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737 Comstock Avenue Inc. (a.k.a. House Corp.) 

Meeting Minutes 

October 1, 2022 

 

Alumni Brothers in Attendance (via Zoom) 

Bill Gerbig (Board Secretary), Bill Beach (Board Member), Greg Sozek (AAB), Brad Short (Alumni Chapter 
President, Board Member), Steve Oliva (Board Member), John Honis (AAB), Ted Collins (AAB), Paul 
Artruc (Board Member), Scott Ward (AAB), Dylan Honis, Mike Yates (Alumni Chapter Treasurer) 

Undergraduate Brothers in Attendance 

James Donarski (Consul), Aidan Headrick (Pro Consul) 

Others in Attendance 

None 

 

HOUSE CORP. MEETING 

Bill Gerbig, on behalf of President Hank Suominen, who was unable to attend, called the meeting to 
order at 9:45 a.m. 

At the initial time of the meeting (9 a.m.), with 103 Active Members in Good Standing, quorum was 10.  
With only 9 members present at the time, the meeting was not opened.  Later arrivals resulted in a 
quorum and the meeting was opened after the Meeting of the Board of Directors.  For consistency, 
these minutes are in the originally scheduled order per the agenda.   

Election of Board of Directors.  3-year terms are expiring for four current members of the board: 
Hank Suominen  Psi Psi ‘74 
Phil Oldham  Psi Psi ‘66 
John Bersani  Psi Psi ‘79 
Chris Dowd  Psi Psi ‘12 

All four are eligible for another 3-year term expiring November 2025.  Hank Suominen proposed in the 
meeting agenda to re-elect all four to another term, scheduled to end in November ‘25.  A vote was 
taken and all were in favor of extending their terms.   

Brad Short moved to adjourn the meeting, Bill Beach seconded the motion, and all were in favor.   
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Bill Gerbig called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. 

Election of Officers.  After a roll call of board members, nominations were opened for election of 
officers.  The four incumbents were: 

President Hank Suominen 
Treasurer Hank Suominen 
Vice President Phil Oldham 
Secretary Bill Gerbig 

Hearing no new candidates nominated, Mike Yates moved to keep all officers the same.  Brad Short 
seconded, and all were re-elected by unanimous vote. 
 
House Corp. Report.  Per the meeting agenda, the Alumni Association currently has over 1900 names in 
its database with 81 active members in good standing.   
 
Our current financial condition is good, with $239,826 in current assets, however, this is down $108,607 
from one year ago, the cost of keeping the house closed for the 2021-22 academic year.  Our only 
liabilities are current payables.  The mortgage is paid in full, and we have a $50,000 line of credit.   
 
Our 10-year capital plan includes several “big ticket” items as listed in the agenda for this meeting.  They 
total around $1M, thus our annual $100,000 annual capital budget. 
 
Ted Collins announced scholarship winners for 5 awards: 
 Joe Nelson Scholarship ($2000)  James Donarski 
 Alumni Association ($1000)  James Donarski 
 Sigma Chi Foundation ($1500)  James Donarski 
 Sigma Chi Foundation ($1500)  Jordan Edelstein 
 Sigma Chi Foundation ($1500)  Connor Tarpey 
Ted explained that the scholarships were awarded based on the strength of the applications and 
contribution to the active chapter. 
 
With the meeting agenda complete, Brad Short moved to adjourn, John Honis seconded, and all were in 
favor 
 
The Board of Directors meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
With the formal meetings adjourned, discussion ensued on several issues that deserve being 
documented here. 
 
Dues Paying Members.  Several alums questioned the reasons for the small number of dues paying 
members who graduated after 1990, and the need for participation from younger alums in House Corp, 
Alumni Association, and the Alumni Advisory Board.  Currently, almost all of the participating members 
graduated in the 70’s and 80’s.  This is not sustainable, and we need to try to figure out a way get 
participation from more recent graduates.  Geoff Geruso has agreed facilitate an outreach program. 
 
Derby Days.  James announced that Derby Days would be returning in the Spring semester and the 
chapter is hoping for strong support from alumni.  
 
Alumni Association Finances.  Mike Yates reviewed the current financial condition of the Alumni 
Chapter.  Although we have a healthy balance of over $17,000, our current costs with Elevate have 
increased with the expanded Saltine Sig we’ve been sending.  Elevate charges for the last 12 months is 
almost $16,000, and they are charging a transaction fee of almost 20% for contributions made by credit 
card.  This initiated further discussion about how to reduce the portion of our receipts that go to 
Elevate.   
 
Recruitment.  With 30 new pledges, the chapter expects to return to previous membership levels in a 
few semesters.  We have 12 active members currently, and all non-members currently living in the 
chapter house are now pledges, soon to be active members.  The chapter expects another strong rush in 
the Spring semester, when the candidate pool is typically much larger than in the Fall.  Grady O’Neil, 
Magister, is working with Ryan Gunther on the pledge program and initiation plans.  With such a large 
class, conducting an effective ritual will be a challenge.  James Donarski explained that other chapters 
have agreed to let them borrow supplies.  Rob Case, Psi Psi and President of the NYC Alumni Chapter, 
offered to help.  All of the new pledges need to register on the website very soon.  Sciarabba Walker will 
bill them for the pledge fee.  The Magister and Quaestor need to make sure this happens.  
 
Board Club.  Things have been running relatively smoothly with Upper Crust, but they have been 
difficult to work with in some situations, including a questionable refusal to serve meals the first week of 
the semester due to inadequate kitchen supplies.  Their cost for the Homecoming Event seems 
excessive, and we discussed alternative ways to handle homecoming and clam bake in the future. 
 
Horizons and KTLW.  James and Aiden shared positive experiences from both events and plans to 
encourage others to participate.  KTLW is mandatory for Consul, Pro Consul, and Quaester, and it’s 
suggested that the Magister attend as well.  Anyone running for these offices needs to be aware of the 
expectation so they can plan for it and get registered early. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

William Gerbig 

William Gerbig, Secretary 


