
Snow on the ground, near zero temperatures, 
more snow in the forecast … nothing more 
could make me think about warm Spring and 
early Summers out at the ball park with family 
and friends. 
 

This past year we celebrated our 36th year as a 
Chartered Little League on the east side of 
Madison— also serving the Monona Grove and 
McFarland areas.  This spring marks our 37th 
year.   
 

Our summer was highlighted with a great spring 
and early summer of family camaraderie, time 
spent with friends, and good, old-fashioned 
baseball and softball competition!  What says 
summer more than time 
spent with family and 
friends at the ball park, 
eating a hot dog? 

 
Registrations Update 
We topped out with nearly 
600 children participating 
in our Tball, baseball and 
softball programs in 2015. 
This is slightly down from 
2014. In speaking with our 
surrounding Little League programs, this is not 
uncommon. Local Little Leagues are challenged 
with the increased desire of families to pursue a 
broader level of competition over a greater area 
know as “Travel” or “Club” baseball and softball. 
Our softball program has experienced this the 
past several years and our baseball program 
began to participate to a larger degree over the 
past couple of years. Our plan is not to fight this 
trend but find a way to schedule our games to 
allow our kids to participate in both if they so 
choose. 

 
League Schedules 
As noted earlier we are experiencing a slight 
reduction in registrations recently that is 

attributed to families’ desire to participate in 
travel baseball programs. This year Kennedy has 
decided to try something new in that we will 
adjust our weekend schedules to an every other 
weekend rhythm which will allow families the 
flexibility to continue the tradition of playing in 
a local little league programs while giving them 
the flexibility to participate in travel baseball.   
This will include scheduled double-headers on 
the weekends so that the players can play in the 
most number of games.   We will also try to post 
game schedules as early as possible so that 
families can have as much notice as possible to 
coordinate their schedules. This will affect the 
Federal, Major, and Junior level teams. More on 

this will be posted on our 
website after our 
registration period closes. 
 
League Game Nights 
MAJORS & BPM:  
Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and alternating 
Saturdays (Major Only)  
FEDERALS, MINORS AND 
T-BALL: Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday (except T

-Ball) and alternating Saturdays (Federal Only)  
JUNIORS:  Junior league nights TBD, and 
alternating Saturdays  
 
History has told us that our younger ages 
continue to be strong in the T-Ball, Beginning 
Machine Pitch, Minor, Federal and Major 
Baseball. Leagues  A softball registration update 
is noted below. 
 
All registration fees are noted in the margin of 
Page 3 of this newsletter. As you can see 
registration fees were slightly increased in some 
divisions. This slight increase has been the first 
increase in many years. Our goal is to set 
registrations fees at a level that is affordable 
and competitive with other Little League 

Message from Dave Dates to remember: 

January  4:   Registration 
opens 

February  4:  First on-site 
registration at East District 
Police Station (809 S. 
Thompson Dr.)  6-7:30 pm 

February 15:  On-site 
registration at East District 
Police Station (809 S. 
Thompson Dr.)  6-7:30 pm 

February 15:  Softball 
registration closes 

February 28:  Baseball 
registration closes 

March 12:  Tryouts at 
Schenk/Whitehorse (times 
posted on website) 

March 12-13: Kennedy Little 
League Day at Dick’s Sporting 
Goods East Towne 

March 15 & 16: Team drafts 

March 28:  Non-draft teams 
formed 

April 13: Team Parent Mtg— 
Sennett Middle School 6pm 

April 23:  Opening Day  

May 2:  T-ball starts  

May 21: Picture day 

June  6:  Last week of T-ball 

June 15: All Star Tryouts 

June 17-19: Major/BPM 
league tournaments 

June 24-26: Federal/Minor 
league tournaments 

June  28:  Little League Night 
at Miller Park 
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organizations in the area while also having 
them cover operating costs of our organization.  
Also be aware of many important dates — most 
importantly our registration deadlines.  
 
Park Improvements 
As an organization we pride ourselves in striving 
to provide the best baseball and softball 
experience for our kids. Over the past couple of 
years we have undertaken a variety of major 
and minor improvements to our park. I am very 
pleased to say that at the end of 2015 we were 
able to fund a few substantial park 
improvements that if you haven’t yet seen 
them you will be pleasantly surprised come 
Spring. Perhaps the largest and most exciting 
improvement was the installation of an asphalt 
paved path throughout 
the park leading to all 
of the diamonds which 
include a flat, level 
viewing surface at each 
diamond so that 
anyone with a disability 
can comfortably and 
easily enjoy a game 
very close to the 
action. This will also 
allow anyone with a 
walking disability safe 
and easier access 
around the park.  Additionally the grill area was 
improved to include concrete paving around 
the perimeter of the grill which will include a 
new split rail fence (Spring), and a new Rainbow 
Playset replacing the old playset at the rear of 
our park.  
 

Please keep an eye out in 2016 for additional 

improvements to your park. 

Fall Concession Break In  
Sadly to say, early this fall us along with our 
East Side Little League neighbor experienced a 
break in to our concession stand. Losses were 
minimal however some damage to the 
concession stand was suffered as a result. Our 
park is in a remote area that makes it a target 
to thieves. I say in the past because we’ve also 
“hardened” our facility in several ways which 
include parking lot lighting, additional exterior 
door security hardware and a new security 
system installed on our buildings. I would urge 

you as you drive by our facility in the future to 
please “give it a look” and report any suspicious 
activity to the authorities.  
 
Game Day Managers 
2016 marks the second year of our “Game Day 

Manager” position out at the park.  The goal of 

this position is to provide a competent person 

on duty during game days to help facilitate 

starting and finishing games on time, answering 

questions, turn on and off diamond lights and 

providing assistance or guidance should the 

need arise. Since this was successful last year 

we decided to continue in 2016. This is a great 

way to become more involved out at the park. 

Please reach out though our website should you 

be willing to participate. 

Umpires  
This year Fred Arnold will 
continue to be our 2016 
Umpire Coordinator. Fred 
is a familiar face to many 
as he is an active Umpire 
at both the youth level as 
and High School level. 
Fred also has two sons 
that were active in the 
Kennedy program several 

years ago. 
 

For those who are interested in working as an 
Umpire, please contact Fred directly at 
kllumps@gmail.com. Be sure to leave your 
name and all contact information for him.  
All Umpires will receive a shirt and will have 
access to proper safety equipment. We are 
finalizing details on a date in April to hold an 
extensive Umpire Training Clinic (similar to last 
year) which will be geared toward youth 
umpires with minimal umpire experience. 
Please stay tuned to the website for more 
details. 
  

While we are on the subject of Umpires, please 

remember that unlike other Little League 

programs, we offer youth umpiring 

opportunities to boys and girls as early as 12 

years of age. We grow our own so to speak. We 

offer these kids the opportunity to learn the 

League 

alignments & fees 

Baseball 
Beginning TBall: ages 4-6 
 
Beginning Pitch Machine: 
ages 6-7 

Minors: ages 8-10 

Federal: ages 9-11 

Majors: ages 10-12 

Juniors: ages 13-14 

 
Softball: 
Dixie: ages 7-8 

Pony: ages 9-10 

Majors: ages 11-12 

Juniors: ages 13-14 
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“officiating trade” along with earning a little extra 

money. We do our best to try to schedule a 

combination of youth and adult umpires together 

especially at the Federal and Major league levels.  

Please remember to always be patient and 

respectful with them. Should there ever be a 

concern feel free to reach out to Fred.  

Concession Stand Updates 
Josie Matuszak will continue to manage the 
concession stand. I’d like to thank Josie for the 
many long days and hours that she spends 
volunteering in the concession stand. I have had 
the opportunity to travel to many youth ball parks 
in the state and would challenge you to find one 
that offers a better quality of fresh food choices 
than our park. We look forward to potentially a 
few new food offerings this year.  Should you or 
someone you know be interested in being a 
concession stand worker please contact Josie at 
kennedyfood@gmail.com. 
 

Little League New Age Rules 
The International Little League Congress has 
decided that an additional change was necessary 
therefore we have new age guidelines to follow. 
My apologies as this has been very confusing to 
many of us. Our online registration system has 
been adjusted to accommodate the new changes. 
Below is a snippet from The Little League 
International website explaining the changes. Also 
see the 2016 Age Determination Chart available 
on our website for your reference. 
 

This change will make the Little League Baseball 
Division, also known as the Major Division, truly a 
12 and under program – ensuring that no child 
playing in the Little League/Major Division will 
turn 13 years old at any point during their final 
season in that division. The same will be true with 
the upper age limit at all teenage divisions of Little 
League Baseball.  
What’s the difference? In 2014, Little League 
District Administrators initially voted to move the 
age determination date from April 30 to December 
31, effective with the 2018 season. That was 
amended by District Administrators and the Little 
League International Board of Directors in August 
2015, moving the date from December 31 to 
August 31. Effective November 2015, the 
implementation plan has been amended, 

grandfathering the four-months of children born 
between May 1 and August 31, 2005 as 12-year-
olds for the 2018 season.  
For players born on or before April 30, 2005: 
The new age determination date of August 31 
will be effective starting with the 2018 Little 
League Baseball Season. For the 2016 and 2017 
seasons, these players will use the April 30 age 
determination date.  
For players born between May 1, 2005 and 
August 31, 2005: The new age determination 
date of August 31 will be effective starting with 
the 2019 Little League Baseball Season. For the 
2016, 2017, 2018 season, these players will use 
the April 30 age determination date.  
For players born on or after September 1, 2005: 
The August 31 age determination date will be 
effective immediately, starting with the 2016 
season. This was the implementation used for 
the 2015 season, with players turning 4 to 9 
years old during the 2015 calendar year to use 
the December 31 age determination date. That 
implementation remains in place, except instead 
of using December 31, you will use August 31.  
“Having a meaningful Little League experience is 
an important milestone for millions of children 
around the world,” said Stephen D. Keener, Little 
League President and CEO. “As we continue to 
work with our volunteers and the International 
Board of Directors, we believe this solution 
allows us to accomplish our goal of making the 
Little League Baseball Division truly a 12 and 
under program, while ensuring that all children 
get the opportunity to fully enjoy their 12-year-
old year in Little League.”  
 

Softball Update 
As mentioned above our Softball program has 
experienced a decrease in registrations. Our 
goal is to continue to offer softball players the 
opportunity to play. The number and age levels 
of teams will be determined by the number of 
softball registrations. 
 

The Softball program at Kennedy will: 
Continue with affordable registration fees. 
Keep fun in the game. 
Give players the opportunity to play many skill 
positions. 
Provide a safe environment. 
Select volunteer coaches that care about our players. 
Develop new skills at each age level. 

 

2016 Fees: 

The board has approved the 
following registration fees for 
this season: 

Beginning TBall: $50 

Beg Pitch Mach: $135 

Minor BB:  $195 

Federal BB: $195 

Major BB:  $195 

Junior BB  $195 

Dixie SB:  $65 

Pony SB:  $75 

Major SB:  $100 

Junior SB:  $100 

Register on-line or in 
person (dates/times 
listed on page 1) 
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PO Box 8772 

Madison, WI  53708-8772 

Kennedy Little League League Tournaments 
As in years past we will continue to host 
league tournaments for BPM, Minors, 
Federal and Major leagues. This is a great 
opportunity to introduce true tournament 
play to the younger players and families and 
these tournaments create an exciting 
weekend out at the park. This year the 
Major and BPM leagues will have their 
tournament the weekend of June 18th and 
the Federal and Minor leagues will be the 
weekend of June 25th. Last year featured 
two full weekends of very competitive 
baseball.  
 

Kennedy All-Stars 
Our All Stars took over where they had left 
off last year, having another successful 
season.   
 

Overall KLL fielded 5 All-Star baseball teams 
and two competitive softball teams.  The 9s, 
10s, 11s and 12s all represented KLL in the 
Little League World Series at the District 
level.  The 12s played in championship finals 
for their third straight season, placing in 
second.   The 11s won their district 

championship game to earn the right to 
represent District 4 at the state level and 
finished 3rd in the state.  The inaugural All-
Star season for the 9s was exciting, bringing 
home 4 tournament wins as they went 
undefeated during their tournament play.   
 

Look for more championship banners to fly 
proudly at our main entrance this spring!  
 
 
 

The All-Star 9s relax before their tourney 
final 

Questions?  Contact us on our web-
site: https://leagueathletics.com/
Support/BF6.asp?
org=kennedylittleleague.com  — 
located at the “contact us” banner 
on the bottom of the website.  
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