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MASS CUP 2018 
Tournament Code of Conduct 

 

The MASS CUP 2018 tournament is a family-friendly event established for our young players to enjoy the game of soccer.  As 
tournament organizers, participating coaches, officials, parents/guardians, supporters and spectators; we are all responsible for 
creating a safe, enjoyable and competitive atmosphere.   Furthermore, we want to ensure that games are fair, positive and 
enjoyable experiences for all of the children and adults involved.   A soccer game should be friendly and unifying - a spirited 
social and athletic occasion for players, coaches, officials and spectators.  Therefore, in order to assure understanding, 
acceptance and adherence to these responsibilities, the Tournament Code of Conduct has been established.  All coaches submitting 
a team for competition in MASS CUP 2018 must confirm their acceptance by signing and returning this Tournament Code of 
Conduct with their Tournament Check-In documents.  A minimum of 1 coach per team MUST acknowledge and sign the 
Tournament Code of Conduct in order to have their team accepted for tournament play. 
 

Role of the Team Coach 
       As representatives of their respective organizations, all coaches are expected to conduct themselves in a professional, cooperative and 

responsible manner throughout the tournament.  Further, coaches shall ensure the highest standards of conduct for their players, and 
supporters are exhibited throughout the tournament.  The following are the tournament’s expectations of the coach as stipulated by 
the Massachusetts Youth Soccer Association Coach Code of Conduct: 
 

1. Before, during and after the game, be an example of dignity, patience and positive spirit. 
2. Before a game, introduce yourself to the opposing coach and to the referee. 
3. During the game, you are responsible for the sportsmanship of your players. If one of your players is disrespectful, 

irresponsible or overly aggressive, take the player out of the game at least long enough for him/her to calm down. 
4. During the game, you are also responsible for the conduct of the parents of your players.  
5. Encourage them to applaud and cheer for good plays by either team.  Discourage them from yelling at players and 

the referee. 
6. During the game, you are responsible for the conduct of spectators rooting for your team. 
7. During the game, do not address the referee at all. If you have a small issue, discuss it with tournament 

organizers. 
8. If you have a major complaint, or if you think the referee was unfair, biased, unfit or incompetent, report your opinion to 

the tournament organizers.  
9. After the game, thank the referee and ask your players to do the same. 
 

Coach, Player and Spectator/Supporter Conduct 
Game officials (referees, assistant referees) are put in place to maintain order and facilitate the games in accordance with FIFA 
Laws of the Game with unique interpretation and exceptions for this tournament. Tewksbury Youth Soccer empowers the game 
officials to eject any coach, player or spectator that exhibits behavior contrary to the Tournament Code of Conduct. Examples of 
inappropriate behavior include but are not limited to: 
 

1. Harassment of game officials 
2. Unsportsmanlike behavior towards players, coaches, game officials, tournament organizers or spectators/supporters 
3. Use of vulgar, derogatory, intimidating or profane language 
4. Entering the field of play without being recognized by the game official 
5. Encouraging violent play 
6. Inciting crowds 
7. Any subversive behavior aimed at undermining the spirit, intent, purpose and mission of the MASS CUP 2018. 
I have read and understand the MASS CUP 2018 Tournament Code of Conduct.  By signing this acknowledgement I agree 
to abide by the Tournament Code of Conduct and be bound to all expectations as detailed herein. 
 

Acknowledged and Accepted: 
 
 

Signature 
Print Name: 
 
Team Name: 
 
Date: 
 

 


