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Note from the President ~ Paul LaPerriere 

Welcome back to all our Wethersfield Soccer Club Families, and a warm greeting to 

the new families joining us for the Fall 2019 season.  We are excited to release our 

second newsletter with the goal to once again give you a peek into what we are 

working on and some of the changes we have made for the benefit of the kids in 

the program.  We hope you will enjoy this edition of our WGDRSC newsletter.  The 

rebranding of the club continues….    

WGDRSC Recreational Soccer 

Soccer XS and Rob Lamb are returning for another season to help 

the u4-U6 age groups get comfortable with the ball at their feet, 

while taking it up another notch integrating some technical 

training into the U7-U8 program.  This is a positive change from 

the Spring season, and we believe it will better develop the U7-U8 

children for the Travel program.  We have had a remarkable last-

minute registration surge.  This means we will need more 

volunteers at the U4-U6 program (which you have probably 

already been contacted by our Rec Director, Luigi Guerrera).  You 

do not need soccer experience as Soccer XS will be providing the 

volunteers with instruction on how to just help the children keep 

the ball at their feet.  Please reach out to Luigi Guerrera at 

luigi52375@yahoo.com if you can take an hour or so a weekend 

to help us out.  

In addition to the program itself, WGDRSC is excited to offer a free 

technical clinic on Friday nights for those Recreational children 

that want a touch above what is being taught each week.  They 

start on Sept 20th and will end Oct 25th from 5:30pm until 6:30pm 

at Highcrest Elementary School in Wethersfield.  Space is limited 

to 30 players, so please register at: www.soccerxs.com/training.  

Click here for more information! 

  

“A parents’ 

expectations of their 

coach, should match 

the commitment level 

of that parent” 

 

 

http://www.soccerxs.com/training
https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.leagueathletics.com/Text/Documents/9555/96144.pdf


 

WGDRSC welcomes back Victor Santos 

Our Board is excited to have Victor Santos call Wethersfield 

George D Ritchie Soccer Club his home club again.  Victor 

has accepted my appointment as Director of Coaching.  

Some of you may know that he is a legend in Wethersfield 

and was one of the original founders of the WGDRSC.  He 

had a very successful soccer career, as well as Coaching 

career.  One other note-worthy comment is that Victor is also 

one of the original founders/owners of CFC until recently.   

Victor will bring to our club what has been missing for some 

time, and that will be consistency across all travel age 

groups.  I have asked Vic to establish a curriculum that can 

be utilized across the board no matter who the coach is, and 

he has already passed out his marching orders to the 

coaches.  He will be very visible throughout the season as he 

will be attending games and practices to assist the coaches 

implement this curriculum.  He will bring a premiere level 

experience to our club without the cost.  Please look for 

Victor at your games and say hello.  More detail about his 

resume can be found here!  

Travel Soccer - Clinics 

Once again, the club is putting together clinics in addition to 

your practices and games.  Some will be offered for free, 

while others may be offered for a supplemental cost for the 

kiddos to get extra training in a specific area.   

We are happy to be able to offer a Goalie clinic to all 

interested WGDRSC goalkeepers at no cost on Friday, 

September 6th from 5pm to 6:30pm at Mini Deane.  This 

clinic will be run by Dan Gasper who has offered this to our 

travel program.  Dan is an International Goalkeeper coach 

having coached for the national teams of Portugal, Japan, 

Iran, and locally at NY Metro-stars and UHART.  Dan is also 

the owner of Star Goalkeeping Academy (SGA).  We are 

delighted to offer this clinic to kick off the season to our up 

and coming WGDRSC goalies.  Click here for more info! 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wethersfieldsoccer.com/Page.asp?n=44273&org=0.WETHERSFIELDSOCCER.COM
https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.leagueathletics.com/Text/Documents/9555/96143.pdf


 

Team Communication 

Please remember that your child’s participation in practices and 

games is crucial to the success of their team.  Our club expects 

that your child makes every effort to make their scheduled 

practices and games.  Ultimately, there will be conflicts.  We 

understand this.  However, communication to your coach of these 

circumstances as soon as you are aware, is critical. This will allow 

your child’s coach the opportunity to adjust the practice/game 

plan.  So please be transparent with any conflicts or challenges so 

our volunteer coaches who are spending their personal time to 

make the necessary adjustments for every child’s benefit.  

 

Club Communication 
Our website is going through changes that will help us manage 

how we function and communicate to our families as an 

organization moving forward.  We STRONGLY suggest that you 

review your settings on the website to make sure your email 

address is correct and that you have the “No Email” box 

unchecked so you do receive communication emails moving 

forward.  Although Facebook is currently being be used to expand 

our social media footprint from a communications perspective, it’s 

crucial that your email addresses are valid.  This is how 

game/practice cancellations are communicated and will provide 

notifications to you.  Please take a few minutes by going to 

www.wethersfieldsoccer.com and log in to make sure all your 

information is accurate.   

Parent Surveys/Feedback 
Our vision for this club would not be successful without the input 

from those who are trusting us with their children’s education on 

the soccer field.  We are investing in Survey Monkey with the sole 

purpose of capturing feedback over the course of the year from 

parents to evaluate those data points in our decision-making 

process.  Our hope is that the input that is received from parents 

will help shape a collaborative goal of making WGDRSC a club 

that our families are proud to play for.  Please take a few minutes 

to complete any survey you receive.  Most will take less than 5 

minutes to complete and provide us with valuable input. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wethersfieldsoccer.com/


 

Rocky Hill Tournament 
Wethersfield Travel Soccer will once again be heading over to the 

22nd Annual Sylvie Poulin Rocky Hill Columbus Day Classic 

Tournament.  All travel teams will be attending this year, and it is 

always a great local tournament for our club to participate in.  This 

tournament takes place on October 12th and October 13th in 

Rocky Hill for all U9 thru U15 travel teams.  If you have any 

questions, please reach out to Todd Malloy or Paul LaPerriere. 

 

 

Parent Sideline Behavior 

Our club understands that parents can sometimes get caught up 

in the heat of the moment.  Sometimes, it’s a bad call or a bad 

play that may be the difference between a win or a loss.  At the 

end of the day, none of the games or results while your child is in 

our program will truly have a lasting effect on their life.  However, 

yelling at referees or your children while they play on the field can 

and will influence how they play and grow as soccer players, not to 

mention as young adults.   

So, we are asking that parents refrain from yelling or arguing with 

the referees that are officiating any home or away game.  We are 

also asking that parents refrain from “coaching” their child from 

the sidelines.  Our coaches will be working on the curriculum that 

is being taught each week in practice, and only the coaches 

should be instructing the children on the field as any external 

influence from the parents may go against what is being taught.  If 

you feel compelled to “coach” from the sidelines, please reach 

out to Victor Santos and let him know you have a burning desire 

to volunteer and get a coach’s pass to help coach a team.  

Otherwise, we are going to ask that you please refrain from this as 

it will only confuse the children.  If our board is alerted that 

parents are behaving poorly on the sidelines (whether it is 

coaching from the sidelines or acting in a derogatory manner 

towards officials, coaches, or any players), the board WILL take 

action.  We don’t want to go down that road with any parent as it 

will only penalize your child.  Thank you in advance for your 

cooperation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tmalloy879@gmail.com
mailto:wgdrsc.president@gmail.com


 

Wethersfield High School Jamboree 
The Wethersfield High School Jamboree is an annual event that was 

started to commemorate those people that were from Wethersfield 

and perished in the attack on Sept 11th in NY.  Each year, the varsity 

soccer teams play 4 shortened games against other towns to honor 

them.  This year, it will be a week later, and held on Sept 7th at 

9:00am on Cottone Field at the High School.  We are asking that as 

many of our club families to go, even if it is for only a game or two.  

Our clubs’ goal is to develop the kids in the program so that they can 

have a chance to play varsity soccer one day for the High School.  

So, our support for those who have played with us is just as 

important as our mission to get the kids there.  We will have our 

Recreational teams walk out onto the field prior to the state of the 

first game, as well as have a free clinic for them during the event. 

Family Events 
Bobby Almeida continues to pursue opportunities with our local 

community to provide events for our soccer families to attend.  He 

will continue to pursue more community opportunities for the club.  

Please like our Facebook page to stay up to date on events! 

Wethersfield Night at CCSU – Sept 20th  

• If you are interested in going to this game, please reach out to 

your coach or Bobby Almeida at BAlmeida58@gmail.com. 

 

WHS & WGDRSC Halftime Games 
We are excited to be working out a plan with Wethersfield High 

School to bring back a fun experience for the kids of the Travel 

Program.   

Currently, we are still fine-tuning the details with the Wethersfield 

High School Athletic Director, but the goal is to have our Travel 

teams play a short 15-minute game during select Varsity home 

games during half-time.  This should generate excitement for our 

kids in the program as they will play in front of the High School fans 

on the big stage at Cottone field under the lights.  As I said, these 

discussions are underway, and we are very hopeful that this will 

become a reality this season.  More information will certainly follow 

as we coordinate with the High School Athletic Dept, as well as our 

coaches of our Travel Teams.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Wethersfield-Soccer-Club-639696613146663/
mailto:BAlmeida58@gmail.com
http://wethersfieldsoccer.com/Default.asp?org=WETHERSFIELDSOCCER.COM


 

WGDRSC Apparel/Fundraiser 
With the mandatory uniform switch behind us, Dan Bielawiec is 

working on getting more WGDRSC attire available for parents and 

the kids.  Stay tuned to the website and Facebook for more 

information regarding a link to see what will be available. 

Since the new CT law to eliminate plastic bags in stores has gone 

into effect, we figured we could get some quality reusable bags 

printed with our WGDRSC logo.  They will be available in a few weeks 

and we will let you know when they are in.  The specs on the bags: 

• Super Cooler Large Insulated 12” x 16” Cooler Zipper Tote 

• Strong 12 ½” width x 13” h non-woven polypropylene 

recyclable and reusable grocery bag with 8” gusset and 20” 

long handle straps 

Prices will be $5 for Grocery Bag, $7 for the Cooler Bag, and $10 for 

1 of each.  More info to follow… 

 

                                                                                                               

GIVE FEEDBACK | CONTACT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wgdrsc.president@gmail.com?subject=FEEDBACK
mailto:samanthakhan0120@gmail.com;%20wgdrsc.president@gmail.com?subject=CONTACT
http://wethersfieldsoccer.com/Default.asp?org=WETHERSFIELDSOCCER.COM

