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BY THE NUMBERS 

Players registered to play MLL this Spring: 1316 

Teams we are likely to have this year: 108-110  

New Majors teams joining the league: 2 

New batting cages built at our satellite fields this winter: 2 

Inches of snow Denis had to move in time for walk-in registration: 22 

Years our longest sponsor, Wayne Insulation, has been a team sponsor: 63!! 

 

Welcome to the McLean Little League Spring 2016 season!   
Each month we will be sending you a comprehensive update on the league.  Please take a 

few minutes to read through the email when you receive it, as we will include lots of great 

information.  This version is MUCH longer than others will be-- we promise next month 

will be contained to one page… 

 
FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

 March 30th:  First games of the season 

Our Majors teams will open up the season this year on March 30th.  Keep an 

eye on the MLL website and Twitter for information about game times.  

Bring your player up to watch the Majors teams in action!  All other levels 

will begin play the week beginning April 2nd. 

 April 9th @ 7:30am: Opening Day Parade and Ceremonies 

A MLL tradition is back!  More information to come from your coaches, but 

mark down the date and time.  All players can walk from McLean HS to our 

fields where they will be on the field for our Opening Day Ceremonies.   

 May 6th and 7th: Bat-a-thon 

Our biggest fundraiser of the year and a super event for the whole family.  

More information to come!! 

 May 15th @ 1:35pm: Little League Day with the Washington Nationals 

Join your MLL community at Nats Park as we enjoy some big league fun.  A 

special link will be available on our website soon to allow you to purchase 

seats in a designated MLL section. 

 

ATTENTION ALL SPRING SEASON MANAGERS AND COACHES:  MANAGERS AND COACHES CLINICS 
Sunday, March 13

th
 is "Training Day" for MLL managers and coaches. 

Please plan to spend the afternoon/early evening at these three important events. 

1.  On-Field coaching clinics.  All Managers, coaches, and interested parents are invited to bring your glove and come learn 

skills and drills for developing better players.  Mandatory for first-time managers and an excellent refresher for experienced 

managers and coaches.  Sessions are specific to the level of play; see schedule below.  Clinics are run by Mike Murray, President 

of Virginia Baseball Club and a widely acclaimed instructor.    

3-4:15pm on MLL Field 3: Transition / Single A  skills and drills (baseball and softball welcome) 

4:15-5pm on MLL Field 3: Teaching baseball pitchers and catchers (Single A through Majors, baseball only) 

5:00-6pm on MLL Field 3:  AA / AAA skills and drills (baseball and softball welcome) 

5:00-6pm on MLL Field 4: Tee-ball / Rookie ball safety, skills and drills 

2.  Mandatory Managers/Coaches Meeting.  6:00pm in the MLL Clubhouse.  At least one manager or coach from each 

team must attend to get an update on local rules and procedures, first-aid training, and required team volunteer commitments. 

3.  Positive Coaching Alliance Training.  Saturday March 13, 7-8pm in the MLL Clubhouse.  Immediately following the 

managers meeting, a guest speaker from the Positive Coaching Alliance will provide an interactive seminar on positive 

coaching.  We've all seen "that coach" who is always in control of his/her emotions, who gets amazing results from average 

players, and who just seems to have more fun on the field with his/her team.  This is the program that will help YOU be "that 

coach."   PCA is a national training program advised by pros like Dusty Baker, Tony La Russa, Brad Ausmus, and dozens of 

others.  If you have not been through PCA training in the past 2 years, please plan to stay for this program to get PCA Certified.  

 

COACH MAX SAYS PLAY BALL! 
Our training and development coordinator, 

Max Eckert, will be back this year to work 

with all players at MLL.  Max  is available to 

come to practices to help coaches with their 

teams, and we encourage all coaches to invite 

Max to attend one of your practices!  When 

he’s not attending practice, Max will be 

holding twice-weekly player clinics and 

helping out at the fields.  Find him at the 

fields and say hi! 

 

TEAM SPONSORSHIPS ARE FULL!! 

Thanks to the generosity of the MLL 

Community all of our teams are covered for 

this season!  If you’d like to be added to a 

wait list for next year please email Desi 

Woltman at woltman@mcleanll.com. 

If you’re still interested in supporting 

MLL this year, stand by for our annual Bat-a-

thon and Golf Tournament -- both great ways 

to show your support of McLean Little 

League and get broad community exposure 

for your business at the same time. 

 

MLL SNACK BAR 

The 100% volunteer run snack bar is typically open during regularly scheduled games and serves a variety of food and drink.   

Grab a snack and stay to watch a game!  It’s the best entertainment in town. All families are required to work their team shift at 

the snack bar.  Without you, this time honored tradition would not be able to continue! 
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SOFTBALL UPDATE 

This year we had 147 girls trying out for spots at the Majors, AAA, and AA levels.  All the players were enthusiastic including 

the few who were battling through colds and just getting over injuries.  The tryouts would not have been as successful as they 

were without the help of the Volunteers checking players in, escorting the players through the sections, recording times, and 

especially for the Senior Softball players who worked extremely hard to catch, throw, and field softballs.  Our next steps will be 

to conduct our drafts on March 3
rd

 (Majors), March 8
th
 (AAA), and March 11

th 
(AA).  Once the drafts are complete Transition 

Softball rosters will be sent out by the Transition Managers and we will be ready to get the season started. 

BASEBALL UPDATE 

 Majors and Minors Baseball : We just wrapped up four days of player evaluations which allowed 490 potential Majors, 

AAA and AA players to showcase their talents for our coaches.  The players did a great job getting up there in front of 

anywhere from 25-50 coaches at one time.  Way to go MLL players!  Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped us 

manage players (and parents)--the evaluations were a huge success.  This week, the coaches began drafting their teams, 

starting with the Majors draft, followed next week by the AAA and AA drafts.  Players should hear the results of the draft 

and their team assignments soon! 

 Developmental Baseball: As soon as the player drafts are complete, the Single A, Transition, Rookie and T-Ball teams will 

be finalized.  Our VP of Developmental Baseball is hard at work matching teammate and coach requests and filling out the 

teams.  You should hear your team assignment toward the end of March. 

 Our 50/70 Intermediate Baseball teams will be evaluated and drafted in mid-March.  While we introduced this new level of 

little league for our 13 year old players in the Fall, this will be the first Spring for 50/70 at MLL. 

BASEBALL RULE CHANGE CLARIFICATIONS 

We know many of you have been aware of some age determination rule changes that National Little League has enacted across 

the last 2 years.  Since they changed the cutoff dates a few times before finally settling in, we wanted to clarify what the current 

rules state: 

• Any player born on or before August 31, 2005 uses April 30th of the current year to determine his/her age.  For example, a 

player born in May, 2005, will play in 2016 as a 10 year old for Little League purposes.   

• Any player born on or after September 1, 2005 uses August 31st of the current year to determine his/her age.  For example, a 

player born in September 2006, will play in 2016 as a 9 year old for Little League purposes. 
  

 

 

 

BASEBALL QUESTIONS FROM AROUND THE PARK  
We have heard these questions from many parents, so we wanted to provide brief explanations! 

 Why are there 12 Majors teams this Spring and where did the two new teams come from? We are lucky to have seen 

incredible growth at MLL, and the number of players vying for Minor and Major league spots was growing rapidly.  After 

over a year of study, discussion and deliberation, MLL decided that our Majors program needed to expand by 2 teams.  To 

provide a competitive base, each expansion team has selected three returning Majors players from existing teams—athletes 

drafted for their skill and leadership abilities—along with newly drafted 10, 11 and 12 year olds. 

 How does the draft work? Team managers select players through a systematic process that strives to balance competitive 

play across the league by distributing talent, skill, experience, maturity and attitude.  The Majors managers select first and 

we work our way down through AA.  Single A baseball and below does not have a draft.  Including our returning Majors 

players (who are not required to be re-evaluated), we have 536 players hoping to get one of the approximately 504 slots 

through the draft; therefore, approximately 30-35 players who are trying out for each level of baseball will not be placed in 

their desired level of play.  This will allow these players to spend another year refining their skills at a level that will afford 

them exceptional experiences and the opportunity to further develop their pitching, catching, fielding and hitting skills. 

 Are there players who automatically get to play at a certain level of play? Yes.  There are many players who are allowed to 

play at a certain level regardless of their evaluation, experience or skill level.  For example, every 12 year old who wants to 

play Majors is drafted.  Each Majors team must select at least one 10 year old (but no more than two).  All 11 year olds who 

want to play AAA are drafted.  Anyone who has played at a specific level before and wants to play at the same level again 

will be drafted. There are a few more rules, such as these, that make our drafts very complex, but ensure that all players 

continue to have a safe, fulfilling experience at MLL. 

 When will we get our team assignments? Schedules? Uniforms? As soon as the Majors and Minors teams are drafted across 

the next week, the developmental teams will be finalized.  Majors and Minors teams should hear from their coaches within a 

few days of their draft.  Developmental teams should hear from their coach toward the end of the month.  Schedules will be 

distributed toward the end of the month.  Uniforms are distributed at the first practice/game. 

 


