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In Massachusetts, middle 

school-aged players have 

no shortage of lacrosse 

options. The Mass Bay Girls 

Lacrosse League is home to 

more than 50 towns, 250 

teams and 4,000 players. 

This year, it added 

Newton, a town program 

just outside of Boston. 

Christine Habermann, 

executive director of the 

MBGLL, has an idea of what 

prompted the switch.

“We go back to our 

mission statement all the 

time, and it’s very similar to 

the one at US Lacrosse,” 

Habermann said. “We 

want the girls to have fun, 

but also learn the skills of 

lacrosse. That’s present in 

everything we do.”

That theme also surfaced 

when Fran Yerardi, who 

helped coach his daughter 

and her friends at Newton, 

explained what they 

accomplished this year.

As Yerardi explained it, 

the girls simply weren’t 

having fun. It wasn’t that 

they weren’t enjoying 

playing lacrosse — quite 

the opposite, in fact. It was 

more that adults were taking 

away from the enjoyment, 

making it feel like an 

obligation.

So as the summer of 

2018 rolled around, they 

debated what would come 

next. They also had an idea: 

Why not make their own 

team and enter Mass Bay?

It was a leap of faith 

into something unknown, 

at least in an organized 

sports setting away from 

the sandlot or schoolyard 

— a collection of middle-

schoolers creating a team 

on their own terms.

“The adults were making 
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it too adult-centric,” Yerardi 

said. “The kids just wanted 

to have fun; they love 

lacrosse and wanted to play 

their games. So they owned 

the process and wanted 

to create that change for 

themselves.”

Newton Select, 

participating in an MBGLL 

tier that brings together 

the best teams in the state 

with divisions, standings and 

playoffs, didn’t just compete. 

It won the whole thing.

“It shows the girls they 

can make a difference,” 

Habermann said. “There was 

no precedent for something 

like this.”

How did a group of 12- 

and 13-year-olds accomplish 

such a feat? It turns out 

there’s quite the list.

They developed a website, 

designed uniforms, recruited 

coaches and rallied girls 

from around Newton to form 

teams. To fi nd coaches, 

they went to a fi eld in South 

Boston where top women’s 

players in Massachusetts 

play pick-up and passed out 

fl yers. They reached out to 

local parks and recreation 

offi cials to secure fi eld 

space and practice time. 

They even adopted new 

training habits, working 

with a former U.S. Marine 

drill sergeant at a nearby 

gym.

They practiced with 

tennis balls, used 

watermelons as targets 

and learned to catch and 

throw one-handed.

“Going to the US 

Lacrosse development 

model where it’s more 

focused on not coaching 

it to death, enjoying it 

more, loving the game 

— that was big,” Yerardi 

said. “Playing lacrosse 

for the fun made the 

experience awesome. And 

the kids controlling their 

own destiny, that made it 

enjoyable.”

Several Newton players 

left early from a school 

trip in Washington, D.C., 

to make the MBGLL 

playoffs. A championship 

wasn’t their goal, of 

IT SHOWS THE GIRLS THEY CAN MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE. THERE WAS NO PRECEDENT 

FOR SOMETHING LIKE THIS.”
— Christine Habermann, executive director of the MBGLL

MAINE
Freeport High School hosted 
a memorial benefi t game 
in honor of late lacrosse 
player Steel Crawford, who 
drowned after jumping from 
a rope swing at Salmon Falls 
in August. More than 100 
players participated and more 
than 1,000 people attended 
the event, according to a Press 
Herald report. It raised more 
than $18,000 to support the 
Crawford family fi nancially. 
Crawford’s close friend, Ryan 
Baker, organized the event and 
GoFundMe campaign.

MASSACHUSETTS
The Eastern Massachusetts 
chapter held its annual Hall 
of Fame banquet June 29 in 
conjunction with a Boston 
Cannons game. The inductees: 
Stacey Freda, Brian Vona, Sue 
Paul, Bill Edell, Max Quinzani, 
Jack Diatelevi, Terri Riggs and 
Jim Murphy.

RHODE ISLAND
Flare Lacrosse Club is a youth 
club program in Rhode Island 
and the only club for girls that 
operates solely in the state. 
It’s designed “for women, 
by women,” dedicated to 
supporting the whole female 
athlete and developing strong, 
confi dent women as the future 
of the sport. The club is run 
entirely by female coaches 
and support staff, who offer 
role models and provide great 
examples of female leadership.
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course. They just wanted 

to take back control of 

their relationship with 

lacrosse, getting back to 

playing for enjoyment’s 

sake.

“The girls couldn’t have 

cared less about the 

championship when it was 

all done,” Yerardi said. 

“It was more about being 

with their friends, being 

with their team. They were 

so tight and did so much 

together, not wanting to 

let their friends down. I’d 

never seen a team gel 

together so much, so 

quickly.” USL
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