
 
 

Parents, it is difficult to turn the calendar over to April with so much uncertainty over the Little League 

season. It is our hope and mission that we are able to play ball as soon as it is safe to do so. The Zeeland 

Recreation department along with our ZLL Board have talked over the last week to put together as many 

contingency plans as possible. We tried our best to answer as many questions as we can, however, there 

are many questions that remain. Below is a summary of how ZLL is approaching this circumstance: 

When will the Little League season start? 

Giving a specific date would be irresponsible given the fluidness of the situation with this disease. We 

will allow teams to begin practice when it is safe to do so. We will follow guidelines from Ottawa County 

health officials, government officials, and Little League International. With that being said, our hope is 

to start practices May 11 at the earliest. This falls in line with the other District 9 Little Leagues, along 

with the Little League International recommendation to suspend activities until May 11. We will 

continue to talk as a Board to determine the practicality of that date. In following the guidelines 

mentioned earlier, we want to be flexible in the start of the season, which at the latest could be June 

15. With a June 15 start, we could still fit in a normal amount of games through the Summer and end the 

season at the end of July with the potential to play the first week of August as well. 

To summarize, the ZLL Season could start anywhere between May 11 and June 15. The season will end 

anywhere between July 15 – July 31 (with the potential to play the first week of August). 

 

The proposed schedule will not work with my family, so how do I get a credit? 

We understand the impact that this virus has taken on many families. The proposed schedule is not 

what everyone signed up for, and Zeeland Rec will issue credits for families that cannot make that work. 

To officially be unenrolled from Little League and receive a credit on your account, please fill out the 

form here: http://assn.la/UserForm.asp?RegID=201127&org=zeelandlittleleague.com. If you have 

multiple children that need to be unenrolled, please fill out the form for each child. This availability 

will last until April 30. 

Due to the complexity of this, and limited resources due to building closures, this will be the best way 

for us to manage and process this information. Please do not email your request to a ZLL Board Member 

or Zeeland Recreation staff. If you need assistance, please call me at 616-403-5754 and I can help you! 

 

Our family has something else going on this summer that would cause our child to miss a 

portion of the season, but can we still play? 

YES! We are not holding anyone to any kind of attendance requirement. It is up to each family 

to determine what is best for them. If you stay enrolled in the program, then please participate  
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as much as you are able. If you know ahead of time you will miss some games, we just ask that 

you notify your coach once the schedule is determined. We have a sub policy in place to allow 

kids from other teams to play when a team is missing their own players. 

 

What will the schedule be, and how late will the season go? 

It is our hope to play the full amount of games we originally scheduled for each division this 

season. That may mean having less practices, more weekend games, and more teams playing 3 

games per week. The longer we are delayed, the more games and practices will be moved or 

cancelled. As soon as we have a start date that is more concrete, we will have a schedule 

released shortly thereafter. The season will end in mid-July at the earliest, and could last 

through the month of July. We will evaluate whether we can play in early August should that 

need arise by coordinating with other Zeeland Recreation Fall sports to make sure we are not 

impeding their schedule. 

Ultimately, if it is determined we will not be able to play by June 15, then a true Little League 

season will not be able to happen. We will have more information about that should that 

become a reality. I will mention that our Board has already began discussing what we can do in 

July should Little League be cancelled. 

 

I know someone whose season was cancelled; can they sign up for ZLL now? 

YES! As we offer the credits to families currently enrolled, we will also reopen the waitlist 

through Zeeland Recreation for those hoping to play but are not enrolled. We will evaluate the 

waitlist along with the amount of kids that unenrolled to allow as many kids to play as possible. 

More information on the waitlist will come at a later time. 

 

Will my kids’ team still be the same, or are rosters changing? 

This will depend on the amount of families that decide to drop from ZLL, along with the amount 

of kids that are on the waitlist. We will evaluate rosters again at the end of April to determine 

the best course of action. We also must be mindful of coaches that request to leave, and the 

potential to need additional coaches. At the end of the day, we just want the kids to PLAY! 

 



 
 

 

What is the status of post-season play, such as the D9 Tournament and All-Stars? 

There are still a lot of unknowns regarding this subject. Little League International has stated 

they will be making adjustments on their All-Star eligibility requirements, along with the dates 

of all the various tournaments. As of now, however, there has been no official announcement 

with any details. We will pass along information as we receive it, but those things are ultimately 

out of our control. You can stay up to date on that news here: 
https://www.littleleague.org/player-safety/coronavirus-update/ 

 

I sincerely hope that you and your family remains healthy and safe through this time. So much has 

changed over these last few weeks, and that can take a toll on everyone in so many different ways. I 

know many kids (and parents) are missing the game and can’t wait to get onto the field again. I share in 

that feeling as well! I am thankful for this great community, and can’t imagine a better group of people 

to go through these trying times with. I look forward to the day we can finally play ball! 

 

Brandon LaRosa 

ZLL President 

616-403-5754 
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