
 
 
BTBA Board Meeting  
June 4, 2020 at 5:30  
Hrbek fields 
  
Board members present: 
Drew Squires, Jean Gonzalez, Holly Miller, Robert Chamberlain, George Bender, Austin Hamilton, 
Josh Meier, Maggie Petersen, Justin Remsbottom, Scott King 
  
Board members not present: 
Corey Vucinovich, Jodi Syrjamaki, Joe Vogel 
  
The board meeting was called to order at 5:36 pm by Drew Squires. 
  
The board meeting began with a review of the June 2, 2020 communication from Metro Baseball 
League & MYAS/Gopher State Baseball stating their decision to cancel league operations and their 
proposal for an alternate season. Specifically, the board discussion included: 

· Player refunds for the 2020 season 
· BTBA’s role and guidelines for alternate season 

  
  
Considerations for refunds 
BTBA has incurred costs for tryouts and other related administrative expenses (for example there is a 
charge incurred with every online payment, equipment was purchased, etc.).  A refund will be provided 
but it will be reduced by the cost of tryouts and other related expenses.  The board discussed how best 
to reimburse families and the amount of the reimbursement.  The League Athletics Registration 
system used with MBL is not a system that is set up to easily refund/ registrations. For example, if 
someone paid the registration in three installments, the reimbursements would have to match the 
amount of the three installments (technically reversing each transaction).  While that could happen, the 
system does not allow for partial reimbursements, only the amount of the initial payment.  The board 
discussed providing credits to families for the 2021 season.  This has numerous accounting, 
administrative and tax implications which becomes an enormous accounting burden.  Robert 
Chamberlain, the current treasurer, is stepping down at the end of the fiscal year. For someone with 
experience it is an enormous commitment let alone someone in a new volunteer position. The 
cleanest, easiest way to approach the financial closing of this season (fiscal year ending October 31, 
2020) is to offer cash refunds to families.  The amount of the refund needs to be less the cost of 
tryouts, equipment, administrative fees, etc.  The projected cost per player for these costs is $55.00. 
  



Robert Chamberlain and Drew Squires will work on the procedures, location, date and logistics. Drew 
will reach out to the Bloomington Police Department to determine how they might support the secure 
and safe transfer of monies 
  
Alternate (optional) season 
The Baseball Alliance of Minnesota, powered by GSBL & MBL, has new opportunities to begin in July. 
The board focused on the alternate season experience proposed for July-August.  It is a six-week 
season with 12 games and will be held July 6-August 14. BTBA will support this opportunity but 
acknowledged the time commitment of treating registration of individual players. It is not possible – 
both due to player participation (and the possibility teams will have to merge/adjust) as well the 
administrative commitment. BTBA can best support this opportunity by treating it similar to fall ball. 
BTBA will commit to registering teams. 
  
The board discussed the need to offer the opportunity for all families and to ensure players are not left 
out of the opportunity.  The board is asking coaches to keep teams together and not disrupt current 
rosters.  If a team does not have enough players, the board encourages coaches to reach out to the 
board before reaching out to players on other teams.  There are some families that have reached out 
and expressed interest in participating should an opportunity arise. 
  
The board agreed each team participating in the alternate season can order their own jerseys/t-shirts if 
they choose. This will not be coordinated by BTBA. 
  
The question was brought up whether or not players can be double rostered if they are also playing 
with a club.  The alternate season is short and the likelihood of overlapping seasons is slim but BTBA 
will allow it for this alternate season. 
  
Other business 
The BTBA sponsored season is canceled and the proposed alternate season has not officially begun. 
For that reason, coaches and teams are not yet able to reserve fields for practices.  BTBA also is not 
able to provide equipment to teams. Teams are welcome to practice, following social distancing 
guidelines, but it is voluntary for players and coaches and not covered by BTBA insurance.  BTBA 
suggests scheduling practices and working with other teams, families and children who may also be 
using the space. Coaches will be contacted once the season officially begins and directed how to 
reserve fields. 
  
The board discussed the contract with Starters and using paid coaches for 13AAA and 14AAA.  The 
board agrees it does not make sense to have paid coaches for the shortened and atypical – potential – 
season. The board agrees to pursue discussion with Starters on how best to close out the current 
season’s contract. 
  
  
Drew Squires offered a motion to cancel the traditional season and refund player registrations less $55 
for incurred expenses. Scott King seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
  



George Bender offered a motion to support the MBL plan for an alternate season. Drew Squires 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
  
Robert Chamberlain offered a motion for George Bender to pursue termination of this season’s 
contract with Starters with further negotiations brought to the board. Drew Squires seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
  
At 7:29 Robert Chamberlain offered a motion to adjourn, Josh Meier seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 
  
  
 


