
GORILLA TOURNAMENT POLICIES  
�  

GENERAL PHILOSOPHY 
Gorilla Lax believes that tournaments are for the players. We expect parents and 
supporters to let them play, compete, have fun and try new things. In general parents 
and guardians should be more focused on training than tournaments. Training is where 
the real gains are made. 


At Gorilla, we play to win but, win or lose, tomorrow will always be a new day. We ask 
that you always reflect on the overall value of the season and not on one particular 
moment in time. 


TOURNAMENT SITE SELECTION 
Tournament selections are made based on several factors including but not limited to 
the quality of competition, exposure for players and location. While the majority of 
Gorilla teams will compete in the same tournaments, there are situations where certain 
teams will compete in different and/or out-of-state events. This happens more 
frequently with older age groups that need to participate in showcase or recruiting 
events.


In general, Gorilla teams are placed in the toughest division - listed as “AA” - offered at 
each tournament. There may be cases when teams are placed in other divisions based 
on the overall quality or makeup of the registered fields of teams. However, the Gorilla 
staff works directly with tournament organizers to ensure that our teams are being 
placed in the most competitive and appropriate divisions. 


TOURNAMENT ASSIGNMENTS 
Every player is assigned to one fall and two summer tournaments as part of their 
commitment from Gorilla. There may be circumstances when a player is invited to play 
in additional tournaments. These decisions are based on the specific needs of a team 
and are made at the coach’s discretion. 


Players who show up to a tournament uninvited and unassigned will not be 
allowed to play. No exceptions. 
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PLAYER PLACEMENT 
Decisions on what players are assigned to a specific tournament are made by the 
Gorilla coaching staff. Individual requests are not accepted. 


The decision as to what tournaments a player is assigned is a coach’s decision 
and not based around a player’s family schedule. While we do aim to assign siblings 
to the same tournaments for family convenience, there is no guarantee as every team 
has unique needs and requirements. The coaching staff also tries to keep North and 
Metro players together whenever possible. 


Every tournament roster will consist of 17 to 20 players.


TEAM PLACEMENT 
Decisions on what players are assigned to a specific tournament are made by the 
Gorilla coaching staff. Individual requests are not accepted as decisions are made 
based on numerous factors. While we do aim to assign siblings to the same 
tournaments for family convenience, there is no guarantee as every team has unique 
needs and requirements. 


Every tournament roster will consist of 17 to 20 players.


PLAYING TIME - GENERAL 
Gorilla coaches strive to give every player a fair amount of playing time over the course 
of a tournament and are looking for “team first” players. That does not mean equal time 
for every player during every game. There will be times whereby strategy or even by 
mistake players play more or less. There may also be a rare occasion where a player 
does not play at all. (i.e. if we have a hot goalie or shooter- we may not substitute them 
from game.) While these situations are limited, they might occur, but playing time will 
ultimately be balanced out over the course of the tournament. 


Playing time may also be reduced under the following circumstances: 


1. A player does not attend training regularly 

2. A player does not show a reasonable aptitude for the plays 

3. A player does not follow the direction of the coaches

4. A player displays any type of disrespect towards the coaching staff or officials

5. A player is not willing to play a position needed by a team in a certain situation
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PLAYING TIME - SPECIAL SITUATIONS  
A player who is not getting playing time is responsible for bringing it directly to the 
coach’s   themselves so that coaches are aware and can address it directly with that 
player or the entire team. We want our players to be able to advocate for themselves, 
so parents please let your child handle any situations that arise with the team. 


PLAYER EXPECTATIONS 
We expect all players to make every effort to attend all training sessions and 
tournament assignments. We understand that certain conflicts and illness, etc. occur. 
We simply ask that you be forthcoming with any attendance issues and communicate 
with coaches in a timely manner. Training sessions and game plans are developed 
ahead of time and built around our current personnel. Last-minute changes disrupt the 
effectiveness of our system. 

As our players get older, we expect them to be self-motivated and willing and able to 
take critique and feedback from coaches. They must also learn how to challenge 
themselves and understand the value of sportsmanship, leadership and determination. 
We also encourage them to speak directly to coaches and be confident to ask 
questions and solve problems on their own.


Players – not parents – should be advocating for themselves on any issue that 
they have on their team. This is an important part of the learning experience. 
Parents should encourage players to handle whatever issues arise within the 
confines of the team.  

PARENT EXPECTATIONS 
We expect proper sideline behavior which includes no coaching or negative comments. 
There is no better role that you can serve during the game than to be that supportive, 
positive voice. We also ask that parents refrain from discussing or assessing any 
individual player with another parent or member of the Gorilla family.  


As a rule, parents should wait at least 24 hours before bringing an issue to a 
coach. This policy allows your player time to address it on his own as well as the 
adults the benefit of time to reflect on the issue. If issues linger email your concerns to 
info@gorillalax.com. Coaches have been instructed to not discuss any issue with 
parents that have not first been brought to their attention by the player. 
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ADDITIONAL EXPOSURE 
As players age into high school, those interested in playing in college will have to travel 
more and play more to be seen by recruiters. There will be additional tournaments for 
Gorilla players at the high school level based on player recruitment goals. This critical 
exposure is an added bonus of the program, and there are additional costs associated 
with this opportunity that will be communicated to families.
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