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Dear Simsbury Youth Football and Cheer Families, 

Each year the parent and community volunteers that that make up our program’s Board of Directors evaluate 

numerous aspects of our program in order to provide the best possible football and cheer experience for our 

children.  These volunteers evaluate safety programs and procedures, practice and game field locations, coaching 

applicants and training, and equipment and uniforms, to name just a few.  One of the most important evaluations 

completed annually is a review of the Conference in which our teams compete.   

As most of you know, for the past three years Simsbury Youth Football and Cheer has competed in the Shoreline 

Youth Football Conference.  This conference has grade based divisions with a combined 2nd/3rd grade team and 

individual teams from 4th through 8th grade.  While our program has enjoyed a good relationship with “Shoreline”, 

we feel that it is in the best interest of our children, families, program, and community to join a new conference for 

the upcoming football season. 

Why did we decide to move to a new conference now?  The most basic answer is that, due to the declining number 

of students in Simsbury, we feel that it will be challenging to continue to support one team at each grade level as we 

move into the future.  Many of you may have read a recent study commissioned by the Simsbury School District 

which calculates/projects that the enrollment in Simsbury schools in grades K through 6 will drop by nearly 30% 

from 2009 through 2019 (a loss of approximately 660 students during this period).  To further support these facts, it 

has been reported that Simsbury will be closing one of its elementary schools in the coming years.    

In order to continue to provide the best possible football and cheer experience for our program participants and our 

families, the Board has decided to move the program to a conference with an age based approach to team divisions.  

This is similar to the approach taken by Little League baseball and other youth sports, where athletes of the same 

age compete together, regardless of grade.  For the upcoming 2015 (and future) football seasons, the Trojans will be 

playing in the Connecticut Youth Football League (CTYFL).  This league, which emphasizes participant wellbeing 

and safety first, is well established and has been in existence for over 43 years.  The league has four divisions (for 

football and cheer), designated A, B, C, and Mighty Mites (MM).  While age based, the division breakdown is 

typically: A Team = 8th grade and older 7th graders; B Team = 6th and 7th grade; C Team = 4th and 5th grade, and 

MM = 2nd and 3rd grade.  The reduction from six to four football teams within our program should lead to larger, 

and what we considered safer, team sizes.    

Along with being able to provide full teams for all of our players and cheerleaders, other significant benefits will be 

realized by joining CTYFL.  While Shoreline continues to add larger and more “football-centered” towns (by next 

year eight additional teams will have been added to Shoreline since our program joined the league), the CTYFL is 

constituted of towns similar in size and football “mindset” to our program.  The programs that constitute the 

CTYFL include: Canton/Avon/Burlington, New Hartford, Wethersfield, Rocky Hill, Bloomfield, Windsor, South 

Windsor, Vernon, Durham/Middlefield, Berlin, East Hartford, East Hampton, and Haddam/Killingworth.  It is 

worth noting that the majority of the CTYFL teams are located significantly closer to Simsbury that the Shoreline 

towns.  We do want to point out that the CTYFL is a competitive travel youth football league and teaches/plays 

football at a very proficient level.    

 



Additionally, the CTYFL endeavors to schedule all games for teams from competing programs at a single location 

on the same day.  That means, when possible, all four Simsbury teams will be playing at a single location (home or 

away) each game day.  Additionally, the game times for each division are set in the CTYFL bylaws.  We 

understand, and appreciate, the effort made in the past by many of our families with multiple football players and/or 

cheerleaders to attend games at different locations on the same day and hope our move to the CTYFL will alleviate 

some of the stress on these families. 

In summary, the volunteers that make up the Board of Directors believe that a move to the CTYFL will enhance the 

enjoyment of youth football and cheerleading in our community for this year and into the future.  We hope you will 

share this information with our Trojan family members and also among the community at-large as we continue to 

invite new families to join our Trojan family.   

As always, we would like to hear any questions or feedback that you might have.  Please feel free to leave us a 

message on our website under the feedback tab, or contact any of the board members listed on our website at 

www.simsburyyouthfootball.com. 

Stay safe and we’ll see you in August for another fun and successful football/cheer season. 

 

- The Volunteers that make up your Simsbury Youth Football and Cheer Board of Directors 


