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Beginning with the 2013-14 school year, the Wilton Public Schools will impose fees
on students who participate in the high school athletics program, and on students in
grades 3-12 who participate in extra-curricular clubs and activities. The following is
information will hopefully help parents and students better understand how the
fees will be structured, along with information for families who may be eligible for
financial assistance.
Q: Why are these fees being imposed?

A: The Wilton Board of Education approved participation fees during the course of
budget deliberations for the 2013-14 school year. The Board was instructed by the
Board of Finance to reduce its original budget request by $750,000. In an effort to
avoid imposing cuts that would directly impact class size and classroom instruction,
the Board opted to impose fees on high school athletics and extra-curricular clubs
and activities in grades 3-12.
Participation fees are expected to generate $160,000 in revenue during the 2013-14
school year.
Q: How prevalent are participation fees in neighboring districts and throughout
Connecticut?

A: Based on data from the 2011-12 school year, Wilton was the only school in our
DRG-A comparison group that did not collect some form of participation fee (aside
from a $50 insurance fee). Fees ranged from assessments imposed on specific
sports, to across-the-board fees imposed on all sports and activities, to parent
funding of specific programs.
In Connecticut, an informal 2012 survey of 116 school districts indicated that 44
imposed some sort of athletic participation fee. In 2004, 29 districts charged
participation fees.
Q: Exactly what activities are subject to the activity/participation fee?

A: There will be two types of fees: WHS athletic participation fees, and fees for
students in grades 3-12 who participate in clubs or activities that are not part of the
regular school curriculum.

o Athletic Fees – A fee of $100 per sport will be required before tryouts. Some
teams have “cuts” and should a student not make a team, his or her fee will
be returned. The participation fee will not guarantee playing time for
students who are placed on a team.

o Clubs




Cider Mill/Middlebrook – A one-time fee of $25 will be assessed
on students who participate in Cider Mill Clubs. The fee covers
any club involvement for the year in the clubs listed on the
school’s website.
Wilton High School – A one-time fee of $50 will be assessed on
students who participate in WHS clubs. The fee covers any
club involvement for the year in clubs listed on the school’s
website.

Q: Will there be a mechanism for financial assistance, or a way for families to
request a waiver?
A: No student will be denied access to a fee-based activity or sport because of
inability to pay. Students who have been approved for free or reduced-price meals
are eligible to receive a waiver of participation fees. Additional consideration may
be given for special circumstances such as unforeseen medical problems, change in
employment status, or family emergency. Families must apply for a waiver by
completing an application form, available on the district website.
Q: How will the fees be collected?

A: No student will be allowed to participate in a club/activity or athletic program
until either a fee has been paid or a fee waiver has been issued. The district is in the
process of establishing an online payment processing system (i.e. Paypal). Parents
will have the option of using the online processing system or of paying by check or
money order. Should the online system not be accessible in time for the start of the
2013-14 school year, staff will be assigned to collect fees at the initial
meeting/session of each club or sport.
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