
Dear WJW-WJT Families: 

Happy New Year!  

As many of you know, the AYFCL, the league with which we are affiliated, reviews its football ages and weights 

every two years to assess the current state of youth football and ensure that we are taking appropriate actions and 

adjusting as needed to promote the most safe and fair levels possible for our participants.  We have been 

monitoring this process very closely and it has been an on-going dialogue with the league to ensure that all 

feedback is taken under consideration.  

The AYFCL originally made a decision to eliminate all older/lighters, those children that are permitted to play down 

at a level an extra year, for the 2014 and 2015 seasons.  In its January meeting, the AYFCL agreed to re-open the 

discussion on ages and weights to allow for further dialogue around this topic and to come to a final agreement on 

the ages and weights that will be utilized for the next two seasons.  The primary dialogue focused on balancing the 

safety of those players that would be forced to move up a level, despite being smaller than many of their peers, 

against the potential risk of having older players playing down against younger, less experienced participants.  The 

conclusion that the league came to, was to allow a reinstatement of older/lighters, but with a reduced weight 

classification at each level, and with a cap of twenty percent of each team’s roster. 

This is much more in line with what the Board of WJW-WJT had been seeking, as it not only reduces the number of 

older/lighters per team to twenty percent, but it also increases the maximum weights per level by five pounds to 

reduce the number of children that may be left out due to their size.  This change allows that handful of smaller 

children to stay down an extra year, but reduces the impact on the playing time of younger participants by 

restricting the allowable exceptions to twenty percent.  This will allow us the opportunity to have up to six children 

per team of thirty participate at this designation.  The ages and weights that will be utilized for the next two 

seasons are outlined in the chart below.   

The Board of WJW-WJT knows and understands that this is a polarizing and highly debated topic, but we feel that 

the AYFCL has made great strides in making the playing field more even, and more safe, for our participants.  We 

appreciate all of the feedback that we have received from parents, coaches, and players on both sides of the 

argument.  While we know that no decision will satisfy all, we do feel that this was a very fair and acceptable 

compromise that will benefit our organization and our players. 

As always, please feel free to reach out at any time should you have any questions.  Now that the league has 

finalized these details, we will begin the work of setting up the online forms and have registration open as quickly 

as possible.  Thank you again and we look forward to seeing you on the field this season. 

Go Webster! 

Tom Widell 

President, WJW-WJT 

 

Level Ages and Weights Older/Lighter Max Weight 

C 7,8,9* to 105 pounds 60 pounds 

B 9,10,11* to 130 pounds 85 pounds 

A 11,12,13 to 150 pounds No O/L  

*Older Lighter age 

All ages are as of August 1 of the playing year. 


