes co-taught by Volunteers, as native English 
speakers working with their Kyrgyzstani counterparts.

4999 Students demonstrated improved English proficiency 
based on class or extracurricular activity content.

1107
Students improved their leadership and professional 
skills as a result of participation in camps with Peace 
Corps Volunteers’ involvement. 

development activities. Since its 
inception in 1993, more than 700 TEFL 
Volunteers have served as teachers 
at 200 secondary schools and 15 
universities.

 In 2019, 83 Volunteers successfully 
worked alongside more than 100 local 
English teachers. Currently, there are 
77 volunteers working in secondary 
schools in six oblasts of the country. 

Outside of the classroom, volunteers 
together with local counterparts also 
assist communities to achieve their 
development goals through small 
projects that emphasize capacity 
building and sustainability. In 2019, 
35 community led projects received 
small grant funding through Peace 
Corps from USAID Small Project 
Assistance (SPA) and Peace Corps 
Partnership Program (PCPP). These 
projects support teacher training, 
school and community resource 
centers. Together with communities 
Volunteers also implemented projects 
supported by private donors.  

TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE
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Working with 
Kelly, I have grown 
professionally. We 
have attended several 
trainings conducted 
by Peace Corps on 
teaching methodology, 
team teaching, 
creating a student 
friendly environment 

at schools, and designing and implementing projects. Last year we attended 
a “Project Design and Management” training. Thanks to new knowledge, we 
designed a project “Multimedia Techniques in English Language Instruction,” 
which was then supported by Peace Corps.   As a result we got 16 laptops, 
headphones, resource materials and most importantly we are now training 
other teachers to use multimedia technologies in class.  2020 was declared 
the Year of Regional Development, Digitalization of the Country and Child 
Support in Kyrgyzstan and our project fully coincides with it.”    

Lira Osmonkulova, English teacher in a secondary school of Naryn oblast, told 
us her story of success.  She has a strong aspiration to expand students’ oppor-
tunities through teaching them English.  Lira’s motto is “To learn a language is 
to have one more window from which to look at the world”. She emphasized 
the importance of working with Peace Corps Volunteer Kelly Newton:

“The goal of this project is to provide our 
teachers with the knowledge and resources 
to incorporate multimedia technology 
into English teaching methodology. We 
provided the school with new resources, 
but our primary goal is to conduct teacher 
trainings for all our English teachers on how 
to effectively use multimedia technology 
to benefit our students’ English skills. 
Technology allows teachers to model 
complex situations, provides students with 
more access to native speakers, leads to 
enhanced memory of new themes and 
vocabulary, and causes students to grow 
in overall enthusiasm for the learning 
experience. In addition, as Kyrgyzstan 
continues to incorporate technology into its 
future, our students and teachers will have 
the knowledge and skills that could benefit 
them in whatever careers they choose to 
pursue,”- said Kelly Newton.  

SUCCESS STORY

“We have been working with Peace Corps Volunteer Kelly Newton for more 
than a year.  My English classes have fundamentally changed and students 
became more interested in learning English.  Kelly and I work closely together 
to keep classes engaging and students interested. As English is a language 
utilized in many countries, we emphasize improving speaking skills of our 
students. I think it is common for non-native speakers to be able to read 
and understand, but have difficulties in speaking. I am proud that we have 
visible progress and our students are getting more confident in speaking 
English.  Even I, as a teacher, had some barriers in speaking, even though I 
knew English well, and now I speak fluently, which makes my students more 
inspired for learning it.

We make lesson plans and conduct 
English classes together. Our classes 
are really effective thanks to co-
teaching. Kelly is a native speaker, 
and I am a teacher by my profession. 
We complement each other’s skills. 

TO LEARN A LANGUAGE IS TO HAVE 
ONE MORE WINDOW FROM WHICH 
TO LOOK AT THE WORLD
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This training built teachers’ personal and interpersonal capacity. Nurgul 
Kalybaeva, 32 year old teacher from School-Gymnasium No. 2 named after 
T. Otunchiev in Gulcha wrote, ”Since I’ve only worked as an English teacher 
for the three years, this training gave useful new ideas and skills to feel more 
confident and highly qualified as an English teacher”.

“The project was planned for sustainability. 
Teachers were trained on professional 
learning communities as a form of 
continuing professional development. As 
teachers build their own capacity, they 
enable others to increase their capacity. 
Ten follow-on trainings were conducted 
by first-stage TOT trainees to sixty-one 
Alai District teachers,” – said Peace Corps 
Volunteer John Deleo.

ALL I LEARNED FROM THE TRAINING 
IS IMPORTANT FOR ME

One of the key goals of each Peace Corps Volunteer in the Kyrgyz Republic is 
to build  teacher capacity. Volunteer John DeLeo has been working not only 
at his school located in suburb of Osh city, but also with numerous teachers 
from rural areas of Osh oblast, making an impact on a large number of 
teachers.

SUCCESS STORY

Together with the Osh Institute of Education English Manager Zhypargul 
Zhumanova, John Deleo organized a Training of Trainers Summer Camp for 
early and early-mid career teachers from rural and remote schools in Alai 
District. Teachers increased their pedagogical knowledge, improved their 
attitudes and beliefs about teaching and learning, and increased their self–
efficacy and reflective thinking skills. After the summer camp the participant 
teachers conducted trainings within their own schools or Alai District school 
clusters.  

Feruza Sydykova, a thirty-year-old teacher with eight years’ experience from 
Secondary School No. 28 named after T. Orozov in Jylandy village, Uzgen 
District, said: “I am applying all these methods & teaching trainings for my 
lessons. I have been sharing with our village teachers who couldn’t take part 
in this training. As a result of increasing our capacities as teachers, students 
are getting access to higher quality language learning opportunities.”

Ainagul Zhangybaeva, a thirty-five-year-old teacher with five years’ 
experience from School-Gymnasium No. 1 named after M. Adyshev in Gulcha, 
wrote in a reflective journal, “Now I have a lot of information about teaching 
and I’m ready to share with teachers at my school or online. I’ll try to use this 
information in my teaching practice for a long time or always.” 

“All I learned from the training is important for me. I read 
about most of the techniques before, but could not use them. 
After this training I am applying new techniques I learned. My 
classes obtained a new life and became more interesting for 
students.  My main take away from the training was the concept 
“Meaning, Pronunciation and Form”, the three features of a 
specific language item – either vocabulary or grammar - that 
should be analyzed and taught by teachers. I think I am applying 
this method successfully,” – said Ainagul Zhangybaeva, a thirty-
five-year-old teacher with five years’ experience from School-
Gymnasium No. 1 named after M. Adyshev in Gulcha.
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NOW I AM READY FOR ANY 
CHALLENGE

A Success story of  
Gulnazik Bahramova, student of  
school after Mavlyanov  
in Kerben, Jalal-Abad oblast:

SUCCESS STORY

One Monday in April 2019, American Councils called FLEX finalists. On that 
first day I did not receive a call, but my intuition insisted that I passed.  I was 
waiting patiently, and on the second day I received a call with the  great 
news. I was jumping with joy and my emotions were beyond the boundaries! 

When I was a student in the 4th grade, my 11th grade schoolmate Zhibek 
Kamalbekova left to a US high school for one year. I knew her personally 
and was blown away to know about the opportunity to go to the US while 
studying.   I opened a new world for myself and set a clear goal – to study in 
the USA! I started to study English with interest at school. In the beginning 
there were few resources at our school and gradually the school got both 
resource materials and resourceful people.  I took my first attempt to study 
in US when I was in 9th grade by taking part in the FLEX competition, the 
second timein 
10th grade, and 
the final winning 
attempt in 11th 
grade.

When Joseph came to our school, I tried to speak English to him, asked 
questions and dug into learning English.  I attended all the clubs and took 
active part in all the Peace Corps projects implemented in our district by 
Volunteer Joseph and our English teacher Zyinat eje.  At that time I had a 
good foundation – I knew grammar well and had a decent vocabulary, but I 
could not use my knowledge.   Gradually, by attending Joseph’s classes and 
clubs, I learned to speak English well.   

I have learned a lot in America, and most importantly - I overcame the fear 
of learning new things. The specifics of American school education is that 
it uses innovative educational and multimedia technologies. Students can 
also choose most subjects themselves. I chose drama, algebra, history and 
journalism. I love to write and now I work as part of the editorial team of our 
school’s website. I mainly write about Kyrgyzstan, our culture, and exchange 
students.

Now I am ready for any challenge. I believe that I can enter my dream 
university. My message to students is: despite financial and other difficulties, 
there are many opportunities, you just need to set clear goals and make 
some effort. When you open one door, thousands of other doors might open 
to you.

We were lucky that Peace Corps Volunteer Joseph 
McCleary came to work in our school. When we were 
in 9th and 10th grades, our English teacher Zyinat 
eje and Joseph, working together, substantially 
improved our English language skills. I was well 
prepared for FLEX and my inner voice said I would 
pass this time. My English teacher Joseph were 
happy for me– it was our joint achievement. 

Even after Joseph left, he kept in touch with our 
school, gave us advice in writing motivational letters 
for foreign colleges’ admission, sent us links to 
educational materials, scholarship programs and 
other opportunities for Kyrgyzstani students, as well 
as supported and motivated us. My friend Aibiike 
from my school also became a FLEX finalist and she 
was Joseph’s student, too.   Now Aibike and I go to 
the same school in US and even attend some  classes 
together.     
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Aziza Nurzhanova, English teacher in Alai district, counterpart of Briahna 
Anders:

Jyldyz Adylbekova, English teacher in Ak-Suu district of Issyk-Kul oblast, 
counterpart of PCV Michael Boice:

Sarah Gummo, Peace Corps Volunteer in Issyl-Kul oblast:

Thanks to Peace Corps Volunteer 
Briahna Anders, we have a good 
progress in English teaching at our 
school.  As a teacher of English, I 
benefited a lot from working side-
by-side with Briahna. First of all, she 
is native English speaker; second, 
she knows how to apply innovative 
educational technologies, such 
as game methods and critical 
thinking; and, third, we attended 
several high level trainings 
organized by Peace Corps on such 
topics as methodology trainings, 
student friendly schools, designing 
and implementing community 
projects.  All of these made me a 
highly competent English teacher 

and knowledgeable community 
member. Briahna and I share our 
knowledge and skills with other 
teachers in our district. I am sure 
the impact of Briahna’s work will be 
sustainable, as I will stay here and 
teach students using my new skills.  

There were many advantages of working with a Peace Corps Volunteer, 
including improving of students’ English and cultural exchange.  Students 
learned a lot about the culture of America and many other countries. I also 
gained a lot of new skills. For example, Michael and I introduced a new 
method of evaluation of students, which I think is really effective.  Also, 
besides the classes, we conducted interesting activities, contests and games 
to improve students’ English in a fun ways.  

Last year, Michael, our School Director, and I implemented a project and 
provided the school with  supplementary English resource materials and 
multimedia equipment. The project was supported by Peace Corps.  Thus 
we made English classes more interesting for students by using new books, 
speakers, a projector, and a printer.  Michael finished his work recently, 
but he left improvements behind.  Students often remember him and feel 
connected with the rest of the world.  I keep applying all my new skills to give 
the best knowledge to our future generations.   

After a long summer and autumn of hard work on our grant project, my 
counterpart Ainura Toktosunova, and I finally finished our English Resource 
Room. After completing it, we set up a training on project writing and how to 
work effectively with limited resources.  All of the language teachers from my 
school, vice-principals, and Director came, participated in and helped host 
the visiting English teachers. I was also surprised by the turnout. We had 36 
participants, even though it was a Saturday and it was snowing heavily. 

I’ve been very fortunate to work with a counterpart who treats me as family. 
I appreciate Ainura Eje’s hard work and must emphasize that our project 
would not have been possible had my counterpart not shown interest and 
initiative. Counterparts work just as hard to keep their Volunteers safe, 
healthy, and happy as host families do. And they are all appreciated, even if 
we forget to say it as often as we should.
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GRATITUDE TO 
HOST FAMILIES  
AND 
COMMUNITIES
Peace Corps Volunteers live with local 
host families throughout their two 
years of service.  This is one of the key 
ways that Peace Corps accomplishes 
its cultural exchange Goals 2 and 3.  In 
the beginning of a Volunteer’s service, 
the host family members are essential 
to the safe integration of the Volunteer 
into the community.   Through this 
close relationship, Volunteers gain 
valuable cultural and language skills, 
and host families receive a new son or 
a daughter eager to share their own 
culture and traditions.

In addition to the exchange of cultures, 
host families and Volunteers develop 
meaningful relationships that often 
last far beyond a Volunteer’s two-year 
service in the Kyrgyz Republic. 

We are thankful to host families and 
communities throughout the country 
who open their homes and hearts to 
take such good care of their American 
sons and daughters.  

Outside of the 
classroom, volunteers 
together with local 
counterparts also assist 
communities to achieve 
their development goals 
through conducting 
English clubs, camps, 
and other youth 
development activities.
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