
NSLL Player Participation Rule & Penalties 
 
Little League Baseball has a mandatory player participation rule for every team 
player.  Reg. IV(i) Reads as follows: 
 
 “Every player on a team roster will participate in each game for a minimum 
of six (6) defensive outs and bat at least once (1)”.  Six (6) defensive outs is 
intended to be (2) full innings on defense in the event the inning ends from run 
rule in lieu of (3) outs. “Bat at least once” is defined as: A player enters the 
batter’s box with no count and completes that time at bat by being retired, 
retired as a batter-runner or runner, scores, or the inning or game ends. 
 
Penalty:  The player(s) involved shall start the next scheduled game, play any 
previous requirement not completed from the previous game and the 
requirement for the current game before being removed. 
 
The Manager or Coach shall for the: 

A. First Offense – receive a written warning. 
B. Second Offense – a suspension for the next scheduled game. 
C. Third Offense – a suspension for remainder of the season. 

 
Players who are injured or in some other way unable to participate, but in 
attendance and in uniform, must be listed on both teams’ scorecards as 
ineligible for that game.  This shall be brought to the attention of the umpire in 
chief of that game. 
 
North Shore Little League strongly encourages and expects its coaches to 
go beyond the Little League minimum requirement for playing time with all 
players. 
 
Coaches should make every effort to extend a fair amount of playing time to 
each player.  All players should be given the opportunity to play in the infield 
unless the coach determines it a safety hazard to the player. 
 
Note: 
All players are expected to: 
Be starters in at least 4 games 
Play at least 2 full games without being removed 
Never play the minimum three games in a row 
 


