
 

A crisis is quietly unfolding among black and Hispanic males as four-year public high school graduation 

rates are 55% and 51% respectively.  Social and educational indicators such as standardized test scores, 

justice system involvement and unemployment rates all point to the conclusion that in cities across the 

US, black and Latino boys and men are increasingly falling behind their female, Asian and white peers. 

 

Studies have shown that sports engagement can dramatically reverse these trends, and significantly           

reduce disparities in educational attainment, helping young men reach their full potential.   

 

Enter The Inaugural Summer City Classic.  Two nationally recognized thought leaders and passionate  

advocates for urban youth, Eric Davis and Robert Lewis, Jr., are teaming up with The Foundation To Be 

Named Later to leverage the power and passion of baseball to transform lives.  16-year old teams from 

Chicago’s Jackie Robinson West Little League and The Boston Astros will play a game to celebrate the 

revival of urban youth baseball, and to demonstrate how baseball contributes to positive youth                    

development and can be a key factor in reducing gang violence. 
 

 

What:  The Inaugural Summer City Classic, presented by The Foundation To Be Named Later 

Two elite 16-year-olds urban youth baseball teams face off to bring awareness to using 

baseball to promote positive youth development. 

 

Attendees will be treated to a memorable morning of great baseball, music by the Hot 

Stove Cool Music’s Crew and food provided by Giordano’s  

 

Who:  Chicago’s Jackie Robinson West Little League vs. The Boston Astros 

  Theo Epstein and Paul Epstein will be honorary captains of each team 

  Len Kasper, Peter Gammons and Jeff Horrigan will “call the game” 

 

When:  Saturday, June 22, 2013  

  9:30 am – 12:00 pm 

  10:00 am: Game Start 

  Music and Food provided following the game 

   

Where:  Flames Athletic Center Field 

University of Illinois Chicago Baseball Park 

  901 W. Roosevelt Road, Chicago 

 

Additional: This event is free for attendees.   

Parking: 

For more information, please contact: 



 

About Robert Lewis, Jr. 
34 years ago, Robert Lewis, Jr. formed a youth baseball team in the South End 

called The Boston Astros, with a belief that baseball could be a powerful               

vehicle to teach young men values and life skills such as the importance of 

teamwork, motivation, resiliency, and respect both on and off the playing 

field. Since then, Robert has emerged as a nationally-recognized thought 

leader, public speaker and passionate advocate for urban youth and along the 

way, has led his Astros to be recognized as Triple Crown Sports ‘2012 Team of 

the Year’ from a field of 40,000 teams, and transformed the lives of more than 

8,000 Boston Astros players and alumni.  His latest initiative, The BASE, builds 

upon the success of The Boston Astros model to provide players with superior 

baseball coaching and training, and adds comprehensive academic and life 

skills training to ensure that every student athlete has a winning game plan 

for life. 

About Eric Davis 
Eric Davis is Chief Strategic Officer of D & J Entertainment Holdings LLC and 

Executive Producer of “Bases Empty”—a documentary about African-Americans 

in baseball has spent his career working with at risk youth in the city of               

Chicago and across the country.  Eric is also the creator of the Slick Boys Youth 

Foundation to work with at risk youth in the City of Chicago and across the 

Country.  While assigned to the Cabrini Green Housing Development, he, along 

with the Slick Boys and in partnership with Al Carter and Patricia Hill, created 

the largest inner city little league baseball program in the nation.  The league 

became the inspiration for the movie “Hard Ball-A Season in the Projects” 

which starred Keanu Reeves. 

 

Eric believes that a viable way to stop youth violence is through the creation 

of educational and athletic opportunities for youth.  He strongly supports         

innovative baseball projects such as the one UIC and Curtis Granderson are    

developing for Chicago’s inner city youth as well as programs such as The 

BASE, The Garfield Park Little League, Jackie Robinson Little League and others 

that teach life skills both on and off the field. 

About The Foundation To Be Named Later 
The Foundation To Be Named Later (FTBNL) was launched in the Spring of 

2005 by Paul Epstein, a social worker in the Brookline Public School system, 

and his twin brother, former Red Sox Executive Vice President and General 

Manager and current Chicago Cubs President, Theo Epstein.  The mission of 

FTBNL is to raise funds and awareness for non-profit agencies, working on the 

front lines, serving disadvantaged youth in the Greater Boston area. We invest 

in programs that teach leadership, education and healthy development of 

families.  


