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ATTENDENCE 

Konopka. Michael (President)* Matt Arnold 

Pietrowicz, Carol (VP)* Amy Arnold 

Farr, Peter (Secretary)* Ken Colson 

Matthews, Chris (Player Agent)* Leila Colson 

Longo, Dan (Treasurer)* Jane Emmendorfer 

Ventresca, Michael (Equip. 
Mgr)* Matt Neisser 

Kennedy, Scott (Co-Treasurer)*  

  

Keska, Kristen  

Konopka, Michelle  

Manion, Stephanie  

Gandza, Elizabeth  

Bruno, Carissa  

Cohen, Heather  

Frega, Stacey  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

President Mike Konopka called the meeting to order at 8:04 p.m. and welcomed all board 

members and guests.  

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Secretary Peter Farr conducted a silent role call.  The April 2021 SGSL Board of Directors 

meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.  Motion to ACCEPT made by Chris Matthews, 

2nd by Dan Longo. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Dan Longo  

 

Dan reviewed the Treasurer’s report with the board.  Dan reported that we currently have a cash 

balance in our operating account of $55,147.00 and that we have $15,510.00 in the reserve 

account for a total of $70,657.00.  Dan reported that we also received $5,000 from Athena for 

their August tournament. 

 

 

 

Members Present  Guests  
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Fundraising and Sponsorships: 

Home Depot is interested in providing labor for an SGSL project. 

 

EQUIPMENT MANAGER’S REPORT  

Equipment Manager Mike Ventresca 

 

Mike Ventresca reminded the board that players need to have a face mask on their helmet when 

playing as well as a face covering.  Mike also reminded the board that a dozen balls have been 

placed in the Field 10 Storage for games (2 game balls per game). Kristen Keska initiated a 

discussion regarding face masks and whether or not they were mandatory on helmets. Face 

coverings were discussed later in the meeting. SEE BELOW   

 

FIELD MAINTENANCE MANAGER’S REPORT    

Field Maintenance Dan Longo 

 

Dan reported that this Friday, a garage door opener will be installed in the lower garage (near the 

concession stand).  The field 5 fence project was in the process of being installed.  It should be 

completed in the next few days. 

 

PLAYER AGENT’S REPORT    

Player Agent Chris Matthews  

 

Chris Matthews reported the final registration numbers as of May 4, 2021. We ended with a total 

of 319 players and that registration is closed for all divisions.   

 

OLD BUSINESS   

President Mike Konopka 

 

Mike reviewed with the board the COVID 19 protocols that we will be following, at least 

initially, as the SGSL season gets underway.   

 

Chris Matthews reported that we had 25–27 players attend the Sunday pitching clinics. The 

clinics seemed to be a success.  USA Elite offered to extend the opportunity to extend the clinics 

by a couple of weeks.  USA Elite worked out, as it was a contained facility and we would have 

needed 12 or so volunteers each week to do outside.  

 

The SHS/SGSL player clinic has been cancelled for this year.  Plans are being developed to 

continue this relationship into the future and continue the clinic next year. 

    

Mike relayed to the board that we are always looking for new board members to volunteer and 

be a part of the decision making process to keep this league operating.  If you are interested 

please come to a board meeting. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

President Mike Konopka 
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Mike reminded that we will be doing a season recap and will be looking for feedback of this 

season. Mike reminded the board and coaches that Umpire review cards are available on the 

website to be filled out by managers and coaches as well as umpires. The cards are important in 

that information provided gives the league opportunities to review and improve and address the 

umpiring process as well as the coaching process so that we can be successful as a league as the 

season progresses. As of today, only a handful of cards have been filled out. 

 

Picture Day 

 

- Pictures were 1 ½ hours behind schedule 

- Waited an 1 ½ after game for pictures 

- 1 photographer for team pictures 

- Make up day June 5, 2021 

 

There was a brief discussion of the opportunity for SGSL to assist the Wolcott Girls Softball 

League by bringing in a collective group of 3 teams to SGSL from Wolcott (approximately 70 

players).  Topic was tabled for additional discussion.  

 

ELECTION OF NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS  

Stephanie Manoian was nominated by Mike Ventresca and 2nd by Scott Kennedy for the 

Executive Board Position of Assistant Secretary.  Stephanie’s nomination was then voted on by 

the board.  Stephanie was unanimously voted onto the Executive Board. 

 

Chris Matthews was nominated by Mike Ventresca and 2nd by Stephanie Manoian for the 

Executive Board Position of Vice President.  Chris’s nomination was then voted on by the board.  

Chris was unanimously voted into the new position on the Executive Board. 

 

Elizabeth Gandza was nominated by Dan Longo and 2nd by Chris Matthews for the 

Executive Board Position of Player Agent.  Elizabeth’s nomination was then voted on by the 

board.  Elizabeth was unanimously voted onto the Executive Board. 

 

Stacey Frega was nominated by Dan Longo and 2nd by Scott Kennedy for the 

Executive Board Position of Player Agent.  Stacey’s nomination was then voted on by the board.  

Stacey was unanimously voted onto the Executive Board. 

 

Congratulations everyone, welcome to your new positions on the Board! 

 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS  

 

Mike Konopka introduced guests Brian and Heather Cohen, Jane Emmendorfer and Matt Neisser 

to the board for nomination as potential new board members.  After briefly introducing 

themselves to the board, Brian Cohen (nominated by Scott Kennedy and 2nd by Mike Ventresca), 

Heather Cohen (nominated by Chris Matthews and 2nd by Mike Ventresca), Jane Emmendorfer 

(nominated by Mike Ventresca and 2nd by Scott Kennedy) and Matt Neisser (nominated by Scott 

Kennedy and 2nd by Brian Cohen) were unanimously voted in as new board members. 
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Guests Ken and Leila Colson were introduced to the board by President Mike Konopka.  Leila 

Colson initiated a discussion regarding the league’s face covering policy and the new State of CT 

guidelines regarding COVID 19 and the wearing of face coverings. The discussion primarily 

revolved around the SGSL players and their wearing of masks during practices and games. Some 

things discussed were the physical safety of the players (mask interfering with catching softballs, 

etc) and that the weather has been getting warmer and the possibility that players may over heat 

while wearing them on the field.  Dan Longo reviewed and explained the process that the board 

went through in developing the league policy including the changes with the league policy as the 

State of CT and Health Department adjust their guidelines.  After the discussion, a motion by 

Dan Longo to suspend the wearing of masks by players during practices and games was made 

and voted on by the board.  The motion was unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Chris Matthews, 2nd by Dan Longo at 

approximately 10:25 p.m.  The next board meeting will be held virtually on Zoom on June 1, 

2021 at 8:30 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted by Peter Farr (Secretary) 


