
 

NMAHA EMERGENCY BOARD MEETING 

November 24, 2008 
 

Board Members in Attendance: Nickay Manning, Laurie Coleman, Tim Short, Asa 

Paschall, Rob Axtell, and Steve Sboda 

 

The meeting was called to order to address the issues which arose at Friday night’s high 

school game at Blades between Cibola and Rio Rancho. 

 

Kelly Colyer addressed the Board and described the on-ice problems which occurred 

during the game between the players.  The referees are still determining the appropriate 

penalties and discipline for the players involved in Friday night's disturbance. 

  

The Board members were advised of the occurrence at the high school game by Asa 

Paschall and Tim Short.  In addition, Steve Sboda described additional events which 

occurred during a game on Saturday night at Blades. 

 

Upon hearing of the issues, the Board voted to approve several approaches to attempt to 

prevent a reoccurrence of the events from Friday and Saturday nights.  They are as 

follows: 

  

1.  Blades will have a recorded announcement at the beginning of all games to let all in 

attendance know of the zero tolerance policy.  The board will talk to the referees to see if 

we can work out a way to "interrupt" the game if there are ongoing problems with parents 

during a game to allow another recorded announcement to come over the speakers 

reminding everyone of the need to follow the zero tolerance policy. 

  

2.  Blades will have a list of people at the front desk who are authorized to request 

spectators who are not following the zero tolerance policy to leave the building.  These 

listed people, including board members and other volunteers, will then have the authority 

when asked by the police (or challenged by the violators) to have the person(s) escorted 

out of the building by the police. 

  

3.  Letters will be sent to four high school parents involved in the Friday events, advising 

them that they will be required to miss one game at Blades as a result of their refusal to 

follow the zero tolerance policy.  Nickay will draft the letter and Tim, as VP of HS, will 

send it out.  This will be a form letter that can be used for future instances if any occur. 

  

4.  All families must send one parent to a special training session to be held in early 

December and put on by Michael Schwartz, the regional ACE director.  The parent 

attending will be required to sign a form acknowledging attendance and acknowledging 

the penalties which will be imposed if they don't follow the zero tolerance policy.  The 

parent will also have to agree to be responsible for other spectators they bring to any 

games, including their spouses.  Tim will be contacting Michael Schwartz to get dates for 

hopefully three meetings to be held during some of our practice times.  Each participant 
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need only attend one meeting.  Nickay will work on a form before the training sessions, 

which the parents will need to sign, and send it out to the board for comment before hand. 

  

5.  A coaches meeting will be held when Asa can set it up with the coaches.  The goal is 

to get the coaches to enforce the zero tolerance policy with the parents, as well as the 

players.  One idea is to give the coaches the authority, if they will agree to use it, to ban a 

parent for three games if they engage in misconduct in violation of the zero tolerance 

policy. 

 

 

 


