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737 Comstock Avenue Inc. (a.k.a. House Corp.) 

Meeting Minutes 

January 11, 2020 

Syracuse, NY 

 

Alumni Brothers in Attendance 

Hank Suominen (Board President and Treasurer), Bill Gerbig (Board Secretary), Bill Beach (Board 
Member), Scott Ward (by phone), Dan Davidson, Phil Oldham (Board Member, by phone), Greg Sozek 
(AAB), Brad Short (Alumni Association President, Board Member), Steve Oliva (Board Member), John 
Predmore (Grand Praetor), John Honis (AAB), John Trop (Alumni Association VP), Hunter Viscarello 
(Board Member, by phone), Jim Fini (AAB), Ted Collins (AAB) 

Undergraduate Brothers in Attendance 

Tommy Nolan (Consul), Tommy Guy (Pro Consul), Chris Smallwood (Steward), Max Ducoste 
(Recruitment Chairman), Dylan Katz, Miles Reines (Historian), Vasilios Latsuvakes, James Carver, 
Christopher Dalo, Rodrigo Altamirano 

Others in Attendance 

Jim Whitbread (House Manager), Lisa Leonard (House Staff) 

 

HOUSE CORP. MEETING 

Hank opened the meeting at 9:05 a.m. 

Minutes were approved from 9/14/19 

 

Approved Move-In list 

21 are expecting to move in, but not all have been approved (9 out of 21).  Some 
members paid GCM instead of 737 Comstock Ave., so Hank hasn’t received payment 
from them.  Hank expressed that making payments is an easy process and wastes 
Hank’s, Jim’s, and Lisa’s time when it’s not done correctly.  Room switch fees also need 
to be paid by some members, and they have been notified.  The fee to switch rooms is 
$200 to switch rooms. 
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House Ownership Clarification 

Metropolitan Syracuse Sigma Chi Fraternity Alumni Association, Inc. purchased the 
house in 1969.  That name is now officially 737 Comstock Ave., Inc., which, per the by-
laws is a NYS not-for-profit, but not a charitable organization.  The Corporation is owned 
by the members of 737 Comstock Ave., Inc.  In order to be a member, you must be a 
graduated member of the Psi Psi fraternity (exceptions permitted, i.e. Steve Oliva), and 
at least 22 years of age.  In order to participate in the affairs of the organization, 
members need to pay dues.  No member has any financial interest in the property.  The 
corporation exists to provide housing for the undergraduate chapter or another tenant.  
If the house were sold, the funds would go into a trust that would be managed by the 
Sigma Chi Foundation.  The Corporation can decide what happens to the proceeds, but 
no individual has any rights or access to them. 

 

Post Initiation Property Damage 

Back charges for damages from last semester total $20,021.18.  Hank reviewed the list 
of damage and those responsible (provided by the chapter).  Tommy Nolan explained 
that some of the furniture may be too fragile for normal use.  Hank explained that 
normal wear and tear is expected, but the house was left in general disarray, from the 
bathrooms to the bedrooms, and the damage extends well beyond the furniture.  He 
also expressed that chapter behavior needs to change with respect to taking care of the 
house and its contents. 

Prior to the meeting, Hank requested the following: 

1. Everyone on the list of damages was required to attend the meeting or contact 
Hank.  This requirement was met. 

2. Checks for payment in full were to be received before the meeting unless other 
arrangements were made. 

3. The Chapter needs to police its own conduct.  A Chapter-imposed punishment 
system needs to be provided to House Corp., and the community service 
penalty must be served with evidence provided to House Corp. 

Connor Wilson asked how the Chapter plans to address these issues, and they 
responded that the E-Board has a process that they are confident will be effective. 

The meeting continued with individual discussions as to member in good standing 
worthiness of each member on the damage list.  
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Current Amended Property Damage Policy: 

No staples are to be used to secure party props. 

No props are to be stored in the side egress hallway.  This is a safety issue. 

Props must be small enough for removal by two people – lifting not dragging. 

Post party cleanup must be completed by 10 a.m., and the house must be presentable 
to visitors by then. 

House Corp. will consider suspending social events or an alcohol free house if violations 
persist. 

Hank asked if the Chapter’s was having too many social events or if the number of 
attendees to social events is too high.  The current building code has a limit of 228 
people.  Reducing that number for social events was discusssed.  Some expressed that 
property damage doesn’t happen during parties, but safety is an issue.  Tommy Nolan 
expressed that the social calendar is already limited this semester, and with Rush 
coming up, there will be no parties for almost two months.  No decisions were made.  

 

Chapter A/R: 

The Chapter has a balance due to House Corp. of $40,399, which includes 2020 CAAA 
fees of $18,826.  Tommy Nolan said that John Aviles is prepared to make that payment. 

 

Occupancy 

2019-20 room only contracts as of 12/26/19 total 29 for Fall and 21 for Spring, for a 
total of 50 for the academic year.  Capacity is 64.  Total number of actives is now 93, 
with 15 abroad, and 1 withdrawn.  In order to balance the operating budget, the 
shortfall in room only and CAAA fees will be allocated as an under-occupancy surcharge 
of $30 to each live-in and live-out active member, billed to the chapter and collectable 
by the chapter.  Room fees are targeted to be 15% less than University fees.  Hank 
explained that there are many different ways to split the fees between live-in and live-
out brothers, and House Corp. is open to suggestions.  

House living conditions were discussed as a deterrent to filling the house.  Issues need 
to be communicated to Jim and Hank, and active members need to take responsibility 
for maintaining house conditions conducive to actives wanting to live in the house.  Fully 
functioning bathrooms at all times is a good start. 
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Winter Break Projects Completed 

Phase 2 floor refinishing 

Basement VCT refinishing 

 

F20-S21 Room Only Registration Deadlines 

Housing waivers are due to SU by 2/19/20.  The University will only allow 1/3 of 
sophomores to get waivers. 

Headcount forecast is due 3/28/20 

Room Only program registration opens 3/30/20 

Room Only program registration closes 4/18/20, and a late fee of $500 applies to 
anyone registering after 4/18/20. 

 

Sigma Chi Board of Grand Trustees Award 

737 Comstock Ave., Inc., received the Outstanding House Corporation Award again for 
2018-19, its 8th year in a row. 

 

House Corp. meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

 

ALUMNI AFFAIRS (Chaired by AAB and Chapter Advisor) 

The Alumni Advisory Board Members and Mission were introduced. 

Alumni Association Update & Reunions 

Clam Bake 2020 is scheduled for 4/25/20. 

70’s and 80’s Reunion/Retreat at the Chapter House is scheduled for June 25-28 with 
two rounds of golf and additional activities planned.  All are encouraged to attend.  
Registration is on the website or by contacting Hank directly. 

 

Saltine Sig Publication Deadlines 

Start date:  12/13/19, Copy Due to Elavate:  1/17/20, Target to Mail Date:  2/14/20 
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Magazine of Sigma Chi Publication Deadlines 

Summer:  3/15/20 

Fall:  5/1/20 

Winter:  9/15/20 

Spring:  12/1/20 

 

Alumni Big Brother 

Phil Oldham expressed that we need more alums to volunteer for the program.  Phil is 
the President of the NYC Alumni Chapter and encouraged all Psi Psis to get involved and 
participate in their events.  Current contact information is also lacking and we need help 
with that.  Jack Brotman is the undergraduate liaison for getting this off the ground.  

 

New Business 

Bill Beach asked the actives to consider a higher standard when selecting candidates 
during Rush – maybe fewer active members would serve us well. 

Hank reminded everyone of the scheduled reunion weekend in June, and the benefits of 
alumni connections and relationships, and the connection to the 737 Comstock Ave. 
property. 

Bill Beach proposed that we try to refurbish the framed pictures and plaques on display 
in the foyer. 

John Predmore asked about pledging legacies with Rush coming up.  Jim Fini asked if 
there was a written procedure for how legacies are considered, and should there be 
one.  Tommy Nolan explained that the approval threshold for a legacy is lower than that 
for a non-legacy.  
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CHAPTER AFFAIRS 

Status of Leadership Terms and Living in the Chapter House 

The Chapter officers have transitioned to academic year from calendar year.  No rules 
have been established for officers living in the house. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

William Gerbig 

William Gerbig, Secretary 


