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TO:   Affiliate CHC Presidents 
FROM: Jarry Rasmussen, CHC President 
Topic:  Mite Hockey  
Date:  November 27, 2015  
 
This is a summary of what was discussed at our November monthly meeting last week concerning Mites 
especially in regards to cross-ice. 
 
From the inception of the Mite cross ice program, CHC has been a forerunner, even before the rules were put in 
place by USA Hockey.  Each year we would continue to move closer to the rules in place while recognizing 
certain specific local market expectations that were being set.  Along with our fellow affiliates in the 
Massachusetts District, we have historically requested together, and been granted, certain exceptions by USA 
Hockey for certain components of the rules, most notably the number of full ice games Mites were allowed to 
play. 
 
This partnership between the New England District and specifically the Connecticut Hockey Conference and 
Massachusetts Hockey has been positive as there was a degree of consistency throughout most of New England, 
even though a vast majority of the country had done away with full-ice mite hockey of any type. With the vote 
earlier this month that Massachusetts will no longer request an exception to the cross-ice rule, it is very clear to 
me that we at CHC will no longer be granted full-ice games after the 2015-2016 season. 
 
The current exception of up of 8 full ice games after December 25, and one tournament (5 game maximum) will 
be allowed this year. No 6 year olds are allowed to play full ice. With the conclusion of the 2015-2016 season, 
there will no longer by any full-ice games permitted. 
 
Reports have been coming in that some organizations are currently running full ice games.  As I stated at the 
November meeting cross-ice or non-full ice is defined by an ice surface no longer than 100 feet.    
 
I reminded everyone at the meeting that if your organization does in fact play a game that exceeds this 100 feet 
rule, or do not follow the USA Hockey rules for Mites cross ice, I have been informed that the contest will not 
be a USA Hockey sanctioned event and therefore insurance for players, coaches, officers, directors, 
administrators and officials of that game will not be in effect. So unless your organization has purchased an 
additional supplemental policy specifically covering these events, you and your organization are probably 
skating with no insurance coverage.  
 
In addition, I stated that I would discuss via conference call with the Executive Board my feeling on this matter 
and set in place what would be done in the event a program or programs still proceed to not follow the USA 
Hockey Cross-Ice rules. We have, in fact, had this call and it has been agreed upon that the CHC will in fact 
consider implementing various sanctions on a program or programs depending on the circumstances as follows: 
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 Suspension of coaches and officials that were involved with the game(s) in question for a duration to 
be dictated after a hearing is held. 

 The suspension of the Mite team(s) from participating in the State tournament. 
 The suspension of all teams in that offending organization(s) from their various State Tournaments 

which will include all Squirt, Pee-Wee, Bantam and Girls programs for that season. 
 
In addition, it is the home team’s responsibility to have facilities and rules in place to confirm the USA Hockey 
rules on cross-ice hockey.   

 
 If you should have any questions, I will be more than happy to discuss this in further detail with any of the 
CHC affiliate Presidents for further clarification.   
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