
Catholic Youth Athletics Code of Conduct 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 

All who are involved in CTK Athletics are expected to conduct themselves as examples of 

Christian behavior.  This is essential and expected as a witness to the mission of the ministry 

of CTK Athletic, both on the field of play and away from it.  The conduct of coaches and 

players in practices and in competitions has a powerful impact on the conduct of parents and 

fans, the love of the sport, and the reputation of the Catholic faith community.  This Code of 

Conduct extends to all events or activities sanctioned or sponsored by CTK Athletics; including 

but not limited to meetings, games, practices, travel to and from events, attendance at 

another team’s game, camps, players’ clinics, officials’ clinics, and during other related 

activities. Any violations of this Code of Conduct will be subject to disciplinary action as 

deemed appropriate by the CTK Athletic Commission leadership, and/or league leadership. 
 

         Code of Conduct (Charter Section 8.0) 
 
 

Spirit of CTK Athletics. 
 

(a)        Treat everyone with respect and love according to the Great Commandments: 

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 

your mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment.  The second is like it: You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.  The whole law and the prophets depend on 

these two commandments.” Matt. 22:37-40 
 

(b)        Demonstrate good sportsmanship, patience, manners and an attitude 

indicative of the spirit and mission of the Catholic Church. 
 

Adherence to Laws, Rules and Policies. 
 

(a)        Catholic canon law and Archdiocesan laws and policies including, but not 

limited to, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Decree on Child Protection. 
 

(b)        Federal, state, and local laws and ordinances. 
 

(c)        The mission, goals, principles, and policies of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

Charter on Catholic Youth Athletics, CTK Athletic Commission By-Laws and leagues. 
 
 
 

Specific Violations. 
 

(a)        Eligibility:  Violation of the eligibility policies of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 

Catholic Youth Athletics Charter and Christ The King Athletic Commission By-Laws, 

including using an ineligible player (see eligibility policies below). 
 



(b)        Recruiting: No recruiting for athletic purposes or to enhance a team’s 

competitive advantage is permitted. 
 

(c)        Leaving the field of play:  No team may leave the field, floor, game or 

tournament because of dissatisfaction with the officials, or their decisions. 
 

(d)        Losing control:  Coaches are expected to control their own conduct and the 

conduct of their players and report to the league and Commission instances where 

opponents, officials, parents, or fans have failed to control their own conduct. 
 

(e)        Running up the score:  It is not permitted to humiliate an opposing team by 

playing in such a way so as to intentionally run up the score after the outcome of the 

game is no longer in question. 
 

(f)         Inappropriate communication and behavior:  The use of inappropriate, 

insulting, disrespectful, bullying and demeaning language or behavior before, during 

or after meetings, practices or games by players, coaches, officials, parents, fans, site 

personnel, volunteers, or others involved in any parish athletics program is 

prohibited. Also prohibited are physical intimidation and the use of profane, vulgar, 

abusive or sexually-oriented language, in oral, written or electronic forms of 

communication (such as texting or email), by players, coaches, officials, parents, site 

personnel, volunteers, or fans. 
 

(g)        Escalating behaviors:  Behaviors that incite others to act in ways that are in 

direct conflict with the spirit of Catholic Youth Athletics are prohibited. 
 

(h)        Vandalism and theft:  There will be no vandalism, theft, or destruction of 

property at any athletics venue. 
 

(i)         Alcohol, tobacco, illegal controlled substances:  No alcohol, tobacco, or any 

illegal controlled substance is permitted at practices, league competitions, or 

tournaments where children are present (such as “tailgating” where alcohol is 

present).  CTK Athletics has zero tolerance regarding alcohol, tobacco, and illegal 

controlled substances at competitions, tournaments and gatherings where 

children are present. 
 

General Violations.  Activities that are contrary to the mission, goals, principles, 

values, provisions or spirit of Catholic Youth Athletics as described in the 

Archdiocese Charter and CTK Athletic Commission by-laws are prohibited. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eligibility Guidelines (as stated in Christ The King Athletic Commission By-Laws) 

 

Eligibility for participation on a CTK Parish team is determined by the following: 

 

(a)   The participant’s parent or legal guardian is registered with CTK. If the parents of a 

participant are registered at more than one parish, the child is expected to play in only one 

parish per school year (July through June); OR 

 

(b) The participant attends Cardinal Pacelli School.  If a participant from one parish attends 

another parish’s school, or a non-parish school, the participant may participate either on the 

team(s) of the school they are attending, or the parish’s team(s); OR 

 

(c) Children (Catholic or non-Catholic) who are not registered with CTK parish or Cardinal 

Pacelli School may participate in CTK athletics only by special application and permission by 

the parish Pastor, the AC and the league(s).  (i.e.  children who are not registered at CTK or 

attend Cardinal Pacelli School can apply when more players are needed to field a team.  In 

addition, the AC may form a combined team with one or more adjacent parishes, in which 

case all children from the CTK parish are expected to play for that team) 

 

(d)  If a child (6
th

 – 8
th

 grade), who does not attend Cardinal Pacelli School, moves from 

another parish to CTK and the change is not due to a family residence move, the child will 

not be eligible to participate on an “A” team for a period of 6 months after joining CTK. 

 

(e)  Academics always take priority over athletics. To this end, the Athletic Commission will 

enforce the following rule adopted by the Education Commission. Parent of students 

attending other grade schools should also attempt to follow the guidelines as well. 

 

In order to be eligible to play sports, any Cardinal Pacelli School student at the sixth 

grade level or above must have at least a ”C” average, and no current “F’s” or 

Unsatisfactory. Eligibility will be reviewed on a periodic basis by the teachers, school 

principal, and  respective players, parent and coaches.   R e l a t e d  p a r t i e s  will be 

notified on Monday if the student  is declared ineligible to play. Any student that 

participates on a parish team while academically ineligible will be declared ineligible for 

an additional two weeks after the expiration of the original term. 

 

(f)  A student who is suspended from school will not be eligible to play on any parish- 
sponsored team during the course of that suspension and is imposed until the suspension is 
completed. 

 

(g)  Any student who participates on a parish team while under the above ban will be 

declared ineligible for the first five weeks after the termination of the suspension. 

 

(h) Player’s fees must be paid prior to the beginning of the season (unless waiver 

granted by Pastor of Church or A.C. President). 

 

(i) Uniforms must be returned (from prior season sport played) to the A.C. coordinator.   



Uniforms should be in good condition. 

 

(j) Coaches may determine that a player should be deemed ineligible for play due to serious 

behavioral issues. In these cases, coaches should be sure to inform parents, the 

player, and the sport coordinator of the action taken. Disagreements with the Coach’s 

decision may be brought to that Sport’s Coordinator. Examples of behavior issues that 

may make a player ineligible for play are as follows: 

 

a. Foul and abusive language – during games or practice(s) – towards officials, 

coaches, teammates, or opposing players; 

b. Fighting during practices or games; 

c. Drug use during practice or games. 

 

 

 

 

       (k)  The following religious education requirements must be met (Charter 4.2.3): 

 

a)  Catholic participants will be enrolled in and regularly attend the parish’s or school’s 

religious education in the current school year (which may be scheduled during the 

summer or the school year).  Three or more unexcused absences from religious 

education sessions will normally result in suspension from the team.  Legitimate 

excused absences such as due to illness will be assessed on a case- by-case basis and 

discussed with the Commission. 

 

 

b) In the case of non-Catholic children enrolled in Cardinal Pacelli School, they are 

eligible to play provided they attend the school’s religious education classes in the 

current school year. 

 

c) In the case of non-Catholic children whose parents have enrolled in RCIA or are 

otherwise in the process of becoming Catholic, they are eligible to play provided 

they are enrolled in and regularly attend the parish’s religious education in the 

current school year.  Missing three or more religious education sessions will 

normally result in suspension from the team. 

 

 
d) Children who are not registered with CTK parish or attending Cardinal Pacelli School 

are not required to attend religious education, but may be welcomed and 

encouraged to do so. 

 

 
 


