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737 Comstock Avenue Inc. (a.k.a. House Corp.) 

Meeting Minutes 

January 11, 2020 

Syracuse, NY 

 

Alumni Brothers in Attendance (via Zoom) 

Hank Suominen (Board President and Treasurer), Bill Gerbig (Board Secretary), Bill Beach (Board 
Member), Phil Oldham (Board Member), Greg Sozek (AAB), Brad Short (Alumni Association President, 
Board Member), Steve Oliva (Board Member), John Predmore (Grand Praetor), John Honis (AAB), Jim 
Fini (AAB), Ted Collins (AAB), Paul Artruc, Jamie Bersani, Chris Dowd (Board Member), Dante Sesti, 
Cobey Beach (Chapter Advisor), Chet Klimek, Joe D’Eramo 

Undergraduate Brothers in Attendance 

Nick Valentino (Consul), Miles Reines (Pro Consul), Tommy Nolan (Consul) 

Others in Attendance 

none 

 

HOUSE CORP. MEETING 

Hank opened the meeting at 10:05 a.m. 

Roll Call of Active Members – To qualify as an Active Member of the corporation, an individual must be 
both: (i) a General Member; and (ii) a dues-paying member in good standing of the Central New York 
Alumni Association. The General Member’s roster was used to mail notice of the Annual Meeting on 
September 10, 2020 to 1,034 General Members and notices were received within the time frame which 
is not less than 10 days nor more than 50 days from the date of the Annual Meeting.  A copy of the Roll 
of Active Members is used to take attendance and determine if a quorum (10% of the Active Members) 
is present. At the time of the meeting there are 81 Active Members in Good Standing – a quorum is 8. 
There are 19 present in the meeting today. A quorum is present. 
 
Election of Board of Directors 

a. Five Candidates for Four Positions - Three-year term ending November 2023. 
i. Bill Beach 1968 – A Psi Psi Member since 1968, past president and treasurer and a 
boardmember since 2008. Bill’s accomplishments have been recognized with the award 
of anOrder of Constantine and William T. Bringham Best House Corporation Officer 
Award 
ii. Hunter Viscarello – A member of Psi Psi Chapter in since 2016. 
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iii. Joe D’Eramo – A member of Psi Psi Chapter in since 2016. 
iv. Dante Sesti - A member of Psi Psi Chapter since 2019. 
v. Paul Artruc – A member of Psi Psi Chapter since 1983, new board member 
 

Hank proposed we grow the board by 1 member to accept all 5 candidates. 
a. Moved by Brad Short 
b. Seconded by Phil Oldham 
c. By unanimous vote, all 5 were elected/re-elected as Board Members 

 
Brad Short moved to adjourn the meeting. 
Bill Gerbig seconded. 
 
Meeting was Adjourned at 10:10. 
 
 

Election of Officers: 
 
With no new candidates, Hank Suominen was re-elected as President and Treasurer, Phil Oldham was 
re-elected as Vice President, and Bill Gerbig was re-elected as Secretary. 

 
 
General Discussion: 

 
Hank expressed that our alumni participation rate (dues paying members) is lower than it should be 
especially among recent graduates. 

After much debate, the House Corporation decided to open the house for the fall semester with 29 
members and pledges moving in.  With facial recognition and temperature screening, we’ve had good 
results.  3 members not living in the house were tested positive for COVID-19, but no live-ins with 25 
days to go in the semester.  The University has published a schedule for the spring, but it’s possible that 
conditions will change by then.  Parlor tax was eliminated since live-outs aren’t allowed in the house, 
but although we’re operating at a loss, we’re still in good financial shape, head and shoulders above our 
peers.   

The University is our biggest threat with its anti-Greek sentiment.   

The AAB has been a great addition.  It was officially formed in January, but was active before that.  The 
members are John Honis, Jim Fini, Ted Collins, Greg Sozek, Scott Ward, and Geoff Geruso. They help 
with day-to-day chapter matters, allowing House Corp. to focus on the real estate and relieving Hank 
Suominen of that additional responsibility.  Cobey Beach was also appointed as our new Chapter 
Advisor. The AAB got involved in hazing allegations that were unfounded and driven by University bias, 
and their efforts resulted in a successful outcome.  The Chapter has better support than ever.  The AAB 
assists the chapter with financial matters, ritual, Saltine Sig, and living conditions in the house, which is 
better than it has been in many years. 
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John Honis commented that the focus of AAB was initially on financial controls and ritual, but the 
infractions became the primary focus when they became an issue.  Alumni involvement is the key.  The 
University listens to the alumni.  The Saltine Sig has been improved.  There is now a new infraction we’re 
dealing with. 

Nick Valentino took us through the new case file, which is based on 3 complaints from Student Monitors 
who are employed to look for social gatherings.  A Dome employee filed a complaint about a large 
gathering with loud music.  DPS officers were invited into the house where they found no large 
gathering, but only brothers playing loud music with no guests.  The music was turned down and DPS 
left.  The 2nd complaint involved 6 female students trying to enter the house.  They were not admitted, 
which DPS confirmed.  The 3rd complaint involved a gathering in the parking lot around 2 AM.  DPS did 
not observe a gathering when they investigated, but learned that some members of Phi Kappa Psi and 
Sigma Phi Epsilon tried to break into our house through the kitchen window.  They were not admitted 
and left.  There were about 30 of them.  Only 7 undergrads were home at the time, but were able to 
prevent access to the intruders.  Nonetheless, there will be a hearing with University representatives 
who are anti-Greek, and it needs to be taken very seriously.  John Honis confirmed that it will be a 
challenge, and we will be employing legal advocacy who also helped with the previous incident in the 
spring.  Nick commented that the Chancellor is ready to eliminate fraternities who give them any cause 
to do so.  They want to prevent rushing in the spring, which would make it very difficult for a fraternity 
to meet their financial obligations.  There will be a hearing with University representative Eric Nestor on 
11/4. 

The 3 out-of-house brothers who tested positive for COVID-19 have faced suspension for not 
cooperating with the University.  They left campus when they tested positive to protect others, and 
were given probation and not allowed to use campus facilities for the rest of the semester.  The 
University is aware that the Chapter is being proactive, and FASA claims the University is rooting for the 
Greek system.  Our prevention system is working well.  We probably wouldn’t be concerned with the 
latest issues if we weren’t on probation.  We should get through this one as well, but there’s always a 
risk.    

John Honis expressed that we need more alumni involvement and unity with other Greek organizations 
to fight for the Greek system.  John Predmore mentioned a similar situation at Harvard, and agreed with 
John that unity is the answer.  He congratulated the chapter and chapter leadership for their efforts.  
Phil Oldham added that the AAB serves as a good example of alumni involvement after graduation, and 
encouraged the undergraduate members to use the support of the AAB to influence actives to stay 
involved as alums.   

John added that one of the most important accomplishments of the AAB to date was to recruit Cobey 
Beach to the role of Chapter Advisor.  Cobey stepped up and is working effectively with chapter 
leadership and the alumni to bridge the gap between actives and alums.   

Jim Fini asked if the IFC has an alumni thread, and Nick said he didn’t’ think so.  John Predmore 
commented that IFC is part of NIC, and Sigma Chi is an active member of NIC. 
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Nick added that campus fraternities are functioning like one group with meetings every Friday.  
Recognized fraternities are scrutinized while unrecognized fraternities are not.  At a recent meeting, 
fraternity leaders asked Pam Peters, Associate Dean and head of IFC, why they should stay recognized, 
and she didn’t have an answer. 

John Honis mentioned that there may be a growing trend to become unaffiliated with the University.  
Belonging to IFC only creates unrealistic standards.  The upside of IFC is the structured rush program and 
acknowledgement in University publications.  HQ doesn’t support dis-affiliation, but that might start to 
change.  John Predmore explained that HQ just changed the wording in the governing laws to recognize 
chapters that weren’t affiliated with a University, but their preference is that their chapters are 
“welcome guests” of the University. 

Hank suggested that the undergrads from all chapters build a contact list of their alumni and reach out 
to them to rally support.  Jim Fini suggested social media campaigns.  This is a leadership opportunity.  
We’re in a “gun fight” and have to find a way to raise attention to the issue.  Hank added that in order to 
be effective, we need an organized campaign to put pressure on the University. 

Bill Beach asked if the Chancellor meets with IFC and fraternities.  John Honis answered that Pam Peters 
and the IFC meet with the chancellor, but when false charges arise, they don’t fight them.  A local 
attorney told John that the University would like to eliminate the fraternities and take their land.  There 
is too much negative bias against the Greek system in the press and general public opinion. 

Greg Sozek, AAB member, has been helping the chapter with ritual, and asked that if any other alums 
want to get involved they reach out to the AAB.  The AAB meets weekly with Hank Suominen and Bill 
Gerbig and it’s been an effective process.   

Hank awarded $13,000 in scholarships to the undergrads, $1000 each to 13 different actives.  The 
source of the funds are the Joseph Nelson scholarship, the Sigma Chi Foundation, and the Central NY 
Alumni Chapter.  Ted Collins, AAB member, will be taking over the scholarship responsibility going 
forward.  Ted is also assuming responsibility for the Alumni Newsletter.   

We could use a good webmaster. 

Brad Short has been coordinating reunion efforts.  We’re hoping for a Clambake in the Spring.  The last 
weekend in June will continue to be an annual alumni retreat/reunion weekend.  All those who have 
participated agree that it’s been an entertaining well worth attending. 

The house is in great shape and will be closed after Thanksgiving break.  A sanitizing process will take 
place over break.   

Brad Short commented that he is stunned by the results of the AAB and thankful for their efforts.  John 
Honis added that the AAB members were amazed by what’s been done by alums like Bill Beach, Hank, 
and the rest of House Corp for all these years, and didn’t appreciate it until they got involved.  That 
understanding motivated them to step up, so how do we reach the rest of the 1000+ alums to 
contribute to the effort?  We need to bring others into the fold, especially younger guys with lots of 
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energy.  That’s the key to the longevity of the house.  Jim Fini suggested that we need a rallying cry.  
We’re faced with a big issue of our own that’s part of a larger issue for the entire Greek system.  Hank 
suggested that the Saltine Sig is our current vehicle for reaching out to our alums, and we could send out 
more issues if that helps.  Phil Oldham suggested that era champions could be used to reach other alums 
form the same era. 

Bill Beach asked about the Chapter’s financial situation.  John Honis answered that they started the 
semester with a debt of $35,000 of debt to Gill Grilling, originally $52,000, which has been paid off.  
Overdue dues to HQ of $8000 has also been paid.  The only debt left is $10,000 to House Corp owed by 
individuals responsible for damage in Fall ’19 and Spring ’20.  Hank added that the first $25,000 of the 
debt to Gill Grilling came from individuals who hadn’t paid, and John Honis negotiated a discount from 
$27,000 down to $14,000 to resolve the issue.  John added that the undergrads used excess social funds 
to pay some of the debt, and House Corp’s reduction of the common area fees helped give them the 
funds they needed to pay the rest of the debt.  Jim Fini helped by getting the source data to Greek 
Capital Management to aid in collecting the receivables.   

Spring occupancy is planned at 29.  More are interested in moving in, but the house is full.  Nick 
Valentino commented that “everyone wants live in the house.”  What a difference from recent 
semesters and a testament to chapter leadership and alumni involvement. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

William Gerbig 

William Gerbig, Secretary 


