
 

STEPS TO LIVESTREAM GAMES 

 

 

EQUIPMENT 

1) Camera: By far the easiest device to use is an iPhone. The camera quality is excellent and its wide 

angle is very suitable for filming hockey. iPads work almost as well as an iPhone but typically the 

camera is not as good. You can also use an android device but, depending on how sophisticated 

you want to get, there are limitations. 

2) Tripod: This is also essential. It is very tiresome as a viewer to watch video without a tripod. A 

tripod with a fluid head is advisable as panning the camera back and forth as the puck moves 

across the ice will be much smoother.  

3) Camera mount: You will need this to attach your camera to the tripod 

 

TECHNIQUE 

1. Position the camera in landscape mode (sideways). It is the orientation of the ice and will be much 

easier to view. 

2. Zoom the camera so you can fit about 1/3 of the ice in the screen. Ideally you want to fit an entire 

offensive/defensive zone in the screen including both the far and near boards. 

3. Pan the camera to follow the puck. Although the less movement the better (because it will take 

less data to transmit which is critical when data bandwidth is limited), following the puck at the 

same speed will allow the viewer to better understand where the puck is. 

 

DATA ACCESS/BANDWIDTH 

This is the Achilles heel of livestreaming. Most ice arenas are encased in solid concrete making getting 

good broadband (4G/5G) data speeds challenging. If at all possible, join and test any available wifi 

connection(s). Sometimes it is accessible and good. Other times, not so much. In general, if your UPLOAD 

speeds are over around 3 Mbps, you should be able to livestream.  

 

Thankfully, PCMC has allowed PC Ice Miners to access their wifi. This is a privilege so please be respectful 

of their graciousness and keep the following access information confidential for filming only: 

 

WIFI Router Name: ACECPOWDER 

WIFI password: 123dairyfree 

 

LIVESTREAMING PLATFORMS 

There are a number of livestreaming platforms to choose from. I would recommend testing a few of them 

in advance to decide which works best for you and your team members.  Here are a few 

recommendations: 

 

1. Twitch: This is my platform of choice. Used mostly by gamers, it is known as having the best 

streaming technology with the least amount of lag, particularly with slow connections. 

Additionally, to view Twitch livestreams you do not need to download the app or create an 

account if setup properly.  

To film with Twitch: 

a. Download the app and create a free account 

b. Click on the top left account icon 

c. Select a category (i.e. “Sports”) 

d. Click “Start Stream” 

e. Rotate your phone/tablet and put it on the tripod 



Know that sometimes with slow connections it goes black and/or only the audio is available. With 

similar speeds on other platforms, including Facebook, your video will likely end altogether.  

2. Periscope: Similar to Twitch, Periscope is a very stable livestreaming platform. The instructions are 

virtually similar to Twitch above. Click on the red icon at the bottom of the screen and follow the 

onscreen instructions. 

3. Facebook Live: The good of this is that most people are on Facebook (but not everyone). Also, 

filming is very easy as follows: 

a. Open the Facebook App on your phone. 

b. Click on the “Live” button at the top. 

c. TURN THE PHONE SIDEWAYS and put it on the tripod. 

d. Click the blue “Start Live Video” button on the right. Note that if you don’t turn the phone 

sideways before hitting that button, your video will display sideways on viewer screens. 

The bad of Facebook is that you need to have an account (which not everyone has) and the video 

quality is not as good as other platforms. Additionally, Facebook has minimum data speeds that if 

not available will not allow you to livestream.   Park City Ice Miners Facebook Group page to live-

stream to: 2020-21 PC Ice Miners 

 

Most livestream platforms have a built-in chat function. USE THE CHAT FUNCTION TO UPDATE 

VIEWERS OF THE SCORE AND PERIOD. That basic information gives the viewer enough context to be 

engage in the game. Alternatively, you can occasionally pan the camera over to the scoreboard or hold up 

someone else’s phone to the camera with the score on it.  Or, even better, channel your inner Pierre 

McGuire and do the play by play. The handful of times we have done that was well received in helping the 

viewer understand what is going on. 

 

 

ADVANCED CLASS 

If you are like me and ask, “Why can’t we just put a scoreboard on the screen?” a few hours or research 

will likely lead you to the industry favorite (for iPhones/iPads only) 

 

ScoreCam. Although this app costs $20/year, it is well worth it. 

 

This app is largely a camera app that has a few other really cool features: 

1. It has a built-in scoreboard function, specific for a handful of sports. For hockey, the longboard 

(clock) style that allows you to track the score, shots on goal, the period, and the time remaining. 

2. You can download the free ScoreCam remote app to use on a different ios device that when 

connected to the filming ios device can remotely control the scoreboard on the screen. Very 

helpful! 

3. In addition to saving the entire video in HD on your ios device, you can also livestream to any of 

the above platforms (and a few others). If after reading the help instructions on how to set it up 

you cannot figure it out, please reach out and I can help. In advance, I have had hours of 

frustration in setting this up for Facebook livestreaming despite a handful of successful streams.  

4. Lastly, and maybe the coolest feature, there is a “Highlight Capture” feature that, when pressed, 

will save the last X seconds (configurable) as its own video clip. So if you just saw a great slapshot 

from the blue line, you click on the button after the shot and it records the last x seconds (I set it 

to 10 or 15 seconds). You can then send those clips to the players/families. 

 

Despite being on Android for many years, I never found an equivalent easy to use scoreboard video 

overlay app.  

 

The above is far from all of the options to livestream games. If you have different opinions, solutions, or 

just want to talk, particularly regarding a more universal platform to livestream games to, feel free to 

contact me. 

Andy Cusimano 

andycusimano@gmail.com 

435.901.1615 
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