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CHRIST THE KING ATHLETIC 

COMMISSION BY-LAWS 

 MISSION 
1. To strive at all times to  provide sports experiences for youth that are firmly rooted in the 

Catholic faith tradition, based on the goals of Catholic youth ministry, and aligned with the evangelizing 

mission of the Catholic Church (Charter 1.2). 

2. To  promote  a  spirit  of  cooperation  and  camaraderie  among  athletes  by generating a sense 

of responsibility and self-discipline. 

3. To create an atmosphere of competition and pride, in one’s self and the parish, within limits of 

good sportsmanship. 

4. To organize, coordinate, and sustain high quality athletics experiences for young people that 

enhance their faith, character, virtues, self-confidence, communication capabilities and leadership skills, 

in the context of athletics (Charter 6.2.2). 

5. To further the moral principles received at home and in school on the field of athletic 

competition; and 

6. To provide an environment in which players have fun, learn to practice teamwork and 

cooperation, and improve skills in a particular sport. 

7. To empower young people to live as disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
The Parish of Our Lord Christ the King (“CTK”), in supervising the overall scope of the athletic program 

including teams, coaches, coordinators, and volunteers, follows the guiding principles set forth by the 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati in the Charter on Youth Athletics (Charter 1.3): 

(a)        Discipleship, Faith and Family First:  CTK Athletics proceeds from and should always include 

Christian discipleship in the Catholic faith, in support of the parents and families whose children 

participate.  The policies and guidelines in this document are developed with Christian discipleship, the 

Catholic faith, and family well-being as top priorities. 

(b)        Evangelizing Mission: The whole Church and each of its members are called to the mission of 

evangelization; so too, is CTK Athletics a part of that mission. Participants, parents, families, coaches, 

athletics organizations, fans, and alumni – all those involved in some way in CTK Athletics – are invited 

into this evangelizing mission bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to a world much in need of it.   
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(c)        Responsible Participation in the Church:  CTK Athletics will reflect the priority of regular, 

consistent, and responsible participation in the Church, in her worship, education, community, 

ministries and service to the world.   

(d)        Faith, Character and Virtue Development:  In CTK Athletics, winning, performing, and succeeding 

are always subordinate to the development of faith, character and virtues in participants and their 

families.   

(e)        Trained and Competent Coaches and Athletics Leaders:  Coaches and athletics leaders at CTK 

understand their roles as forms of youth ministry leadership, and will get training that leads to 

competence not only in coaching a given sport, but also in modeling and sharing faith, developing young 

Catholic disciples, and helping young people and their families stay meaningfully connected to the 

Catholic Church. 

(f)         Safety and Well-being of Children:  The safety and well-being of young people in CTK Athletics 

are paramount.  

(g)        Good Stewardship and Accountability:  CTK Athletics should demonstrate good stewardship of 

money and other resources, with trustworthy and transparent systems of financial accountability. 

These goals and the guiding principles are aligned with the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Charter on Youth 

Athletics released March 2014 (“Charter”).  The Charter provides a framework of policies and best 

practices for elementary-age and parish-based athletics in the Archdiocese.  The Charter binds all other 

governance regarding youth athletics unless otherwise specified in this document.  

ROLE OF CHRIST THE KING ATHLETIC COMMISSION 

General 

CTK enacts these guiding principles for its Athletic Commission in order that the functions and duties of 

the Commission be made known to all concerned. The name of the organization shall be “Christ The 

King Parish Athletic Commission.” 

Authority 

1. The Athletic Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Commission) shall be responsible for the 

athletic programs of CTK, and, more specifically, that of Cardinal Pacelli School. In carrying out its 

responsibility, the Commission, acts under authority delegated to it by the Pastor.  Commission 

members shall consider the needs of all parish children, and not just those of individual families (Charter 

6.2.3). 

In the event a legal agreement between CTK and a service provider is necessary in order to carry out the 

roles and responsibilities of the Commission (i.e. agreement for licensing/website usage for on-line 

payment and registrations or commitment to pay service provider for significant capital spending such 
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as a new wood gym floor), agreement must be signed by the parish pastor or it could be considered null 

and void. 

2.  The Commission Shall: 

• Determine the athletic needs of the Parish (other than those needs determined for the school 

curricula); 

• Establish priorities to meet those needs; and 

• Communicate, coordinate and oversee the implementation of such policies and programs 

through the Athletic Coordinators appointed by the Commission, the coaches appointed by the 

Athletic Coordinators, and any other persons or groups appointed to serve the athletic needs of 

the Parish. 

3.  Decisions of the Commission shall be by majority vote, but in no event less than the majority of 

a quorum, to-wit, eleven (16) members having voting power. The vote shall be by a show of hands, 

except the President, or any two members, may call for a written ballot vote on any issue before the 

Commission.   

COMPOSITION 

1. The Pastor and the Principal of Cardinal Pacelli School shall be ex officio members of the 

Commission, and shall possess voting power. 

2. A majority of the Commission members shall be registered members of the Parish. 

3. Members shall be elected each year to serve a three-year term. (For purposes of this document 

a “year” begins June 1 and ends May 31.)  Nominations for election to the Commission will be solicited 

from the Parish through personal contact from existing members of the Commission, the Parish Sunday 

bulletin and in the school’s weekly Pacelli Post if necessary. Individuals will be nominated and will run 

for specific coordinator positions, secretary, or treasurer of the Commission. New members shall be 

nominated by the President and approved by a majority vote of the Commission. Newly elected officers 

shall take office on June 1 and shall attend the May meeting. 

4. No elected member may serve more than two consecutive terms. After an intervening year, the 

person may again be elected to the Commission. A member may be appointed to the Commission to fill 

an un-expired term. The appointment will be made by the President, and approved by a majority vote of 

the commission.  

5. The Vice President shall be elected to a one-year term and shall be chosen by a vote of the 

Commission members returning to office for the succeeding school year, along with newly elected 

members of the Commission.  Commission members not returning to the Commission will not vote. The 

vote shall be taken by closed ballot at the May meeting of the Commission.   Those eligible for election 

as Vice President are the current members of the Commission who have finished their first year on the 

Commission. Nominations for Vice President will be accepted at the April meeting. Additionally, the Vice 

President shall continue in his/her role as a sport coordinator during his/her term. 
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6. The Vice President from the previous year shall become President of the Commission for a 1-

year term beginning in June. The President shall not hold a coordinator’s position while in office. 

7. In addition to the President and Vice President, the Commission shall consist of: 

• Secretary/Coordinator for Scoreboard, Admissions & Concessions Volunteers 

• Treasurer 

• Coordinator for Registrations and Maintenance of CTK Athletics Website 

• Coordinator for Boys’ & Girls’ Golf & Tennis 

• Coordinator for Boys’ Soccer 

• Coordinator for Girls’ Soccer 

• Coordinator for Girls’ and Boys’ Volleyball 

• Coordinator for Boys’ Basketball 

• Coordinator for Girls’ Basketball 

• Coordinator for Boys’ Baseball 

• Coordinator for Boys’ Football 

• Coordinator for Concessions (all sports in Gymnasium) 

• Coordinator for Fields & Facilities & Master Scheduling 

• Coordinator for Uniforms & Equipment/VIRTUS Compliance 

• Coordinator for Fund Raising 

• Coordinator for Ron Speed Basketball Tournament 

(Note: Pastor, Principal, President, and 16 Members = 19 total voting members) 

8. The President shall decide on the agenda for all Commission meetings.  If possible, the President 

should notify all members of the Commission as to the proposed agenda at least five days before the 

Commission meeting.  Any member of the Commission shall be permitted to raise any relevant item for 

discussion at the Commission meetings. 

• Any votes to be called shall be so noted in the agenda. However, the President may call for a 

vote on any matters requiring timeliness during any given meeting. 

9. For all matters involving the budget, only members of the Commission possessing voting power 

shall be present. 

10. Any member of the Parish may request, in writing, that an item be placed on the agenda. The 

Commission shall then decide by majority vote whether it will consider the issue raised by such request. 

11. Any Commission member who is absent from three meetings in any one-year may be replaced 

by the Commission. 
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TREASURY FUNCTION 

General 

The Treasurer function takes care of everything financial, supervising all aspects of the finances of the 

organization including an annual budget, collects fees and dues, approves and substantiates all 

expenditures, retains bills, receipts and requests for payment and provides a monthly financial report of 

the organization. The Treasurer should provide accurate, complete and timely reports as required by the 

parish, the Archdiocese and the government, and pays all outstanding bills promptly upon receipt 

(Charter 6.2.15). 

Operating Checking Account 

The Treasurer and the President of the Commission shall serve as authorized signators. 

Guidelines 

The Treasury function shall be governed by the following guidelines (Charter 6.2.15 and 7.3.2): 

• Maintain accurate financial records of receipts and expenditures that are well organized for 

transparency and accountability. 

• All revenues shall be deposited into the appropriate accounts as detailed above in a timely 

fashion and no later than two weeks from the receipt of such funds. 

• All expenses shall be paid in a timely manner (i.e within two weeks of receipt) and no later 

than normal business practice of within 30 days of upon receipt. Expenses that are not self-

explanatory shall be researched with the appropriate Commission member that authorized 

the expenditure. 

• Record keeping shall be prompt and orderly. General guidelines include maintaining an 

organizational binder that includes all bank statements, deposit slips, invoices paid, monthly 

Treasurer reports and account reconciliations. 

• The Treasurer shall provide a summary report of all activity for the preceding month at the 

monthly Commission meetings. In addition, the Treasurer shall maintain a year-to-date 

summary report during the year so as to report to the Commission on a periodic basis or on 

request as to the financial status of the Commission for the current fiscal year. At the final 

meeting for the fiscal year in June, the Treasurer shall present to the Commission a year-end 

summary report of the fiscal year. 

• The Treasurer shall assist all Commission members in any possible way so as to assist in the 

decision-making process or implementation of any material projects. 

• The Treasurer shall not cut a check in his or her personal name for an amount that exceeds 

$1,000. The President of the Commission, who serves as the backup signatory of the 

Operating Account, shall prepare such a check. 

COMMISSION MEETINGS 

1. The Commission shall meet monthly, except for the month of July. 

2. The President shall decide when additional Commission meetings are necessary. 
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In addition to a monthly financial update from the treasurer and reports from all coordinator positions, 

the following activities should be considered: 

June 

• Fund raising and promotional plans 

• Fall Sports start-up review and possible purchase of new uniforms 

• Discuss need for other practice locations 

• Girls’ volleyball registrations due 

• Budget review 

• Fiscal year-end financial review and submission to Father 

August 

• Uniform distributions for fall sports 

• Soccer, football, girls’ volleyball, golf & girls’ tennis seasons begin 

• Budget approved 

• Discuss Winter Sports registration deadline 

• Discuss need for other practice locations  

September 

• Uniform distributions for fall sports 

• Discuss Winter sports try-outs 

• Discuss basketball tournaments 

• Discuss need for new uniforms for winter sports if necessary 

• Fundraiser planning for Ron Speed tournament 

October 

• Registration for winter sports (boys’/girls’ basketball)  

• Golf & Tennis seasons end 

• Basketball tryouts 

• Basketball league registrations due 

• Ron Speed Tournament planning & coordination  

• Uniform & equipment returns for fall sports 

November 

• Uniform distributions for Winter sports 

• Soccer, girls’ volleyball and football regular season ends  

• Ron Speed Tournament coordination (coordinator should attend monthly Athletic 

Commission meeting this month) 

December 

• Winter Sports start-up review 

• Ron Speed Tournament coordination (coordinator should attend monthly Athletic 

Commission meeting this month) 

• Discuss boys’ volleyball tryouts, if necessary 
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• Discuss Spring Sports registration deadline 

• Basketball season begins  

• Apply to Cincinnati Rec. Commission for permits for baseball fields 

January 

• Ron Speed Tournament (coordinator should attend monthly Athletic Commission meeting 

this month) 

• Baseball applications must be sent 

• Registration for spring  sports (baseball, boys’/girls’ soccer, boys’ tennis, boys’ volleyball)  

February 

• Basketball season ends 

• Review Ron Speed tournament financials (coordinator should attend monthly Athletic 

Commission meeting this month) 

• League baseball meetings for boys, grades pre-K through 8 

• Reserve fields for baseball  

• Find out who will be returning to the Commission 

• Baseball/Boys’ Volleyball/Boys’ Tennis/Soccer start-up review 

• Boys’ volleyball registrations due 

• Soccer registrations due 

• Begin to solicit nominations for Commission elections for open positions 

March 

• Nominations for Commission new members – 1st week in March 

• Basketball conclusion review 

• Boys’ volleyball begins 

• Uniform distributions for spring sports 

• Uniform & equipment returns for winter sports 

April 

• Nominations for Vice President 

• Baseball, soccer, and boy’s tennis begin  

• Election of new members – 1st week in April 

MAY 

• Election of Vice President 

• Joint Commission meeting with old and new members 

• Soccer, boys’ tennis, and boys’ volleyball end 

• Spring sport conclusion review 

• Spring Participation Awards recognition for 8th graders 

• Girls’ volleyball tryouts  

 



Revised March 7, 2016 Page 8 

 

AMENDMENTS 

These by-laws may be amended by a majority vote of Commission members, after having studied the 

proposed amendment for a minimum period of two months. Any Commission member may submit such 

an amendment, and it shall be placed on the agenda. Any amendments proposed and passed by the 

Commission must be approved by the parish pastor before implementation.   

This document should be reviewed in conjunction with the periodic review of the Archdiocese Charter 

on Catholic Youth Athletics to ensure compliance (Charter is reviewed every 5 years commencing with 

the effective date of the Charter, March 2014) (Charter 3.2.5). 

DUE PROCESS 

Three or more Commission members may appeal for due process through the parish pastor on any 

decision made by the Commission. 

CTK ATHLETICS POLICIES 

1. Coaching Selection (Charter 6.2.10) 

Head coach should be at least 21 years of age and in compliance with the Decree on Child Protection.  

An assistant coach should be at least 19 years of age, a high school graduate, and in compliance with the 

Decree on Child Protection. 

With respect to instances in which a head coach and/or assistant coach position cannot be filled for a 

particular sport, the Athletic Commission coordinator for the related sport, at his or her own discretion, 

can fill in to be a coach with Athletic Commission approval.  

It is preferred that each team has both a head coach and an assistant coach (up to two assistant coaches 

are allowable) in order to create consistency for the players throughout the season. Assistant coaches 

are not to be identified until after teams are constructed. The priority of fair team construction (i.e. – 

equal strength) takes complete and total precedence over the desire of two parents to affiliate as 

coaches. 

Regarding A teams, it is preferred that there be a non-parent head coach. Exceptions to the guideline 

could be made in the absence of a qualified non-parent head coach or if a parent has exceptional 

qualifications to coach at the A level. When a parent is a head coach of an A team, the parent will have 

no more than equal weight to the other evaluators when selecting A team players. 

Regarding B teams, parent head coaches are acceptable. 

Regarding both A and B teams, parent assistant coaches are acceptable. Parent assistant coaches will 

not play a role in the selection of A team players. 

All  coaching  assignments  will  give  preference  to  coaches  who  can  or  have demonstrated the 

following: 

1. A commitment to the Christ the King Athletic Programs; 
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2. Exhibits a positive rapport with both children and adults. 

3. The ability to work with and teach our children in a positive manner consistent with the 

mission and guiding principles  of the Christ the King Athletic Commission, and indicate an 

interest in coaching within our programs. 

4. Lives the values and virtues of the Catholic faith whether or not a member of the Catholic 

Church. 

5. Knowledgeable about coaching children in a particular sport. 

6. Exhibits appropriate maturity (e.g., level-headed, able to control temper, take responsibility 

for mistakes, accept criticism). 

7. Commitment:  Able to commit the time necessary for preparation, practices and games. 

In addition, coaching evaluations will be considered by the sport coordinator in the assignment of 

coaching responsibility.  The Athletic Commission will provide a procedure in which a parent or guardian 

can submit secure anonymous, written evaluations at least on an annual basis, or more frequently 

during or after sports seasons, and the Commission will keep the parish and/or school leaders informed 

of the evaluations as deemed necessary.  Evaluations should be retained for at least three years to allow 

for continuity of perspective in working with coaches. The Commission is responsible for establishing a 

secure and confidential location for these at the CTK. 

2. Coaching Responsibilities 

Each team should have two coaches.  Two adults, one of whom is a coach, should be present at all 

practices and games.  Coaches must (Charter 6.2.9): 

 

1. Strive to install a positive attitude in players, and to eliminate feelings of self- doubt.   

2. Build teamwork and individual contribution by promoting full and equal participation by all 

team members. 

3. Install a respect for authority by honoring decisions made by officials during competitions. 

4. Represent the team with a high level of sportsmanship, integrity and respect towards team, 

parents and opponents at all times (sidelines and practices included).  . 

5. Be responsible for the behavior of their players during practices, games, meetings, and 

tournaments. 

6. Support and assist in the spiritual, emotional, social and physical development of all players 

by providing opportunities for athletic skills training, character development, and spiritual 

growth. 

7. Abide by and uphold the CTK Athletic Commission By-Laws and the mission, goals, 

principles, policies and procedures of the Archdiocese Charter, including the  Archdiocese of 

Cincinnati Decree on Child Protection (see Safety and Well-Being of Children), and the Code 

of Conduct  (see Appendix A). 

8. Work with the athletic organization’s Spiritual Liaison to ensure an environment conducive 

to growth in faith, character, and virtues. Reinforce with children and their families the 
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importance of faith and religious practices including Sunday Mass, Holy Days of Obligation 

and regular, ongoing religious education. 

9. Ensure that prayer happens at each practice and game. 

10. Read and understand League Rules 

11. Determine facilities and times for practice(s) 

12. Understand guidelines for player selection 

13. Determine logistics for parents to make notifications of absences from practices and/or 

games 

14. Obtain equipment from the Sports Coordinator at the beginning of the season and to return 

all equipment to the Sports Coordinator at season end.  This includes uniforms issued to 

team members. (Note: Coordinators are the only persons authorized to purchase equipment 

for a sport. If necessary, coaches must request additional or replacement equipment from 

the Sports Coordinator during the course of the season.) 

15. Ensure that the “Playing Time” policies as stated in Policy #5 below are adhered to. 

16. Head coaches: 

(i) Ensure that assistant coaches are clear on the Code of Conduct (see Appendix A) 

and how they are expected to enforce it in practice.  All coaches, including head 

coaches, are expected to sign and submit copies of the Code of Conduct affirming 

their commitment to it. These should be retained and kept on file at the parish, or 

non-parish school. 

(ii) Meet prior to the beginning of each season with the Spiritual Liaison to review 

evaluations from the previous season or year, and to plan for ongoing quality 

improvement. 

The Commission will conduct at least one meeting per year for all coaches or multiple times as per 

sports seasons in which they receive a presentation of the mission, principles and goals of Catholic 

Youth Athletics ministry (see Mission and Guiding Principles pgs. 1-2) and Code of Conduct (see 

Appendix A), along with any updates on safety, Archdiocese Charter developments, Best Practices, 

changes in parish, policies or practices, and other matters.  

3. Player Eligibility (Charter 4.2) 

Eligibility for participation on a CTK Parish team is determined by the following: 

(a)   The participant’s parent or legal guardian is registered with CTK. If the parents of a participant are 

registered at more than one parish, the child is expected to play in only one parish per school year (July 

through June); OR 

(b) The participant attends Cardinal Pacelli School.  If a participant from one parish attends another 

parish’s school, or a non-parish school, the participant may participate either on the team(s) of the 

school they are attending, or the parish’s team(s); OR 

(c) Children (Catholic or non-Catholic) who are not registered with CTK parish or Cardinal Pacelli School 

may participate in CTK athletics only by special application and permission by the parish Pastor, the AC 
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and the league(s).  (i.e. children who are not registered at CTK or attend Cardinal Pacelli School can 

apply when more players are needed to field a team.  In addition, the AC may form a combined team 

with one or more adjacent parishes, in which case all children from the CTK parish are expected to play 

for that team) 

(d)  If a child (6th – 8th grade), who does not attend Cardinal Pacelli School, moves from another parish 

to CTK and the change is not due to a family residence move, the child will not be eligible to participate 

on an “A” team for a period of 6 months after joining CTK. 

(e)  Academics always take priority over athletics. To this end, the Athletic Commission will enforce the 

following rule adopted by the Education Commission. Parent of students attending other grade schools 

should also attempt to follow the guidelines as well. 

In order to be eligible to play sports, any Cardinal Pacelli School student at the sixth grade level or above 

must have at least a ”C” average, and no current “F’s” or Unsatisfactory. Eligibility will be reviewed on a 

periodic basis by the teachers, school principal, and respective players, parent and coaches.  Related 

parties will be notified on Monday if the student is declared ineligible to play. Any student that 

participates on a parish team while academically ineligible will be declared ineligible for an additional 

two weeks after the expiration of the original term. 

(f)  A student who is suspended from school will not be eligible to play on any parish- sponsored team 

during the course of that suspension and is imposed until the suspension is completed. 

(g)  Any student who participates on a parish team while under the above ban will be declared ineligible 

for the first five weeks after the termination of the suspension. 

(h)  The following religious education requirements must be met (Charter 4.2.3): 

a)  Catholic participants will be enrolled in and regularly attend the parish’s or school’s 

religious education in the current school year (which may be scheduled during the summer or 

the school year).  Three or more unexcused absences from religious education sessions will 

normally result in suspension from the team.  Legitimate excused absences such as due to illness 

will be assessed on a case- by-case basis and discussed with the Commission. 

b) In the case of non-Catholic children enrolled in Cardinal Pacelli School, they are eligible 

to play provided they attend the school’s religious education classes in the current school year. 

c) In the case of non-Catholic children whose parents have enrolled in RCIA or are 

otherwise in the process of becoming Catholic, they are eligible to play provided they are 

enrolled in and regularly attend the parish’s religious education in the current school year.  

Missing three or more religious education sessions will normally result in suspension from the 

team. 

d) Children who are not registered with CTK parish or attending Cardinal Pacelli School are 

not required to attend religious education, but may be welcomed and encouraged to do so. 
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4. Other Eligibility Issues 

1. Player’s fees must be paid prior to the beginning of the season (unless waiver granted by Pastor 

of Church or A.C. President). 

2. Uniforms must be returned (from prior season sport played) to the A.C. coordinator.   Uniforms 

should be in good condition. 

3. Coaches may determine that a player should be deemed ineligible for play due to serious 

behavioral issues. In these cases, coaches should be sure to inform parents, the player, and the sport 

coordinator of the action taken. Disagreements with the Coach’s decision may be brought to that Sport’s 

Coordinator. Examples of behavior issues that may make a player ineligible for play are as follows: 

• Foul and abusive language – during games or practice(s) – towards officials, coaches, 

teammates, or opposing players; 

• Fighting during practices or games; 

• Drug use during practice or games. 

5. Minimum Playing Time (Charter 4.4) 

The Commission expects that, in the spirit of the stated objectives of the programs, every coach will 

maximize the playing time for all team members, consistent with the rules of the particular league in 

which they are participating. Each sport will have specific playing time requirements that must be met in 

conjunction with these guidelines which must be communicated in advance. Various factors (team size, 

the particular sport, the particular league, the particular game, discipline, ability, etc.) require that 

coaches have some discretion in the area of the use of players during a game. The policy of the 

Commission is that each coach will strive to play each member of the team as often as possible. The 

following is the minimum playing time guidelines for the major sports at Christ the King as per their 

sports league governing body and/or as agreed to by the Athletic Commission. These times shall be 

considered modified at the time the league makes a change to avoid these by-laws being in conflict with 

league/tournament rules: 

1. Soccer …S.A.Y. rules apply.  Each child must play the equivalent of two quarters per game.  

Tournament rules should be followed regarding minimum playing time standards for all tournaments 

the team participates in. 

2. Baseball … Knothole rules apply.  Each child must play at least two innings per game, and have 

at least one at-bat.  

3. Golf … Coordinator will determine the number of players that the team(s) can reasonably 

accommodate. Not all students signing up will be given the opportunity to be on the team(s). Once a 

team is selected, the coach will make every reasonable effort to balance the playing time for all players 

on the team. 

4. Tennis… Coordinator will determine the number of players that the team(s) can reasonably 

accommodate. Not all students signing up will be given the opportunity to be on the team(s). Once a 
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team is selected, the coach will make every reasonable effort to balance the playing time for all players 

on the team. 

5. Basketball and Volleyball … With respect to volleyball and basketball, at the time of league 

registration, the leagues require a level of designation pertaining to the skill level of the participants 

comprising the team.  Even in leagues and on teams that are competitive, all children have a right to full 

membership with roughly equivalent privileges and responsibilities, without nepotism or favoritism, 

including playing time in accord with the following: 

(a)  Instructional athletics (up to and including Grade 5):   Children are expected to have 

roughly equal playing time in practices and games, monitored and maintained through the 

season by the coach or other athletics leader.  Tournament rules should be followed regarding 

minimum playing time standards for all tournaments the team participates in. 

(b)  Recreational athletics (Grades 6-12):  An athletic activity is assumed to   be recreational 

unless explicitly and publicly designated as competitive.  Children in recreational athletics should 

have roughly equal playing time in practices and games, monitored and maintained through the 

season by the coach or other athletics leader.  Coaches may limit playing time as a disciplinary 

measure (for example, as a consequence for missing practices, consistent tardiness, or other 

infractions).  Tournament rules should be followed regarding minimum playing time standards 

for all tournaments the team participates in. 

(c)  Competitive athletics (Grades 6-12): An athletic activity is assumed to be recreational 

unless explicitly and publicly designated as competitive.  In teams and in leagues designated as 

competitive, minimum standards for playing time that are reasonable and appropriate to the 

sport will be established by league guidelines, made public, monitored and maintained through 

the season.  It is expected that competitive teams will be formed no earlier than 6th grade, 

unless otherwise granted an exception by the Commission. If 5th and 6th grade students are 

combined into a single team (necessitated by numbers of available players) the norms 

applicable to 6th grade students will apply.  At the competitive level of play such standards do 

not guarantee that every player in every game will be provided playing time.  For health and 

safety reasons standards may vary by sport and playing time may vary by game.  Coaches may 

limit playing time as a disciplinary measure (for example, as a consequence for missing practices, 

consistent tardiness, or other infractions).  Tournament rules should be followed regarding 

minimum playing time standards for all tournaments the team participates in. 

(d)  Leagues will support playing time norms; however, leagues are not responsible for 

enforcement and administration of them. 

6. Game & Practice Conduct 

It is extremely important that the players, coaches, and parents realize that they represent the parish at 

athletic events. As the players compete, the general public as an extension of the parish will interpret 

their demeanor, along with that of the coaches and parents. 
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The Commission expressly believes that the following behaviors are not acceptable by players, coaches, 

parents, and supporters. 

1. Foul and abusive language or behavior, 

2. Temper displays (including throwing, kicking, or hitting of any object.) 

3. Embarrassing a player by reprimanding him/her in front of peers and spectators. 

4. Demeaning comments to, or yelling at, umpires, refs, etc. Undermining of authority is 

inappropriate. Coaches, players and parents should address any questionable calls in a 

discreet manner. 

Also see by-law appendix – “Code of Conduct” 

7. Sanctions for Non-Compliance with the Code of Conduct (Charter 6.2.13) 

Participation on a team and attendance at practices and games are privileges not rights for players, 

coaches, parents and fans.  In the case of a violation of the Code of Conduct, a coach or other official or 

authorized leader may choose to deliver a warning, or if the violation warrants it the individual may be 

ejected and suspended, as follows: 

(a)        Ejection: A coach, parent, or fan who is ejected for any reason must leave the premises (including 

the field of play, stands, and adjacent areas such as nearby parking lots) and shall be suspended for the 

next scheduled game.  A player who is ejected from the game is not required to leave the premises. 

However, if a player (or child fan unaccompanied by an adult) is ejected and required to leave the 

premises, that child should be supervised by at least two adults until the child is directly under the 

supervision of a parent or guardian, in compliance with the Decree on Child Protection. 

(b)        Suspension:  An individual who is suspended shall be prohibited from attending the next game.  

Suspensions for egregious violations may include multiple games, practices, and other team activities at 

the discretion of the Commission. 

Suspension shall follow ejection as a consequence of the violation.  Any violation of the suspension or a 

subsequent violation shall trigger an escalating series of responses, as follows: 

Violation When/Where Occurred Sanction 

First Before, during, or after a game or 

practice 

Ejection for the rest of the game 

or practice; attendance at next 

game prohibited. 

Second Before, during, or after a game or 

practice 

Ejection for the rest of game or 

practice; attendance at next two 

games prohibited. 

Third Before, during, or after a game or 

practice 

Attendance at practices, games 

and any other team activities is 

prohibited for the rest of the 

season. 

 



Revised March 7, 2016 Page 15 

 

8. Non-Discriminatory Practices (Charter 4.5.1) 

Discrimination based on ethnicity, nationality, gender and race is contrary to Catholic moral teaching 

and is unacceptable in Catholic Youth Athletics. This applies in particular to: 

(a) Scheduling (e.g., preferential treatment to boys’ over girls’ sports); 

(b) Team formation (e.g., selections based on race, ethnicity or nationality); and 

(c) Playing time (e.g., decisions based on race, ethnicity or nationality). 

9. The Role of the Spiritual Liaison (Charter 6.2.14) 

The Commission will designate a Spiritual Liaison as follows: 

(a)        Selection: 

(i) Catholic:  The Spiritual Liaison should be an active Catholic in good standing with the 

Church.  The Spiritual Liaison may be ordained, religious or lay, a paid staff member, or a 

volunteer. 

(ii) Appointed by Pastor or principal: The Spiritual Liaison should be appointed by the Pastor 

and report directly to him or his designee.  

(b)        Duties: 

(i) Communication:  Responsible for communicating the spirit, mission, goals and principles 

of this Charter to all in the athletics organization. 

(ii) Meetings and monitoring:  Ensure that the annual coaches’ ministry meeting(s) is (are) 

scheduled. Attend the annual coaches’ ministry meeting(s) and monitor attendance at 

such meetings by the coaches. 

(iii) Promote ministry spirit: Assist coaches in implementing a spirit of ministry, as reviewed 

annually at the Coaches’ ministry meeting, in practices and games throughout the 

season. 

(iv) Evaluations:  Participate in end-of-year evaluations of coaches and discussions regarding 

their return for future years. 

(v) Resources:  Provide resources, including prayers and other resources, to assist coaches 

in their youth athletics ministry. 

(vi) Listening:  Be a listening ear outside of the athletics organization for coaches, parents or 

athletes. 

(vii) Develop guidelines:  In consultation with the Pastor, and athletics organization 

leadership, establish any guidelines to be fulfilled by coaches or teams to integrate 

Catholic/Christian faith and spirituality more fully into the athletics programming. 

(viii) Grievance Committee: The Spiritual Liaison should be a member of the athletics 

organization Grievance Committee. 

(c)        Evaluation:  An annual review of the Spiritual Liaison should take place with the Pastor, or 

designee, with input from coaches and athletics organization leadership. 
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10. Enrollment 

Notification for sports sign-ups will be placed on the Cardinal Pacelli website, the Commission’s website, 

the weekly Pacelli Post email newsletter, as well as in the parish Sunday Mass bulletins. Registrations 

and related payments are processed via website maintained by the Commission.  The Commission will 

set distinct and firm deadlines for registrations for each sport.  The deadlines will be communicated in 

advance, prior to the sign-up deadline for each league.  On-line registration will typically remain open 

for 2 weeks.  Players signing up beyond the deadline date will be charged a late fee.  Players are 

accepted on the team in the order registrations are received. 

Signing your child by the stated deadline is essential to ensuring that teams are chosen in an equitable 

manner. While every effort will be made to place those who sign-up late, there is no guarantee the child 

will be placed on a team and there is no guarantee that a team will take more than the designated 

maximum players (see Team Selection section below). 

11.  Multiple Teams, Multiple Activities 

Playing on multiple teams, or participating in activities that may conflict with Christ the King Teams is a 

matter for families to discuss, juggle and coordinate. It is the parent’s responsibility to coordinate 

attendance at practice and games to the satisfaction of the head coach.  It is suggested that a child will 

attend – at a minimum 

– 50% of the practices and 75% of the games during any given season. The intent at the beginning of the 

season should be to exceed these minimum participation standards. Any conflicts should be brought to 

the attention of the coach as soon as possible. (In fairness to “A” team players, any player vying for an 

“A” team who recognizes a conflict that would hinder participation at minimum standards may be better 

served playing on a “B” team.) 

A child’s level of participation will be determined on an ongoing basis throughout the season. Coaches 

will take attendance at all practices and games, and determine the ongoing percentage of participation. 

Absences will be excused for sickness, schoolwork, or reasonable circumstances as long as the absence 

is communicated as soon as possible to the head coach directly. 

In fairness to players who attend practices and games regularly, coaches may choose not to “play” 

players who attend less than the expected number of practices. Practice attendance requirements are 

the sole discretion of the head coach. These requirements must be clearly communicated to the parents 

and players prior to any enforcement. In these cases, coaches must inform referees that a given player is 

being disciplined, in order to avoid breaking league rules for game playing time. 

12. Safety and Well-Being of Children (Charter 4.3) 

The provisions of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Decree on Child Protection must be followed by CTK, 

meaning that the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Decree on Child Protection and all related policies and 

recommendations are in full effect, including the following sub-points which have been excerpted 

verbatim from the Decree (visit the Archdiocesan website to review the Decree in its entirety): 
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(a)        Regular and occasional volunteers:  For purposes of the Decree, a “regular volunteer” is an adult 

who is not a cleric or employee (for example, a catechist, scout leader, coach, server coordinator, etc.) 

who functions in a regular relationship having contact with children.  This includes interns, student 

teachers and others in similar capacities.  For example, a regular volunteer is one who has contact with 

children on any overnight event; on at least a monthly basis; or in a multi-day program (e.g. Vacation 

Bible School). It does not include the occasional volunteer such as a driver or chaperone whose contact 

with children is less than one hour per month for activities that are not overnight. 

(b)        VIRTUS®:  (A.3 Policy) All candidates for ordination, clerics, regular volunteers and employees 

who have contact with children must attend a VIRTUS® Child Awareness Session on the Decree before 

they have contact with children. 

Responsible supervisors who hire personnel furnished by a third party contractor who have contact with 

children, or who utilize auxiliary services personnel, are to inform such personnel of the existence of the 

Decree, inform them of the requirements of the Decree which pertain to them (for example, the C.9 

Policy), and give such personnel the option of attending a VIRTUS® Child Awareness Session on the 

Decree. (A.9 Recommendation)  All adult volunteers are encouraged to attend a VIRTUS® Child 

Awareness Session, including training on the provisions of the Decree, even if they are not regular 

volunteers as defined in the Decree. 

(c)        Fingerprinting and Background Check (B.1 Policy):  Background checks through fingerprinting or 

otherwise in a manner approved by the Chancellor in accord with the current policies of the Archdiocese 

must be performed on adults as follows: candidates for ordination, clerics, regular volunteers (see 

definition above) and employees may not have contact with children until an acceptable background 

check through fingerprinting or otherwise in a manner approved by the Chancellor is completed in 

accord with the current policies of the Archdiocese. 

(d)        Recruiting Volunteers (B.3 Policy): Those persons who recruit volunteers to work regularly with 

children in the parishes, schools, agencies and institutions of the Archdiocese must exercise caution in 

selecting volunteers.  No volunteer has the right to insist on a particular volunteer position.  If there is 

any cause for concern in a particular case, the matter should be brought to the attention of the 

responsible supervisor for further review. 

(e)        Permission, Health Information and Release of Liability Forms (C.2 Policy):  A child may 

participate in an organized program sponsored by a parish, school, agency or institution of the 

Archdiocese only with the written consent of the child’s parent or guardian on a standard Permission, 

Release and Medical Power of Attorney form (available online at the Archdiocese website at  

www.catholiccincinnati.org).  Such written consent is expected to provide for emergency care of the 

child, as warranted by the program or activity. 

(f)         Minimum of Two Adults, Gender Ratio, Etc. (C.3 Policy):  For any activity sponsored by the 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati, at least two adults, both of whom have successfully completed a VIRTUS® 

Child Awareness Session and background check through fingerprinting or otherwise in a manner 

approved by the Chancellor in accord with the current policies of the Archdiocese, and who are not 
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related to each other, must be present for any activity, including but not limited to after school tutoring 

of any sort (whether the tutor is hired by the parents or not). 

Moreover, the number and gender of the adults are to be in proportion to the age, number and gender 

of the participants, and the duration and difficulty of the activity. Prudence is required in applying this 

policy to different age groups, length of activity and the risk level of the activity. 

(i) A ratio of 1:10 is recommended; 

(ii) Whenever there is a mixed group of boys and girls it is preferred that one adult of each 

gender is present.  The proportion of male / female chaperones should be similar to the 

proportion of the children; 

(iii) Single sex athletics must have at least one adult of the same gender as the players (e.g., in 

case of injury or illness requiring attention in a rest room). 

Whenever possible, one of the adults should be a parent or guardian of a participant. Exceptions for this 

C.3 Policy are only allowed for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, regular day-school or religion classes 

conducted on the grounds of the parish, school, agency or institution, and if for unanticipated reasons, 

only one adult can actually be present for an activity which is not overnight. 

For purposes of this C.3 Policy, “adult” excludes 18 and 19 year-olds not yet graduated from high school 

and others who have graduated from high school but who wish to attend activities with members of 

their high school class during the three months following their graduation with others who are less than 

18 years of age. 

(g)        Discipline (C.4 Policy): No child may be disciplined corporally or corrected with abusive language. 

(h)        Reporting (Ohio Revised Code § 2151.421(A)(1)(a); § 2151.421(G)(1)(a)):  Ohio law requires all 

persons acting in an official or professional capacity to immediately report any actual or suspected act of 

child abuse to the public children’s services agency or to a municipal or county peace officer in the 

county where the child resides or where the abuse or neglect is occurring.  Failure to do so is a 

misdemeanor and can result in prosecution.  The Archdiocese encourages all persons to immediately 

report any actual or suspected acts of child abuse to Civil Authorities.  In either case, a person reporting 

in good faith in making such a report is immune from both civil and criminal liability. 

Concussions 

Head injuries can happen in any sport.  Catholic Youth Athletics should comply with state law (see Ohio 

HB 143 for more details) as regards to concussions, including: 

(a)        Before practice or play begins for each sport or season, the parent or guardian of each 

participating child should review and sign the head injury information sheet required by Section 3707.52 

of the Ohio Revised Code and available at www.healthyohioprogram.org/concussion. 

(b)        Before beginning to coach or officiate, coaches and officials in Catholic Youth Athletics should 

receive training on concussions and the requirements of Ohio law. 
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(c)        If a player exhibits signs, symptoms, or behaviors consistent with having sustained a concussion 

or head injury while participating in practice or competition, the player shall be removed from the 

practice or competition by either of the following:  (i) The individual who is serving as the student's 

coach during that practice or competition; or (ii) an individual who is serving as a referee or official 

during that practice or competition.  Parents are expected to be notified of the injury as soon as 

possible. 

(d)        If a player is removed from practice or competition as per Section  4.3.2(c) above, under Ohio law 

the coach or referee who removed the player must not allow the player, on the same day the player is 

removed, to return to that practice or competition or to participate in any other practice or competition 

for which the coach or referee is responsible. Thereafter, under Ohio law the coach or referee shall not 

allow the player to return to that practice or competition or to participate in any other practice or 

competition for which the coach or referee is responsible until both of the following conditions are 

satisfied: (i) The student's condition is assessed by a physician or other authorized licensed health care 

provider; and (ii) the player receives written clearance that it is safe to return to practice or competition 

from a physician or other authorized licensed health care provider. 

Heat, Inclement Weather, Lightning, Thunder and Thunderstorms 

(a)        When thunder is heard or a lightning bolt is seen at a practice or competition, teams will suspend 

play and take shelter immediately.  Once play has been suspended, play or practice will not resume until 

approximately 30 minutes has passed since the last thunder was heard or lightning flash witnessed. 

(b)        To prevent heat illness (i.e. heat cramps, heat exhaustion, or heat stroke), when there are high 

temperatures, leagues, athletics organizations, coaches and teams should exercise prudence (such as by 

monitoring athletes closely, limiting practice duration, allowing lighter clothing, providing frequent fluid 

breaks for rehydration, and/or providing for shade). 

(c)        Best Practice – Inclement Weather: When at outdoor practices and competitions, coaches, 

athletes, game officials and administrators should be aware of potential inclement weather and the 

signs that indicate thunderstorm development. 

It is advisable to monitor local weather forecasts the day before and morning of the practice or 

competition and by scanning the sky for signs of potential thunderstorm activity.  Weather can also be 

monitored using small, portable weather radios from the National Weather Service (NWS).  The NWS 

uses a system of severe storm watches and warnings. A watch indicates conditions are favorable for 

severe weather to develop in an area; a warning indicates severe weather has been reported in an area, 

and everyone should take proper precautions. 

13. Uniforms / Equipment 

Team uniforms are parish- and/or school-sanctioned activities (e.g., games, tournaments, pep rallies, 

etc.).  Teams are not to wear their uniforms outside parish- and/or school-sanctioned activities (Charter 

6.2.16). 
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Uniforms and equipment will be distributed through the coaches. The Commission has the authority to 

charge a deposit for all uniforms and equipment. This deposit will be refunded at the end of the season 

with the return of the appropriate items. Should the items be damaged or lost, the deposit will be used 

to help obtain replacement costs. The Commission also reserves the right to charge a late fee for any 

uniforms or equipment returned after the stated due dates. If a deposit was not charged and a uniform 

is damaged or lost, a replacement fee may be charged. 

14. Team Selection 

General Rules. Players are to play with members of their own class, except in the following two 

situations: 

1. The league in which the team is playing mandates that players are to be picked by other criteria, 

for instance, a player’s age will decide eligibility, or 

2. League rules do not prohibit a player from playing up or down a level, and the decision should 

be made by competent and conscientious league and AC members (and parents, player, coaches and 

sport coordinator are in agreement), with the needs, safety and well-being of the children paramount, 

and either: 

• There are not enough players at that upper level to form at least one team, or 

• There are not enough players at the lower level to form at least one team. 

If a person is moved “up” or “down” to complete a team, or due to size, weight or age, that person is 

expected to stay there for the duration of the season. Playing “down” a larger or more athletic child in 

order to increase the competitiveness of a team is prohibited (Charter 5.2.9). 

3. The maximum number of players per sport will be dependent on volume of registrations and 

will be at the discretion of the Athletic Commission and individual sports coordinator. 

15. Selection Process 

If there are multiple teams at each grade level, and there are no try-outs for “A” and “B” team selection, 

teams will be organized to achieve equal strength. Organization of the teams will be done at the 

direction of that sport’s coordinator with the respective head coaches. Regardless of the method of 

team construction, all coaches within a particular grade must be involved in and sign off on the final 

formation of teams. 

Teams may begin a selection process for “A” and “B” teams beginning in the Sixth grade and older. If a 

third team is required then the second and third teams will be structured as equal strength B teams. If 

clearly communicated, a sport may implement a selection process (tryout) for an “A” team only and 

students not selected will be “cut” from those sports at tryouts. The formation of only an “A” team is 

discouraged unless the league does not accommodate multiple teams from one school (currently tennis 

and golf).  Regardless of the existence of A and B teams, the Commission grants the head coach of the A 

team the ability to make the final decision, within reason, regarding the number of players on the A 

team. 
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Regardless of the existence of B teams, players will be selected based on ability, attitude and 

commitment. Tryouts will be held over two nights at a time minimum of one hour each. The selection 

committee will consist of a total of either three or five impartial individuals (including the head coach) 

that will evaluate the players on the above criteria with an objective evaluation. Each judge will have 

equal input with respect to the selection of A team players except as qualified below.   

At the 7th and 8th grade levels only, the head coach may override the selection committee based upon 

prior years’ experience with respect to one player and one player only. That is, he/she may keep a 

player not identified by the other judges or reject a player selected by the other judges. It is important 

to note that this provision should only be used sparingly and should be based on known abilities and/or 

attitudes. Coaches should be sure this decision is beyond reproach and be able to easily defend this 

decision. 

16. Specific Sport Rules 

Soccer 

We follow the guidelines of the Soccer Association for Youth. (SAY). 

Basketball 

Basketball for both boys and girls begins in the third grade. The boys and girls participate in the Greater 

Cincinnati Catholic Youth Sports (GCCYS) League.   

Baseball 

Baseball is governed by the rules of the North Region, Knothole Club of Greater Cincinnati.  Although 

baseball teams are not participating in the Catholic leagues, the charter guidelines apply and must be 

adhered to. 

Tennis & Golf 

Golf is governed by the Miami Valley Golf League and is comprised of both boys and girls in the 6th-8th 

grades.  Tennis is not governed by a league.  Individual matches are scheduled by the coordinator via 

contacting individual schools.  Girl’s tennis season takes place in the Fall and Boy’s tennis season is in the 

Spring.  Although tennis and golf teams are not participating in the Catholic leagues, the charter 

guidelines apply and must be adhered to. 

Volleyball 

Volleyball for both boys and girls begins in the 3rd grade.  The boys and girls participate in the Greater 

Cincinnati Catholic Youth Sports (GCCYS) League. 

Boys Football  

Football begins in the 3rd grade.  

Football is a combined team with St. Mary’s and St Francis De Sales, therefore, there is a player limit of 

25 players per parish per team. In the event we exceed these numbers we would have to appeal to the 

league for permission to continue or start our own team, which is costly. The normal cost for playing 

football is approximately $150 and the players pay that amount from both parishes. 
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Practices for football usually start the first week of August. Until school starts it is conceivable to 

practice almost every day. When the school year starts, practice is usually twice during the week, and on 

Saturday mornings. Games are on Sunday afternoons. 

The football program is a stand-alone operation. All proceeds from the gate and concessions are 

deposited in a pooled account and should be administered by the Treasurers of both Commissions. 

Financial support by the Christ the King Athletic Commission above and beyond the income generated 

by the program must be voted on by the Commission and should not exceed $1,200 per year. 

17. Trophies 

If a team wins a league championship and does not receive individual trophies from respective league, 

the Commission will pay for reasonably priced individual trophies or t-shirts. 

18. Parent / Coach / Player Relations (Charter 6.2.17) 

The backbone of the athletic program is our group of volunteer coaches who make the program work. 

Their time and commitment is not insignificant, with the average weekly time being five hours. If a 

problem should arise between a coach and a player or a player’s parent, the Commission will not 

become involved in the matter until all the aggrieved parties have attempted to resolve the problem 

through communication. If at all possible, parents should address and resolve differences regarding their 

child or child’s team directly with the head coach. 

In a situation that cannot be resolved directly with the coach, the Commission provides a mechanism for 

submitting complaints via on-line portal used for sports registration. This website will notify the AC 

President that a complaint has been submitted. Complaints will be discussed with that sports 

Coordinator and either the Coordinator or President will have a direct discussion with the coach 

involved and the parent(s) lodging the complaint either as a group or individually 

Only complaints that cannot be resolved will be brought up for discussion at the monthly Commission 

meetings. However, all Commission members should feel free to contact the AC President in regards to 

a complaint or issue. In extreme cases, and at the discretion of the AC President, the matter will be 

brought to the Grievance Committee for a decision.  This Committee’s purpose is to effectively manage 

and resolve any problems or conflicts in the athletics program that have reached the point of initiating 

that process.  The Committee should be comprised of the AC President, the Parish Pastor, the Spiritual 

Liaison, school or non-school principal (if deemed necessary), and the related Sports Coordinator (if 

deemed necessary).  Decisions of the Grievance Committee are final; however, an appeal may be made 

to the Commission if:  (a) due process as described in this document has been claimed to have been 

violated; or (b) other non- compliance with the by-laws and the Archdiocese Charter has been credibly 

alleged. 

(Exception: Football complaints will be directed to the Football Coordinator because of the 4 schools 

involved. For complaints involving a CPS Coach or Parent the coordinator will update the AC President). 
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19. Leagues and Tournaments (Charter 6.2.16) 

CTK Athletics will participate only in leagues approved by the Pastor or the Commission.  Tournament 

participation is limited to tournaments sponsored by leagues, or parishes or schools within the leagues. 

There shall be no financial or other obligation placed upon parents to participate in more tournaments 

than those for which the athletics organization has planned and paid. 

The  Commission  will  pay  for  one  league  entry  per  season  per  team. The Commission will pay for 

two reasonably priced local tournaments in addition to the parish sponsored tournament (Ron Speed 

Tournament) per season per team. Additional league entries or tournament entries will be subject to 

approval by the Commission.   

If Commission does not approve additional fees, and parents/coaches agree to participate in more 

tournaments, it is the responsibility of the team coach to pay the fees and collect the additional money 

from the player’s parents.   

20. Scheduling (Charter 6.2.8) 

Scheduling Criteria: Sundays, Triduum, and Religious Education. 

(a)        Sundays and Holy Days:  No scheduling of CTK athletics activities (including games, practices, 

tournaments, and other meetings) at parishes, schools or at Facilities, on or off-site, on Sundays and 

Holy Days before 1:00pm (e.g., 1:00pm kickoff, tipoff, starting whistle, etc.).  Also, no scheduling of 

athletics activities that adversely affect the CTK parish’s worship (for instance due to noise or parking 

problems) during Saturday and Sunday afternoon and evening liturgies. 

(b)        Triduum:  No scheduling of athletics activities (including games, practices, tournaments, and 

other meetings) on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday or Easter Sunday. 

(c)        Religious education and sacramental preparation:  Athletics activities (including games, practices, 

tournaments, and other meetings) are not to be scheduled when the children involved normally would 

be attending religious education, sacramental preparation programs and the like.   If conflicts occur, 

programs of religious education, sacramental preparation and the like take precedence.  Coaches are 

expected to support the faith formation of their players, and in no case are children to be penalized (for 

example, being required to sit out all or part of a game) by coaches or athletics leaders for missing a 

practice or game due to religious education, sacramental preparation, or participation in Sacraments. 

21.  Legal and Insurance Matters 

The provisions of the Charter referenced herein are based upon the intent of the Archbishop, the 

Archdiocese, and its agents and institutions, to abide by all Church, Archdiocesan, federal, state, and 

local laws and policies (Charter 7.1). 

Transportation (Charter 7.2) 

The same laws, policies and guidelines that govern other Archdiocesan programs, schools and ministries 

are in effect for athletics programs. 
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a. All passengers must wear seat belts, only one person per seat belt, 

b. When traveling in a caravan there must be a minimum of one adult per vehicle over 

the age of 21, if a vehicle is traveling alone there must be two adults.   

c. Children must be directly transported to their destination, or make only previously 

planned stops (e.g. stopping for food or gas on a long trip).  If an emergency stop 

must be made, all reasonable efforts must be made to ensure that two adults are 

present (e.g. calling another car in the caravan to pull over as well); 

d. Children must never be transported without the written permission from their 

parent or guardian. 

e. The driver’s insurance is the primary insurance coverage, not the Archdiocese.  

22.  Safety of Parish or School Gymnasiums, Athletic Fields, Athletic Facilities (Charter 4.3.4) 

The maintenance, upkeep, and general condition of a Facility are the responsibility of the parish or non-

parish school that owns the Facility. 

Coaches and adult athletics leaders should take care to ensure that their children are using Facilities that 

are safe and secure, including: 

(a) Gymnasiums: Paying attention to any apparent damage to backboards, bleachers, and other 

seating that could render such items unsafe. Gymnasiums that lack sufficient space outside the 

boundaries of play can pose safety risks to larger players whose momentum could carry them into walls 

or chairs; accordingly, it is recommended that athletics events for larger children be scheduled in larger 

gymnasiums. 

(b) Athletics Fields: Before beginning practice or play, coaches or athletics leaders should inspect 

the field(s) for any unsafe conditions. 

(c) Postponing or Cancelling: If it is apparent that the condition of a Facility may pose a risk of 

injury, coaches and athletics leaders are expected to postpone or cancel events until a safe Facility is 

available, and any such postponement or cancellation will not incur a penalty. 

(d) Reporting: Any problems with a Facility should be reported to: (i) the leaders of the parish, or 

non-parish school, responsible for the Facility, and (ii) the league leaders who schedule athletics events 

at the Facility. If the problems persist and as a result there are ongoing safety risks, the coaches, 

athletics leaders, league leaders or concerned parents should contact the Commission. 

23.  Miscellaneous 

Persons who operate the scoreboard will receive $10 per basketball and volleyball game. The 

Secretary/Scoreboard Coordinator will schedule those persons. 

At the end of each season, parents are encouraged to fill out the sports/coach evaluation form located 

on the Commission website. This will enable the Commission to improve its service and offerings to the 

parish. 

Each coach shall distribute guideline reminders at the beginning of each season. 
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By-Law Supplements 
A – Code of Conduct  

B – Sports offered 

C – Current Athletic Commission members  

   

 


