
PARENT MEETING - FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
 

TOURNAMENTS 

 
How do we determine what tournaments to attend? 
- Feedback from parents/coaches 
- Go to tournaments that send teams to Chanhassen Tourney 
- Chaska - we often hear it’s too early.  However, CAA and Chaska enjoy a strong and unique 

relationship and we will continue to send teams to Chaska. 
 
Are there changes to the boys’ tournament schedule this year? 
- Mahtomedi is the same weekend as Chanhassen Tourney this year, so not returning. 
- Overnight has been changed to Rochester. 

o Driven by parent and coach surveys and overwhelming positive feedback our girls have given 
after playing Rochester the last few years. 

o CAA has secured blocks of rooms at a handful of hotels to enhance camaraderie.   
- Wayzata is a new addition. 
 
Are there changes to the girls’ tournament schedule this year? 
- Farmington and Eastview replaced with Edina and Waconia due to parent feedback. 
- Shakopee replaced by Wayzata because of reciprocity agreement. 
 
- Full tournament schedule for both boys and girls is available online. 

 
Any changes to the Chanhassen Tournament? 
- No gate fees!  Still evaluating impact on volunteering, but we anticipate head coaches will not be 

required to volunteer this year. 
- A successful tournament requires enthusiastic volunteers and we couldn’t do this without the help 

of the entire CAA Basketball community.  Thank you! 
 

TEAM SELECTION & TRYOUTS 

 
How are coach evaluations used? 
- CAA Basketball believes kids should determine the teams.  While the evaluation from a prior year 

coach is important and ‘part of the mix’ the tryout and off-season development of each kid is more 
important.   

- We believe this structure promotes greater opportunity for kids to move up, but also is a challenge 
to kids on top teams to earn a spot each year.  A strong coach evaluation alone will not determine 
placement. 

- We do not assign a specific percentage to coach evaluations and tryouts.  However, they are both 
taken into consideration - this is particularly true for “bubble kids.”  

- Prior year coaches evaluated players based on the following:  
o Dribbling/Ball Control 
o Passing 
o Shooting 
o Rebounding 



o Teammate 
o Defensive Technique/Understanding 
o Coachability 
o Athletic Ability 
o Understanding Offense/Set Plays 
o Game Play 

- Coach evaluation data is also on hand at tryouts to provide perspective on what we are seeing on 
the court. 

- A secondary review of all data is reviewed prior to team announcements with particular attention to 
kids moving up/down/or being cut. 

 
How do tryouts work? 
- Tryouts are run by CNHS Head Coaches, their staff and board members. 
- Skills listed above are evaluated during individual drills, 3v3 and 5v5 
- How kids play with and against other kids is also very important - not just how they perform in drills. 
- For example:   

o Do they move without the ball?   
o Are they in the right position?   
o Do they make their teammates better?   
o Hustling and Rebounding?   
o Proper Footwork? 

- Evaluators are not looking for “scorers”.  They are looking for complete players. 
 

- Board members are not present nor do they have any input on their kids’ age group. 
 

What else do we need to know about tryouts? 
- Basketball sizes at tryouts (boys):  27.5 for 4th, 28.5 for 5th - 6th and 29.5 for 7th - 8th. 
- Basketball sizes at tryouts (girls):  27.5 for 4th, 28.5 for 5th - 8th. 
- Why not a third party? 

o Tried in past and ultimately current system was deemed better. 
- Audit of our process was done and found to be fair and reasonable. 
- No process is going to be perfect and we cannot make everyone happy, but we believe we have a 

process that is fair. 
- We are always assessing our tryout process - both the coaches input and the tryout process itself.  

Some changes are driven by parent/coach feedback, so thank you! 
 
What role can parents play? 
- We appreciate that tryouts and team placements can be challenging for players and parents. 
- We aim to put all kids in a position so they can best succeed during the upcoming year and we ask 

for your help and support in making the upcoming year a success. 
- Part of that success starts with how we all react to team placements.   
- Please encourage your player to thrive wherever they may land. 
- Kids are often more resilient than we are as parents and they will follow your lead. 
- We are happy to field questions on team placement when the dust settles, but please wait 48 hours 

to digest placements. 



- Be involved!  Coach, manage, volunteer with CAA and provide feedback- both positive and 
constructive criticism is welcome! 

- Friendly Reminder:  Parents cannot watch tryouts.  Please do not wander downstairs or watch from 
above.  Please drop off and pick up your player in the lunchroom. 

 
How many teams will be formed for the 2019/2020 season? 
- Tentatively we have planned for the following on the boys’ side: 

o 4A, 4B (Blue, Gold) 
o 5A, 5B (Blue, Gold) 
o 6A, 6B1, 6B2, 6C (Blue, Gold, White, Silver) 
o 7A, 7B1, 7B2, 7C (Blue, Gold, White, Silver) 
o 8A, 8B, 8C (Blue, Gold, White) 
 

- Tentatively we have planned for the following on the girls’ side: 
o 4A, 4B (Blue, Gold) 
o 5A, 5B or 5C (Blue, Gold) 
o 6A, 6B or 6C (Blue, Gold) 
o 7A (Blue) 
o 8A, 8B (Blue, Gold) 

 
- 8 - 10 kids per team. 
- 4th grade boys have always been 10 per team and expect that to be the case again this year. 

 
- Number of teams and kids per team will ultimately be determined by tryout results. 

 

COACH ASSIGNMENTS 

 
How are coaches selected? 
- Coaches are determined after teams have been formed. 
- Coaches MUST register online and pass background check to be considered. 
- Prior year coaches have parental evals that are taken into consideration. 
- Coaches interviewed by board when necessary.   
- Coach assignments made by basketball board. 
- Head Coach picks Assistants and Manager 

 
 
Remember the key for a successful season starts with the adults in this room! 


