
BYHA Annual Membership Board Meeting 
April 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm 

Schwan’s Center, Blaine, MN 
  
Attendance:  Gretchen Severin, Brian Hauck, Chuck Taylor, Fred Hendrickson, Jamie Chester, Kraig 
Stumo, Brad Meehan, Brian Bunes, and Erick Sutherland.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Gretchen Severin.     
 
Motion made (Hendrickson) and second (Taylor) to approve the April 18, 2016 Annual Meeting 
Agenda. Motion carried.  
 
Charitable Gambling Coordinator:  Suzanne Slawson reported that we currently have 4 gambling 
sites in Blaine: Ole Piper, Broadway Pizza, Wild Bill’s and Bonfire; this is the most sites we are allowed 
to have by the city of Blaine. The March contributions were $60,000. Annual contributions for the year 
were $800,000, this is the highest annual contribution we’ve received to date. The annual audit went 
smoothly. 
 
Motion made (Sutherland) second (Hauck) to approve the April 20, 2015 annual meeting 
minutes. Motion Carried.    
 
Equipment Director: Erick Sutherland reported that he is in the process of purchasing new game 
jerseys for the coming season. He heard a lot of good feedback on the new breezer covers that were 
purchased for the players to wear this year; they held up well and should be able to be used for a few 
seasons. We will be looking into purchasing different socks for the coming season, that match the new 
jerseys well and that come in smaller sizes. 
 
ACE and Development Director:  Brad Meehan spoke about his role. The training programs went 
very well this year, he thanked the pull-tab sites for the funds to allow us to offer them. About $90,000 
was spent on the various training sessions this season. Because of the association size, levels were 
split between FHIT/MAP facility and Acceleration, while goalies all remained training with MEGA. He 
went through the survey results regarding training and will encourage looking into other training 
opportunities to fit some feedback received. He thanked the members, Nancy Manthis and Suzanne 
Slawson for all their support during his tenure on the board, and announced he is resigning his position.   
 
In-House Director:  Brian Bunes began by thanking the coaches, managers and mentors for all the 
time they put into making the season a great success. He reported that the addition of Acceleration and 
the supplemental league for the higher level Mite teams was well received and was helpful to get them 
ready for Squirts next year. A sponsorship program was also implemented to get business names on 
jerseys as well as money for the teams to have team building events, etc. The in-house numbers are up 
and we continued with the co-op at the U8 level with Spring Lake Park. Summer Academy made some 
adjustments to spread out the high number of participants, and only accepting Blaine or SLP co-ops 
kids. Recruitment and retention is going well, partially due to equipment vouchers for new incoming 
players and a one-time flat fee for Mites/Cubs/U8’s, all player numbers are up. He plans to work on 
recruiting Cubs and Girls to the program. 
 



Boys Traveling Director:  Jamie Chester reported about the year, starting with help from the BHS 
players and coaches to set up pre-skates before tryouts, and noting the Brodzinski shooting clinic was 
added to the seasons training. Blueline Buddies was a success again this year, this was the first year a 
BHS player was has participated in both sides of the program. The “faces in time” keepsake of 
progression photos were given to players aging-out of BYHA. Set up Fogerty South dasher boards to 
advertise for our pull-tab sites; he asked that members continue to thank our sites on receipts when 
dining. He’ll be working to install new BYHA artwork for Super Rink 7 and both Fogerty rinks. The board 
approved helping pay for new floor matting at Fogerty in exchange for lesser ice bills. Chris Carroll will 
be part of the head coach interviewing and hiring process next season. 
 
Girls Traveling Director:  Kraig Stumo reported that he has served on the board for 10 years, 5 years 
as the Mite Director and 5 years as the Girls Director; his term is up and he will not be running again 
but will continue to help BYHA where needed. He thanked the coaches, managers, Nancy Manthis and 
Suzanne Slawson for all their work throughout the season. Surveys have gone out and he is going over 
results to give feedback to coaches. The girls teams did very well during the season and it showed in 
the rankings and tournament play at the end of the year. The girls Skate with the Bengals and Blueline 
Buddies programs went well again this year. There were 70 Blaine girls and 4 goalies this season. The 
co-op has one more year, with decisions to be made in the coming season. He communicated with the 
Girls BHS program to give projection numbers for their future program. 
 
Secretary:  Fred Hendrickson explained his role is to keep records for the board through meeting 
minutes and tracking motions made throughout the year. He is very involved with traveling tryouts, 
tracking information in a high intensity environment. He is the point person for managers at in-house 
and traveling levels and holds their annual meetings in the fall. He oversees the volunteer and SKATE 
programs. He recognized Lindsay Axelrod as the new coordinator for the season and thanked Jessica 
Villa and the team coordinators for making this year’s SKATE program a huge success. He has 
assisted Kraig with the girls program this season as well. 
 
Treasurer:  Chuck Taylor thanked everyone involved with the financials for all they do. He reported 
how we spend Charitable Gambling contributions, a major highlight it gave this year is the opportunity 
to pay off Schwan Rink 7. He and Brian Bunes accomplished setting a flat registration fee in the Mites 
and Cubs programs. There was $16,500 filed in bad debt this year, down from last year. This year we 
spent $522,000 in ice, $111,000 on tournaments and $90,000 on training. Chuck also went over our 
profit and loss statement and explained where it is located on the website. 
 
Vice President:  Brian Hauck thanked the coaches and managers for all their time invested into the 
BYHA program. He thanked Kraig Stumo for his years of service. He spoke about improvements made 
at Fogerty Arena: new doors, wi-fi system, new matting and the BYHA meeting room. Evaluations have 
been distributed to all groups and feedback is being carefully reviewed.  
 
President:  Gretchen Severin noted her term will come to an end in 2017 and she will not be running 
again. She explained how she is the liaison between BYHA and District 10, as well as any disciplinary 
issues that may arise with BYHA members through District 10. She has helped developed a good 
relationship with District 10 where they allow us to handle issues internally. She oversees the BYHA 
operations, deals with complaints, and attends District 10 meetings. She talked about BYHA players, 
coaches and parents running smoothly. She will again host the District 10 Presidential meetings. She 
thanked the board for their hard work, Suzanne Slawson and her team for doing such a great job with 



charitable gambling, and Nancy Manthis for everything she does to keep BYHA in good standing. She 
thanks Lindsay Axelrod for her work on the web site and Jessica Villa for all her work with the SKATE 
program and keeping player Education in focus. 
 
Jr. Gold:  The Ice Dog U16 Blue team took 2nd place in the state tournament and coaches Tom 
Drescher and John Martin were recognized for their work this year. 
 
Blaine High School Boys Hockey:  Head coach Chris Carroll thanked the board, coaches, and 
parents for all their support of the youth players. He spoke about the collaboration his program has with 
BYHA.  
 
Gretchen explained the bylaws in which BYHA board members are elected and the process that will 
take place tonight. She explained that Brad Meehan’s position will be filled by appointment of the board 
and will not be up for election until his term is complete in 2017. 
 
Motion made (Meehan), second (Hauck) to open the nominations.  Motion carried.  
 
Nominations made for: Brett Quinn, Jamie Chester, Brian Bunes, Mike Brodzinski (declined), Jeff 
Sculthorp 
 
Motion made (Taylor), seconded (Hendrickson) to close nominations.  Motion carried.  
 
Speeches from the candidates were heard in reverse order. Brett Quinn, Jamie Chester and Brian 
Bunes were elected to the board.  
 
Open Forum: Discussion was held on how coaches are selected.  
 
Motion made (Hendrickson), seconded (Hauck) to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried and the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:56 pm. 


