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NOTE: This section is provided to coaches to understand what to do when 
scheduled umpires do not show up at a game. 

What to do if an Umpire is a No-Show 

Zeeland Little League attempts to schedule at least 1 umpire at every game. The Majors, 
50/70, and Juniors Divisions are given priority to having 2 umpires at games when 
possible. If umpires do not show up within 10 minutes prior to your game, stay calm and 
follow these steps: 

1. The umpire(s), and his/her contact information, that is scheduled for your game 
can be found on your team schedule on the ZLL website.  

i. If none of your scheduled umpires shows up for the game, continue with 
steps 2 – 7 

ii. If you are scheduled to have 2 umpires, but only 1 shows up, that umpire 
will be the home plate umpire. You can either follow steps 2 – 7 to attempt 
to find a 2nd umpire, or the coaches may ask parents to volunteer to be the 
field umpire. All games may still be played with only 1 umpire. 

2. Call the umpire(s) that is scheduled for your game to see if they are coming. If 
there is no answer, leave a polite voicemail including your name and number and 
indicate you are looking for the umpire for your game. 

i. If you are able to make contact with your umpire and verify his/her arrival, 
please wait patiently for the umpire to start the game as close to the 
original game time as possible. 

3. If you are unable to contact your umpire, or your umpire tells you he/she will not 
make the game in a reasonable amount of time, call the ZLL staff listed below in 
order until you make contact: 

4. The ZLL staff will attempt to find at least one umpire for your game. Coaches are 
encouraged to check the other fields (when playing at a park with multiple fields) 
to see if any games have multiple umpires schedules. If so, an umpire may move 
to a game with no umpires to ensure 1 umpire is at each game. If you are able to 
find an umpire from another game, contact the ZLL staff you spoke with earlier to 
let him/her know. You can also check for the Pool Umpire

5. In all cases where a scheduled umpire does not show, please call the ZLL staff 
listed below in order until you make contact. The ZLL Board will investigate and 
handle situations of umpire absences internally. 

ZLL Umpire Commissioner Staff 

 Umpire in Chief - Gary Brower – 616-566-2648 
 ZLL President - Brandon LaRosa – 616-403-5754 
 Vice President of Baseball - Matt Hughes  – 616-340-8142 
 Vice President of Softball - Shy Devries – 616-283-6547 

  


