
 
 
BTBA Board Meeting  
May 21, 2020 at 5:30  
Hrbek fields 
  
Board members present: 
Drew Squires, Jean Gonzalez, Holly Miller, Robert Chamberlain, George Bender, Austin Hamilton, 
Corey Vucinovich, Josh Meier, Maggie Petersen, Jodi Syrjamaki, Justin Remsbottom, Joe Vogel, Scott 
King, Todd Fortner, Carla Agre. 
  
The board meeting was called to order at 5:40 pm by Drew Squires. 
 
BTBA is still waiting to hear from MBL and Governor Walz’s task force on youth sports on what 
baseball will entail this season. The status of the season and what it will look like is ever changing and 
the discussions are based on the current information available. 
 
Changes for this season due to Covid-19 
The city of Bloomington asked BTBA for the tentative plans for the season. Based on the “Safe Play: 
Back to the Diamond” plan and additional BTBA suggestions, updates to the fields and expectations of 
players and families include: 

● Add four sanitizer stations at each field 
● Sanitize dugouts between games 
● Keep bathroom doors open  
● Add colored duct tape along fences to indicate appropriate distancing 
● Players would be in the dugouts and the stands (and no spectators in the stands) 
● Each player could have only one spectator at each game 
● Coaches sanitize BTBA gear between games 
● For catchers, only one person to use catcher’s gear each game (BTBA has two sets per team 

and player-owned equipment could only be used only by player) 
● No squeeze water bottles 
● No sunflower seeds 
● Players wear masks in the dugout  

  
*These are subject to change based on Governor Walz’s Task Force and MBL guidelines.  
 
According to MBL, before each practice and game, players will have to complete a waiver form. It will 
include four questions about their health. We do not yet know if players will be required to get their 
temperature taken at the start of practices and games.  
  



According to the MBL guidelines, full teams can practice in groups of 10 or less in a group with no 
more than three groups on a field. Within the group of 10, appropriate social distancing is required.  
 
Uniforms  
The board discussed different scenarios that could play out for this season and how that impacts 
ordering uniforms. Uniforms are expensive and they require 3-4 weeks lead time. There is a chance 
the season will be canceled.  The board discussed the cost of ordering uniforms and how expensive 
that would be should the season be canceled.  Alternative, less expensive options were discussed, but 
the size players wear in a jersey does not always translate to the same size tee. The board was not 
sure if the amount of time to get a new order together may take just as long. Board members agreed 
that most players wear their jerseys outside of games so even if they did not play games, the jerseys 
would be worn.  The board is going to reach out to a few different contacts to gauge costs and options.  
 
General consensus is to order only one uniform rather than two due to the condensed season. 
 
Team pictures 
Team pictures were tentatively scheduled for June 9th or 10th. Team pictures would not work due to 
social distancing guidelines. Pictures may need to be canceled this year. 
 
Length of Season 
MBL has asked each organization on their preference for the length of the season. There is no 
guarantee our preference will be selected.  The two options are:  

1. End 7/31 with seven weeks of baseball and 14 regular season games 
2. End 8/14 with nine weeks of baseball and 16 regular season games 

  
The board discussed both scenarios and considered if/how it could impact fall sports, family plans, 
families’ interest in a longer (or shorter) season, how the condensed season could be impacted by 
weather, and costs.  
 
The board voted on their preference for the end date of the season.  The results were 3 votes for 
ending July 31st and 8 votes for August 14th.  
 
The dates of the state tournaments will not change (due to scheduling) so the season will likely 
continue after the tournaments.  As with the whole season, we are not yet sure how teams will be 
selected for the tournaments. Currently, Bloomington is still hosting the 10AAA and 11AA state 
tournaments. 
 
  
Field crew 
The field crew will be ready when needed.  
 
Player participation this season 
BTBA has only heard from a few families that will not play this season. The board understands 
families’ participation this season is dependent on so many factors, including what the season will look 
like, cost, etc. Unfortunately we do not have definitive answers. 



 
Refunds  
There are so many factors that go into the costs of a season and will need to be factored into any 
refund. The baseball experience will be different this year.  We do not know how many tournaments 
teams will play in nor do we know how many we will host. The cost of tryouts and uniforms  will have to 
be factored in.  Regarding the BTBA paid positions, we will go back and figure out what people are 
owed, what is fair for the work/contributions already completed.  We will not have to pay the Starters 
coaches if we don’t have a season. We will not know the amount of a refund until the end of the 
season.  
 
Alternative programming   
While the prospects of a season are still alive, there is the possibility a season through MBL will not 
happen. Should that happen, ideas for a training season were discussed.  Perhaps BTBA would have 
clinics, practices and scrimmages within age levels (and possibly one year above and below). We will 
continue to build this as an alternative. 
 
At 7:20 Robet Chamberlain offered a motion to adjourn, Justin Remsbottom seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 


