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CYLA: January 2020 Update [Eric Witmer, League Admin.] 
 

• CYLA History: Since beginning play in South Denver in 1991, the Colorado Youth Lacrosse Association (CYLA) has 
grown to span the state; from Grand Junction to Aurora, Fort Collins to Pueblo, and multiple locations along the 
Front Range.  Since inception, CYLA has been a volunteer led, community based, youth sports organization 
focused solely on boy’s lacrosse.   

 

• CYLA Mission Statement: CYLA is organized to promote the game of lacrosse and to provide a safe and fun 
opportunity for youth players while emphasizing the importance of good sportsmanship, fitness, teamwork and 
education of the sport. CYLA seeks to foster a state-wide lacrosse community that encourages understanding, 
appreciation and acceptance of all within its membership, volunteer base, and directors. Further, CYLA believes 
that broad representation and participation add significant value to the lacrosse experience of each of us, and 
that these valued experiences are enhanced by embracing underrepresented and underserved communities.  

 

• 2020 CYLA Member Clubs: Aurora, Boulder Valley, Cheyenne Mountain, Commerce City, Dakota Ridge, Denver 
City Lax, Fraser Valley, Loveland, Patriots (CO Springs), Pikes Peak (CO Springs), Pueblo, Rangers (CO Springs), 
Rattlers (Broomfield), Stapleton, Vipers (Fort Collins), Windsor Bobcats, 970Lax (Fort Collins).  

o Western Slope Affiliates: Aspen, Grand Valley, Vail 

• Individual Player Registration for all member clubs is open; we expect a similar number of teams as in 2019. 
 

• 2020 CYLA Game Plan:  CYLA intends to schedule (8) regular season games with unique opponents, appropriate 
competition, and decreased geographic stress. To ensure the best season for all CYLA teams, additional focus 
will be directed toward regional administrator collaboration to efficiently schedule games during the pre-season 
scheduling process. Additionally, we will collaborate with AYL to schedule interleague contests with AYL teams. 
CYLA League Administrator and Executive Board members have had positive initial conversations with AYL 
leadership, and games may be scheduled on Sundays as needed to facilitate interleague play. Effective Spring 
2020, Rocky Mountain Storm and Mountain are AYL members but have indicated willingness to play interleague 
games with CYLA teams. Additional invitations are being distributed to Western slope area programs such as 
Roaring Fork, Telluride, and Steamboat to facilitate Spring lacrosse for as many programs as possible across 
Colorado.  

o CYLA Championship weekend is scheduled for May 30-31, 2020 at Long Lake Regional Park with the 
same format used in the past. 

 

• CYLA League Administration [Summit Lacrosse Ventures]: Starting in the Spring of 2019, CYLA league 
administration was outsourced to Summit Lacrosse Ventures (SLV) in place of Kroenke Sports. Administrative 
duties and responsibilities are handled by Eric Witmer, SLV Program & Event Manager and supported by SLV’s 
full-time team. Eric is a lifelong lacrosse enthusiast who plays, coaches, and supports CO lacrosse on multiple 
levels throughout the year. Eric and SLV have operated the Rocky Mtn Jamboree since 2017 in addition to their 
full slate of scholastic (boys and girls) and adult events that spans the country and calendar, dating back to 1990. 
Headquartered in Denver, SLV consists of (4) full-time employees, each a dedicated professional resource in the 
lacrosse world; SLV’s flagship tournament in Lake Placid, NY is going into its 31st year. SLV owns and operates 
approximately 15 other tournaments, camps, and clinics across North America, and prides itself on delivering 
high quality, professional, family-oriented, and festival-like lacrosse experiences, and supporting sustainable 
growth of the sport. SLV is dedicated to leveraging its resources and experience to support the local lacrosse 
community, in particular the CYLA, and is committed to facilitating the best possible experience for CYLA club 
members. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.summitlacrosseventures.com/

