
2014 marks an exci ng and special me for our 
Kennedy and the en re  Li le League 
organiza on. Kennedy will celebrate our 35th 
year as a chartered Li le League and Li le 
League Interna onal’s  75th.  
 
We began as a vision of Dick Connell. A small 
group of kids, who weren’t allowed to play at 
another Li le League because of residency 
requirements, began playing games behind 
Kennedy School.  Since then we have grown to 
more than 600 children par cipa ng in 10 
baseball and so ball leagues. That alone speaks 
volumes of the commitment that our league 
leaders past and present have shown toward 
our children, families and 
community.   
 
You may have  no ced that 
the opening message for our 
newsle er this year is from 
myself rather than 
Jerry.  Jerry has devoted 
decades of his life to the 
culture, growth and 
opera ons of our Kennedy Li le League and will 
con nue leadership and exper se as our 
President. He is however just as commi ed to 
his family and wants to  spend more me 
watching the grandkids play  and not be 
responsible for day to day park ac vi es. As a 
result, you will see me taking on a larger role 
within the organiza on. Feel free to approach 
me at any me and please don’t be offended 
should Jerry direct you my way. Talking 
baseball, life, families and friendships with Jerry  
at the grill on Saturday mornings is of course 
s ll allowed. 
 
Those that know me are aware that I love to 
take a look back in me. Throughout this 
newsle er I’ll recap some of the many 
improvements and accomplishments from last 
season, and let you in on a few of the new 

things we’ve got in mind.  
 
As you enter the park, please take a minute to 
look at and read the large sign that is posted on 
our new scorer’s building. The sign reads 
“Welcome to Madison Kennedy Li le League. 
Where friendships are formed and life lessons  
learned”. This, truly is the culture of your Li le 
League. And remember the Ball Park is a great 
place to raise a family. Looking forward to 
seeing you all this Spring! 
 
Con nuing improvements‐‐policy 
A few years ago, we experienced some 
incidences between unsupervised players in the 

dugout during games.  To 
address this last year, we 
implemented a policy sta ng 
there will be an adult volunteer 
in the dugout at all mes to 
assist the coaches.  This seemed 
to be effec ve, and was widely 
endorsed by coaches and 
parents alike. 
 

Also last year, we implemented a policy for 
anyone who wished to volunteer needed to 
consent to a basic background check against the 
Sex Offender database.  We will con nue this 
prac ce this year, and addi onally be 
conduc ng more extensive criminal background 
checks on all of the league’s officers. 
 
We will also be introducing a wri en code of 
conduct and how it will be enforced. 
Fortunately, we haven’t had very many 
problems; however the few we had were 
significant.  We now have an enforceable policy 
and a mechanism to enforce against 
inappropriate behavior.  The policy in it’s 
en rely can be found on the website. 

We’ll have more informa on available at the 
team parents mee ng, but the board has 
decided to have a “responsible adult” on duty 

Message from Dave Dates to remember: 

January  15:   registra on 
opens 

February 12:  On‐site 
registra on at East District 
Police Sta on (809 S. 
Thompson Dr.)  6‐7:30 pm 

February 20:  On‐site 
registra on at East District 
Police Sta on (809 S. 
Thompson Dr.)  6‐7:30 pm 

March 2:  Registra on closes 

March 11 & 12  Coach’s 
mee ngs @ TBD 

March 15th:  Tryouts at 
LaFolle e Fieldhouse  ( mes 
posted on website) 

March 17 & 18: Team dra s 

Team Parent Mtg: Apr 9 , 6:00 
TBD 

April 26:  Opening Day  

May 10: (tenta ve) picture 
day 

June  7 & 8:  Parents  weekend 
(no games scheduled, enjoy a 
free weekend!) 

June 11: All Star Tryouts 

June  23:  Li le League Night 
at Miller Park 

June 20‐22: Maj/Fed league 
tournaments 

June 27‐29: BPM/Minor 
league tournaments 
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whenever there are games at the park.  We are 
working out the details, but the concept is to 
have someone with authority to answer 
ques ons and provide assistance where 
needed. 

We also now have a lightening policy, thanks to  
recommenda ons  from  Pat Feldhausen. 

Con nuing improvements—park 
2013 marked an exci ng year of many facility 
improvements for Kennedy Li le League. 
Several of these were visible as early as opening 
day. Included was new ou ield screening on the 
big diamond, diamond #2 and the so ball 
diamond as well as new backstop ne ng on 
diamonds #1 and #2. 
  
About midway through 
the year the large 
"Ump Shed" was 
rebuilt with the help of 
our grounds crew, Jim 
Roloff, Jim Trebian, and 
Jeff Simon. Our new 
"Ump Shed" turned 
into a Scorers Box 
which now includes 
ameni es such as 
working electrical 
power, ligh ng, and a 
state of the art PA 
system.  
  
Capping things off near the end of the season 2 
new score boards were installed on the big 
diamond and on diamond #1. Electrical power 
was also "roughed in" for future score boards 
on diamond #2 and the so ball diamond.  
  
Other not as visible improvements included a 
concession stand serving table, portable PA 
system to be used at any of the diamonds, the 
removal of dead trees around the park, and 
serious pruning of trees in the ou ield of the 
big diamond. 
  
Other "surprise"  improvements (out of 
necessity) included new under ground wiring of 
diamonds #1, #2 and the TBall diamond as well 
as rewiring of several light poles on the big 
diamond.  
  
The Board of Directors made a decision at the 

end of last season to address the infield 
condi ons on diamonds #1 and #2 once and for 
all. This was a complete rebuilding of the 
infields on these diamonds which included new 
grass sod in the en re infield and around the 
infield in "foul territory". New infield material 
was replaced, compacted and graded which 
remedied the nasty "lip" that can develop at the 
infield grass. There was discussion about the 
removal of the grass infields and replacing them 
with a "skinned" style infield which is the norm 
in many communi es throughout Wisconsin but 
our Board is commi ed to providing the best 
possible experience for all of the Kennedy 
families that partake in our  programs 
thus keeping the tradi onal grass infield. 
  

 We all can be proud 
that the many facility 
improvements and 
upgrades that have 
occurred last season, we 
will con nue to strive 
to  bring Kennedy Li le 
League up to par with 
some of the best Li le 
League Parks in the State. 
  
Please keep an eye out in 
2014 for more park 
improvements.  Our 

commitment is to con nue to improve your 
“second summer home”. 
  
Con nuing improvements—T‐Ball 
We’ve listened to comments from parents and 
have discussed our program at length.  Fees for 
this season will drop drama cally—from $110 
down to a much more reasonable $40 per 
player. 
 
T‐ball will run a 6 week program.  Games and/or 
prac ces will be scheduled two mes per week, 
not to include weekends.  Week 1 and 2 will 
alternate one night of prac ce and one night 
game.  Week 3 thru 6 will be two games per 
week.  There will be no rain out make‐ups.   
 
We believe these changes will make it easier for 
new players and families to ease into the Little 
League experience. 

League 
alignments 

Baseball: 

TBall: ages 4‐6 

Beg Pitch Mach: ages 6‐7 

Minors: ages 8‐10 

Federal: ages 9‐11 

Majors: ages 10‐12 

Juniors: ages 13‐14 

Softball: 

Dixie: ages 7‐8 

Pony: ages 9‐10 

Majors: ages 11‐12 

Juniors: ages 13‐14 
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Softball update 
As with TBall, we have dropped softball fees as 
well. We will also be scheduling practices at the 
park, with an emphasis on developing skills.  
Where we can, we will group girls on teams based 
upon neighborhoods and potentially with their 
friends. In addition to our league games, we 
intend to pick up games with other communities 
to offer more variety of teams to play against.   
 
Watch for other exciting things to come. 
  
We will be hos ng league tournaments for BPM, 
Minors, Federal & Major leagues.  We did this last 
year and received tremendous feedback. It was 
great to see how many families came back for the 
championship games, it really created an exci ng 
atmosphere at the ballpark. The weekend of June 
22 will be Federal and Major; June 29th will be 
Minors and BPM. 
 
Concessions Manager Needed 
For the past several years, our concession stand 
has been managed by Pam. She and her staff have 
done an incredible job, and we are  very thankful. 
 
We’ve seen improvements every year. With these 
improvements in service delivery and menu items, 
revenues have increased as well. 
 
Unfortunately for Kennedy, Pam won’t be able to 
manage our concessions this season. We are 
looking for one, or possibly two individuals to 
oversee these opera ons. This is an important 
posi on, one that affects all of us who eat at the 
park several nights a week! 
 
If you are interested or know someone who may 
be, and would like more informa on, please send 
an email to Secretary@KennedyLi leLeague.com. 
 
Staying in touch 
Another way to stay in touch with what’s going on 
is to sign up for emails from the league during the 
season.  We generally try to send a “weekend 
update” out each Thursday a ernoon to keep  
everyone informed to what is happening at the 
park.  You can add your email/text addresses from 
the website. 
 
 

All Stars 
Kennedy experienced one of the most 
successful all star seasons in many years. 
 
Overall we fielded 2 so ball (10’s and 14’s) and 
6 baseball (9’s–14’s) All Star teams which 
traveled the state to play  in a variety of open 
and district tournaments.  
 
At the end of the year our baseball program 
amassed an impressive 81‐40 record which 
included 10 tournament championships and 
was highlighted with our 10u and 11u baseball 
teams winning District Championships for the 
first me in many years represen ng our 
District 4 at the State tournaments in Rice Lake 
and West Bend.   
 
Our So ball program also finished the year with 
an addi onal 36 tournament games played and 
a tournament championship.   
 
A final word—from Jerry 
As many of you know, last year was personally 
challenging for me—managing both Kennedy 
and my business, at mes I felt  like was 
ineffec ve with each. 
 
Not only because I need to step back, but also I 
believe it’s me to involve more Kennedy 
parents in the opera ons and decision making 
for our league.   
 
Because there has only been one other 
president besides myself for the past 20+ years, 
there is a steep learning curve to pass on. It’s 
difficult to explain all the moving parts that 
need to synch to make Kennedy run as well as it 
does.   
 
We began last year and this year will have even 
more volunteers deciding  how your league is 
run and what it will look like in years to come.   
 
I plan to con nue to reduce my role as more 
volunteers are comfortable taking on addi onal 
responsibili es. I am excited with the 
enthusiasm I’ve seen, and eager to con nue the 
transi on. 
 
 

2014 Fees: 

The board has approved the 
following registra on fees for 
this season: 

Beg TBall:  $40 

Beg Pitch Mach: $125 

Minor BB:  $185 

Federal BB: $185 

Major BB:  $185 

Junior BB  $195 

Dixie SB:  $65 

Pony SB:  $75 

Major SB:  $100 

Junior SB:  $100 

Register on‐line or in 
person (dates/ mes 
listed on page 1) 
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PO Box 8772 
Madison, WI  53708-8772 
 

Kennedy Li le League 

Providing youth a great 
experience for 35 years 

Check out our  website: 
 

www.kennedylittleleague.com 


