
As I sit down to write this it is hard to 
believe that we are only a couple of months 
away from playing baseball and softball out 
at the park. Temperatures are near zero, 
snow is on the ground and the park is in full 
hibernation mode. Those with a passion for 
baseball such as I can easily imagine the 
sights, sounds and smells of an early 
summer evening out 
at the Park. This is 
what keeps us going 
during these cold 
winter months. 
 

This past year we 
celebrated our 35th 
year as a Chartered 
Little League on the 
east side of Madison 
also serving the 
Monona Grove and 
McFarland areas. Our summer was 
highlighted with a 35th year celebration  
which included a full day of baseball and 
softball games, food specials at the 
concession stand, a visit by  Bernie Brewer, a 
smash the glass windshield competition and 
above all the dedication of Benisch Field in 
honor of our previous President Jerry 
Benisch. This commemorating the 
commitment, passion and desire that Jerry 
had provided for past decades to our 
program. The dedication was kicked off by 
the “throwing out the first pitch” by 
founding President Dick Connell and was 
made complete by Jerry’s family being by his 
side.  
 

Please read on for additional “web gems” 
from 2014 as well as a preview of 2015. 
 

Remember, the Ball Park is a great place to 
raise a family. See you all this Spring! 

Message from Dave 
Dates to remember: 

January 1:  Registration 
opens 

February 3:  Onsite 
registration at East District 
Police Station (809 S. 
Thompson  Drive) 6-7:30 pm 

February 19:  Onsite 
registration at East District 
Police Station (809 S. 
Thompson  Drive) 6-7:30 pm 

February 22:  Registration 
closes 

March 2&3:  Coaches’ 
Meeting, place TBD 

March 7:  Tryouts at 
Lafollette Field House (times 
posted on website)  

March 10&11: Player Draft, 
check website for further 
information 

March 14:  Kennedy Little 
League Day at Dick’s Sporting 
Goods East Side 

April 8:  Team Parent Meeting 
at Sennett Middle School 
Cafeteria 6:00 pm 

April 18:  Opening Day! 

May 9: (tentative) Picture 
Day 

June 10: All Star Tryouts 

June  16:  Little League Night 
at Miller Park 

June 19-21: Maj/BPM league 
tournaments 

June 26-28: Federal/Minor 
league tournaments 

July 9: Kennedy Night at the 
Mallards 
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Player Registrations Increased in 2014 
  

While some little league organizations have 
shown a downturn in registration, Kennedy 
has been fortunate to show positive growth 
in our registrations in 2014! We saw a sub-
stantial increase in the lower age groups 
such as TBall, Beginning Machine Pitch, and 
Minor Baseball while our Federal and Major 

Baseball age groups 
remained very 
strong.  Softball reg-
istrations have also 
increased.  Our park 
operated at near ca-
pacity as a result of 
registration success.  
We expect the trend 
to continue through 
2015.   
  

Our TBall program 
underwent a few changes last year, such as 
reduced fee structure, weeknight-only 
game schedules and an abbreviated season.  
Look for this to continue through 2015.  
  

As noted in the margin, all registration fees 
will remain the same as 2014.  Also note 
the many important dates on Page 1—most 
importantly the registration deadlines.  
  

Summer Storm/Equipment Theft 
  

Early last summer a severe storm rolled 
through our neighborhood and caused 
some damage to the park.  The damage 
included downed tree limbs, damage to 
sponsorship signage, backstop fencing, and 
outfield screening and the loss of a dugout 
roof  which was completely blown off of the 
dugout!  With the help of the grounds crew 
and volunteers, all the necessary repairs 



were made without missing a game at the 
park. 
  

Sadly, near the end of the baseball season, 
we suffered a major theft of equipment.    
Thieves forced their way into one of our 
sheds and stole 2 Gator Utility Vehicles, 2 
Commercial Grade lawn mowers and all of 
our gas powered maintenance equipment. I 
want to personally thank all of those who 
called, emailed, or reached out in person to 
offer their support. Special thanks goes out 
to the Bruce Company and the Meyer Fami-
ly who volunteered their time and resources 
to mow, trim and treat the weeds out at the 
park.  Parking lot lights were added as a 
safety measure.  At this time the thieves still 
remain at large. 
 

Game Day Managers 
 

Last year we imple-
mented a new volun-
teer position being 
“Game Day Manager”.  
The goal of this posi-
tion was to provide a 
competent person on 
duty during game days 
to help facilitate 
starting and finishing 
games on time, an-
swering questions, turn 
on and off diamond lights and to provide 
assistance or guidance should the need 
arise. This was very successful and will con-
tinue in 2015. 
 

Umpires 
 

I’d like to welcome Fred Arnold who has 
agreed to be our 2015 Umpire Coordinator. 
Fred will be a familiar face to many as he is 
an active Umpire at both the youth level as 
well as the High School level. Fred also has 
two sons that were active in the Kennedy 
program several years ago. 
 

For those inquiring about being an Umpire, 
please contact Fred directly at 
kllumps@gmail.com. Be sure to leave your 

name and all contact information for him.  
All Umpires will receive a shirt and will have 
access to proper safety equipment. We are 
finalizing details on a date in April to hold 
an extensive Umpire Training Clinic (similar 
to last year) which will be geared toward 
youth umpires with minimal umpire experi-
ence. Please stay tuned to the website for 
more details. 
 

While we are on the subject of Umpires, 
please remember that unlike other Little 
League programs, we offer youth umpiring 
opportunities to boys and girls as early as 
12 years of age. We grow our own so to 
speak. We offer these kids the opportunity 
to learn the “officiating trade” along with 

earning a little extra 
money. We do our best 
to try to schedule a 
combination of youth 
and adult umpires to-
gether especially at the 
Federal and Major 
league levels.  Please 
remember to always 
be patient and re-
spectful with them. 
Should there ever be a 
concern feel free to 
reach out to Fred.  
 

Concession Stand Updates 
 

Last year Josie Matuszak took over the reins 
managing the concession stand without 
missing a beat. I’d like to thank Josie for the 
many long days and hours that she spent 
volunteering in the concession stand. I have 
had the opportunity to travel to many 
youth ball parks in the state and would 
challenge you to find one that offers a 
better quality of fresh food choices than 
our park. We look forward to Josie return-
ing this year with potentially a few new 
food offerings. Should you or someone you 
know be interested in being a concession 
stand worker please contact Josie at  
kennedyfood@gmail.com. 

League alignments 

Baseball: 

TBall: ages 4-6 

Beg Pitch Mach: ages 6-7 

Minors: ages 8-10 

Federal: ages 9-11 

Majors: ages 10-12 

Juniors: ages 13-14 

Softball: 

Dixie: ages 7-8 

Pony: ages 9-10 

Majors: ages 11-12 

Juniors: ages 13-14 
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Little League New Age Rules 
 

The International Little League Congress has 
created and approved a new league age 
determination which will immediately affect 
any player born on or after January 1, 2006. 
Players league ages will be calculated based 
on their age as of January 1st versus 
previously based on their age as of May 1st. 
Players still in the Little League program born 
before January 1, 2006 will remain under 
previous age rules.  
 

What does this mean to our program for this 
year? It means that some players that used to 
be a “league age” 8 years old will be eligible 
to try out and play at the Federal baseball 
level vs. staying at the Minor baseball level.  
In an effort to distribute players safely and to 
keep the Federal League a manageable size 
the board has moved to cap the number of 
teams in the Federal program to 10 teams. 
Any younger players falling into this category 
that are not selected in the spring draft will 
be placed into the Minor League draft. Please 
note that these players are NOT required to 
try out for the Federal level should they 
prefer to stay at the Minor League level. 
The Little League age rules and requirements 
can be very confusing. A link to the age rules 
and age charts can be found here for your 
convenience:  http://www.littleleague.org/
learn/newsletters/CBNewsletter/2014/
cbnov14/newplayerage.htm 
 

Should you have any further questions 
regarding this please contact our 
Registrations Coordinator at: 
registrations@kennedylittleleague.com 
 

Softball Update 
 

The softball program is alive and well! Does 
your daughter want to play softball this 
summer? Kennedy Softball is a great place 
for her to learn the fundamentals of the 
game and have fun. Softball is available to 
girls ages 7-14. As the girls grow and move 

up to the next level, player development 
continues with pitching, offense, and 
defense skills. These skills are taught, 
practiced and instilled with each player 
through volunteer coaches who dedicate 
many hours to the league and their team. 
 

Many softball parents learn that game of 
softball can become a hyper competitive 
sport with traveling club teams, high profile 
tournaments, and great investment of time 
and money. Kennedy Softball offers 
something different; to call it recreational 
or developmental is more of an accurate 
description. 
 

At Kennedy Softball we will: 
 

 Continue with affordable registration 
fees. 

 Keep fun in the game. 
 Give players the opportunity to play 

many skill positions. 
 Provide a safe environment. 
 Select volunteer coaches that care 

about our players. 
 Develop new skills at each age level. 
 Respect all players, coaches and 

umpires. 
 Play a variety of teams. 
 Offer unique training opportunities 

with respected coaches. 
 

This is what Kennedy Softball is. It’s an 
opportunity to see your daughter learn the 
game of softball, grow as person, grow as a 
team member and enjoy playing the game. 
We hope to see your daughter on the 
diamond. 

2015 Fees: 

The board has approved the 
following registration fees for 
this season: 

Beg TBall:  $40 

Beg Pitch Mach: $125 

Minor BB:  $185 

Federal BB: $185 

Major BB:  $185 

Junior BB  $195 

Dixie SB:  $65 

Pony SB:  $75 

Major SB:  $100 

Junior SB:  $100 

Register on-line or in 
person (dates/times 
listed on page 1) 
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PO Box 8772 

Madison, WI  53708-8772 

Kennedy Little League 

Check out our  website: 
 

www.kennedylittleleague.com 

League Tournaments 
 

As in years past we will continue to  hold league tournaments for BPM, Minors, Feder-
al and Major leagues. This is a great opportunity to introduce true tournament play to 
the younger players and families and creates an exciting weekend out at the park. 
This year the Major and BPM leagues will have their tournament the weekend of June 
19th and the Federal and Minor leagues will be the weekend of June 26th.  

Kennedy All Stars 
 

Our All Star teams took over where they left off last year having another very success-
ful year. Overall Kennedy Little League fielded baseball teams at the 9u, 10u, 11u, 12u 
and combined 13/14u levels in 2014. Our softball program fielded competitive teams 
at the 10u and 14u levels. 

 

The 10u – 12u teams represented at the Little League World 
Series (District play). The 10u, 11u and 12u teams reached the 
District finals while the 10u and 11u team won  District Champi-
onships moving on at the state level to represent District 4 
which includes other chartered Little Leagues located in the 
central part of the state to our east and west state lines. Look 
for more championship banners to fly proudly on our main en-
trance flag pole this spring. 
 

By time the All Star season was done, the baseball all-stars had 
a combined record of 77-41-1 which included winning 9 tourna-
ment championships while the 10u and 14u softball all-stars 
played a competitive season bringing home a tournament 
championship as well. 

Providing youth a great 
experience for 35 years 


