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Welcome to the NOVA Cool Cats Special Hockey Team! 

This special needs hockey team was formed in 2004 and exists for the enrichment of the athlete 
with a developmental disability. 
Our program works in the following way: 
 

1. Being able to skate is a requirement to be on the Cool Cats Hockey team. This can be 
done by enrolling in skating lessons at any local ice rink. Private lessons are also 
acceptable. If you need help finding skating lessons please email Amanda at 
novacoolcats@verizon.net.  

2. Parents and children come to observe a Cool Cats practice. 
3. You will need to go to our website novacoolcats.org and to Register Online for our team. 

Instructions on how to register are under Player Information —> New Player Information 
on the left side of the page.  

4. Registration- By the date when your child is scheduled to come to practice, you MUST 
give Amanda your USA Hockey and American Special Hockey Association (ASHA) 
Registration Number. They MUST be completely filled out and signed before your child 
is allowed on the ice. NO FORMS, NO GOING OUT ON THE ICE. This is for 
insurance purposes. 

a. Registration for USA Hockey:  https://membership.usahockey.com/.  
b. Registration for ASHA: https://americanspecialhockey.org/user/register  

5. Equipment- All Equipment is provided except for the under armour hockey jock with 
cup. Please see the attached equipment sheet. Our equipment manager, Joyce Brawley, 
will talk to you about your player’s sizes. We equip your child with the necessary hockey 
equipment. It helps if you go to the pro shop and get your player’s foot measure for 
skates.  

6. Your child’s name will be put on a waiting list for the next available spot to come and 
practice with the team. 

7. Team Snap - For attendance, we use an app called TeamSnap that you will be required 
to have. It is very important that you respond yes or no to practices and games. Please try 
to respond at the beginning of each month for the full month. You can go in at any time 
to change your response if needed.  Please respond to the Team Snap by Thursday of 
every week. This will help the coaches plan practice for that week. You will receive 
an email that will have a link for you to sign up at.  

8. Fees- Your child is allowed on the ice three times to see if it's a good fit to be on the 
team. Before the third practice, you must let Amanda and Joyce know if your child wants 
to participate. At that time, the coaches will also discuss their skating abilities. At the 
time, a refundable equipment deposit of $100 and a $200 player fee for the season is 
required, for a total of $300. The $100 covers the cost of the hockey equipment and will 
be returned to you once the equipment is returned.  
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9. Fundraising- The Cool Cats are a charity and fundraising is an important part of our 

program. Since the Cool Cats equip players with all hockey equipment, it is important 
that parents do their part to raise money for the hockey team. Our biggest fundraiser is 
the Golf Tournament which is held in June. We expect each family to help raise funds for 
the team. We also participate in the CFC and America’s Charity.  

10. Tournaments- We go to Frankenfest Tournament in New Jersey every October, UCT 
Tournament, Disabled Festival and Special Hockey International Tournament. We 
usually go to at least two tournaments a year. Dates and Locations change every year. 
These tournaments require transportation and hotels. It is very important that you 
respond to emails efficiently so we can plan for each tournament. There are 
deadlines that we need to make and there are tournament managers for each 
tournament.  

11. Practice- Our practice will be at MedStar Capital Iceplex. The ice we receive is from 
Arlington County so times may vary. Please see novacoolcats.org for practice times for 
that day on the rolling banner at the top or the calendar on the right or on TeamSnap. 
Please respond to the Team Snap by Thursday of every week. This helps the coaches 
plan for practice and games.  

12. Safety on the ice- We do NOT tolerate the use of inappropriate language and unnecessary 
roughness (i.e. hitting, pushing, tripping other players, coaches and mentors). If this 
occurs more than once during practice your player will have to leave the ice. Please talk 
to your player about safety on the ice.  

 
If you have any questions, please email Amanda at novacoolcats@verizon.net Please also visit 
our website at www.novacoolcats.org. 
 
Here are some important people to know in our organization: 
 
Head Coach/President: Randy Brawley 
Assistant Coaches: Wally Reed, Liz Ross, Amanda Brawley, Andy Smith 
Team Manager: Amanda Brawley 
Equipment Manager: Joyce Brawley 
 
Board of Directors: 
President/Executive Director: Randy Brawley 
Treasurer: Joyce Brawley 
Secretary: Chrissy Smith 
Board Members: Donna Budway, Jon Davenhall, Mike Meyers, Wally Reed 
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Athlete Name: _________________________________________________ 
Age/ Birthday: ______________________________ 
Disability: __________________________________ 
How many years has your player been skating:_______________ 
Parent/Guardian name/s and contact numbers: 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________ 
Positive things about your player: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reinforces for you athlete: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
What to avoid with your athlete: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Likes and Dislikes: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

How does your athlete communicate? 
___________________________________________ 
 
What to do if your player has a meltdown? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

mailto:madref@verizon.net


 
 

New Player Equipment Form 
Please Print, Fill out and give to Joyce Brawley 

 
Date-____________________________________________________ 
Name-___________________________________________________ 
Parents Names-____________________________________________ 
Email Address-____________________________________________ 
Shoe Size-________________________________________________ 
Shirt Size-___________________________Height:_______________ 
Pants Size-__________________________Weight:_______________ 
Right or Left Handed-______________________________________ 
Overall Physical Build-______________________________________ 
Things Coaches need to know-________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
*You will need to purchase under amour hockey jock with cup with 
Velcro on them to hold their socks up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Equipment Manager USE ONLY: 
____ Helmet  ____ Shin Guards 
____ Shoulder Pads  ____ Practice Jersey 
____ Elbows  ____ Skates 
____ Gloves         ____ Stick 

 



 

____ Hockey Pants  ____ Bag 
____ Socks  

 


