
GYHA Hockey Code of Conduct	
BEHAVIOR	
Players and their parents/families are representatives of the Geauga Youth Hockey Association and, as such are 
expected to behave in a respectful manner during all hockey related activities/functions. They are expected to treat 
coaches, teammates, opponents, officials and other hockey personnel with the utmost decency and respect.  
Players are expected to exhibit a positive attitude about themselves and others and to be supportive of their 
teammates. This behavior is expected in the lobby, on the ice, in restaurants, hotels and especially the locker 
room. Foul and/or derogatory language will NOT be tolerated.  	
	
Players are expected to be on time or to call and notify their coach. If a player will miss a scheduled ice time, 
he/she is expected to notify the coach of non-participation 24 hours in advance. If practice is missed without 
calling or e- mailing the player may miss the next game.	
	
Players are not to leave the ice at practice without first notifying the coach. Parents are not to coach their player at 
home or from the glass or bleachers at the rink.	
	
Parents and siblings are not allowed beside the player bench during games. No parents or siblings are permitted in 
the locker room 15 minutes prior to game time or immediately after. Lacing of skates can be attended to outside 
of the locker room if necessary.	
	
Players are not to bring food into the locker rooms.	
	
DRESS	
PRACTICE: Assigned color practice jersey and practice socks must be worn. 	
GAMES: Appropriate home or away jersey with matching game socks is required. Please bring both jerseys to 
every game.  The team can be assessed a bench minor penalty for any player who is not properly dressed for a 
game (ie:  inappropriate jersey and/or mis-matched or wrong colored socks).  
	
EQUIPMENT	
All player equipment must be in good working order prior to arrival at rink. Tighten screws on helmets, sharpen 
skates as needed. Proper fitting pads, mouth guards and neck guards are required.	
	
PUNCTUALITY	
Players are expected to be dressed and ready to go on the ice at scheduled practice time. Arrive to ensure enough 
time to be dressed and ready to go. Players will be notified by e-mail if there is ever a need for pre- practice 
instruction.  Unless otherwise instructed by their coach, players should be at the rink 60 minutes prior to the 
scheduled game time. This will allow for any instruction and pre-game warm up and dressing.	
	
COMMUNICATION	
Most communication will be done via e-mail. Please check your e-mail daily. You are expected to reply to e-mail 
promptly, even if it is to say you will reply later with a definite answer. Websites that you will find useful are the 
Geauga Youth Hockey Association (GYHA) website  (www.geaugayouthhockey.com) and the Cleveland 
Suburban Hockey League (CSHL) website (www.cshlhockey.org). You will find information pertaining to 
schedules, rankings, directions to rinks, etc. on these websites. Everyone should have a team contact card which is 
typically provided by each team’s manager.	
 	
PARENTS CONDUCT	
Parents are expected to volunteer to help the team. A “job list” will be distributed for sign up by each team’s 
manager.  Parents are expected to display good sportsmanship and demonstrate respect for players, coaches, 



opponents and officials. Parents are not to give rewards or incentives for good play. They are expected to act 
appropriately (do not taunt or disturb other fans), to cheer in a positive manner, to encourage fair play and to 
avoid profanity, objectionable cheers or gestures and the booing of opponents or referees.	
	
Parents’ behavior should encourage a safe and fun environment; throwing objects on the ice surface can cause 
injury to players and officials and isn’t tolerated. 	
	

● Do not lean over and/or pound on the glass.	
● Support the referees and coaches by trusting their judgment and integrity.	
● Be responsible for your own safety and remain alert to help prevent accidents. 	
● Respect locker rooms as private areas for players, coaches and officials. 	
● Be supportive after the game, win or lose. 	
● Recognize good effort, teamwork and sportsmanship. 	
● Observe the 24-Hour Rule‟ after games if you have a complaint or concern. Wait 24 hours then contact the 

coach and/or the Director of Hockey to discuss the issue.	
	
TOURNAMENTS	
Tournament participation will be discussed and agreed upon with a majority of all the parents. Before a team 
makes a commitment to participate in any tournaments the GYHA Hockey Director will approve the 
commitment.  If you are unable to provide transportation for your player to a tournament or day-trip games, 
consider having him ride with a teammate.	
GYHA does not recommend attending a tournament over the Thanksgiving or Christmas holiday weekends so 
everybody can be with their family.	
	
GOALS	
The goals of our Association are two-fold: to improve team play and individual player development.  Our code of 
conduct is intended to ensure that all players are afforded the opportunity to grow and develop in a safe and 
encouraging environment.	
	
We have read and understand the code of conduct for GYHA and the corresponding Disciplinary Policy and 
understand that disciplinary action may be taken against me if I do not follow the guidelines.	
	
	
	
_____________________________________ ___________________________ 	
PLAYER NAME/SIGNATURE	
	
	
	
_____________________________________ ___________________________ 	
PARENT(S) NAME/SIGNATURE	
	
	
_____________________________________ DATE	
	
	
	
	


