
Knothole West Baseball 

Board Members Meeting Minutes 

 

Date, Time and Location:  Bill and Gene met on Saturday, January 19 to discuss Senate Bill 534 at the 

Sharonville Bob Evans.  Prior to the meeting, emails and materials had been circulated about SB 534 

to/from and amongst Glenn, Gene and Bill.  The essential conclusion from the meeting was that it was 

not really clear whether or not SB 534 applied to our West Region.  Guidance would be sought from 

GCKA at the GCKA Board Meeting on this issue.  Also briefly discussed was the possible addition of 

Corpus Christi to the West Region. 

 

Date, Time and Location:  Glenn, Gene and Bill met on Wednesday, February 6 at the Breakfast 

Restaurant near the I-275 and Sharon Road Exit.  Items discussed were the following: 

1. SB 534.  GCKA still had the compliance question under advisement.  Matter was being 

reviewed by GCKA’s legal counsel.  Further information may be provided and/or additional 

language may be added to the Player/Coach Agreements (formerly the Knothole  Contract). 

a. We discussed the pivotal compliance questions (definition of “amateur athlete” and 

determining whether or not GCKA participated in any tournaments sanctioned by or 

through an affiliate of USA Baseball).  We also discussed the penalty provisions . 

2. Olympian Club – we have not heard officially, but Olympian Club may well start playing 

some games with Northwest Baseball.  This is a TBD matter. 

3. GCKA/Sharonville issue- GCKA has refused our request to require Sharonville to return to 

the West Region (they will remain in the North Region).  The West agreed to Sharonville 

joining the North Region last year to allow them to field a team in the knothole competitive 

division.  It was anticipated that Sharonville would resume participation in the West Region.  

GCKA has decided to honor Sharonville’s request to remain in the North Region.  This is a 

decision that is extremely disappointing to the West Region Board. 

4. Corpus Christi – Bill spoke with Wayne Fields (Hero’s Sports Club) and Gene met with Wayne 

and two other members of the Board.  This is the new management for Corpus Christi 

Athletics.  They want to play Knothole Baseball (and not play with Northwest Baseball).  But 

they are operating a parallel select program for which admission fees are charged.  Hero’s 

wants to charge an admission fee for knothole games as well.  This issue was discussed and 

the consensus  was that an admission fee should not be charged.  This would create 

confusion, and while we were not aware of any formal rule prohibiting charges,  it was our 

collective understanding that admission charges were not used in Knothole Baseball.  Gene 

is going to have further discussions with Wayne Fields on this issue. 

 



5. Gene is going to follow up on a request for a team (believe a combined team) from St. 

Martins and St. Williams to play in the West Region at the U-13 level. 

 

6. There was a brief discussion of GCKA forming relationships with Dicks Sporting Goods that 

could result in local communities being able to acquire equipment at reduced prices. 

 

Date, Time and Location:  Bill met with Jeff Wiles on Wednesday, February 13 at the Panera Bread Hyde 

Park location – the primary focus of the meeting was a discussion of permits for North Hills Baseball, a 

community participating in the West Region.  Items pertaining to the West Region discussed were the 

following: 

1.  The Sharonville Question – discussed above.  No change.  Jeff advised that this was an 

executive decision he made in the spirit of what he believed was in the best interest of 

Knothole Baseball. 

2. Creation of a new CPS Region:  North Hills (and likely Fariview/Clifton Mt. Airy and Friars 

Club as well) would be eligible to join this region if (and that is the operative question ‘if’) 

such a region is formed.  If formed the Region would handle all of the administrative 

functions (registering, permitting, field assignments, umpires etc.).  There appears to be a 

strong effort being made to create this new region next year.   

3. SB 534.  Concerns about timing of changing forms and/or adding new training requirements 

at this stage of the season were expressed in the context of the internal discussions outlined 

above as to the applicability of SB 534 to Knothole Baseball.  Jeff advised he would share 

these thoughts with legal counsel for GCKA. 

4. Jeff did recognize the extraordinary accomplishments and level of service provided by Glenn 

to Knothole Baseball in Cincinnati.  GCKA acknowledges that Glenn is a pillar of Knothole 

Baseball in Cincinnati. 


