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The Eden Prairie Boys Basketball Association places a great emphasis on providing 
our players with an experience that balances learning, fun and an opportunity to play 
basketball with friends from grades K-12. The following best practices help to 
balance friendship with fair and balanced teams.  

For in-house teams at all grade levels:  

To balance out the teams, we attempt to put the top 5-10 players on different teams.  

In addition, at the risk of making things too complicated, we follow 2 guidelines for 
friend requests:  

1) If you want to ensure your son ends up on a team with his friend, you and his 
friend's parent should sign up to coach together. 
2) Beyond that we will TRY to honor one MUTUAL friend request per player.  

Chain friend requests are a problem, and aren’t accommodated in most associations. 
This is our approach:  

• We will do our best to honor as many requests as possible in grades K-2, as 
long as it doesn’t result in obviously unbalanced teams.  

o However, there are a large number of new players every year, so the 
uncertainty is great, skill level is variable and developing.  

• Starting in Grade 3 when players are evaluated, and the coaches are drafting 
players ... we will use the evaluation result, the coach roster and the Mutual 
friend requests to guide team selection.  

• In grades 9-12, when travel players are playing in-house, we will attempt to 
distribute the top 10 players on different teams.  

In Grades 3-8:  

If you don't show up to the evaluations, your friend request is a lower priority.  

In Grades 3-12:  

When the number of players per team is not equal, the extra players go to the teams 
with the highest score at the end of the last full round. The goal of the draft is to even 
out the teams.  

• For example, the teams that have the highest scores following the 8th round 
get 9th players. This is the most logical way to handle the "9th players" given 
the principle of team balance.  


