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US Lacrosse Insurance/Risk 
Management Committee
The US Lacrosse Insurance/Risk Management committee 
(I/ RM), a subcommittee of the US Lacrosse Finance 
and Audit Committee, oversees all insurance and risk 
management activities for US Lacrosse. The committee 
annually evaluates and makes recommendations concerning 
the organization’s membership insurance program and 
business insurance coverages to ensure that the organization 
and its members are adequately and appropriately 
insured. The committee, in conjunction with the insurance 
program administrator, is also responsible for continuously 
evaluating and strengthening the risk management policies 
and procedures of the organization. The I/RM committee 
also makes recommendations to the US Lacrosse Board of 
Directors for additional insurance coverages and associated 
risk management practices for consideration and approval by 
the Board, as needed.

The 2017 US Lacrosse Insurance and Risk Management 
Subcommittee is comprised of the following individuals, each 
of whom brings a depth of professional experience relative to 
insurance, law and risk management:

Appointed Committee Members

Mark Otto, Chair (Pittsburgh, PA)

Jon Butler (Pennington, NJ)

Kris Bremer (Albany, NY)

Chris Passavia (New York, NY)

US Lacrosse Staff & Program Administrator

Steve Stenersen, US Lacrosse CEO (staff)

Bruce Griffin, Director of Health & Sport Safety (staff)

Cara Morris, VP of Finance & Administration (staff)

Lori Windolf Crispo, President, RPS Bollinger (Insurance 
program administrator)
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Insurance Program at a Glance: 
5  Pillars of Excellence

At US Lacrosse, our goal is to create the highest quality 
lacrosse experience for our members so that they can enjoy 
a lifetime with the sport in varying roles. This can only 
happen if participants have a fun and safe experience 
and if – despite a potential injury – they are able to get 
back in the game. Risk management and player safety are 
critical to our ability to achieve these goals. A key aspect 
of our risk management plan to protect members is the US 
Lacrosse Insurance Program. The US Lacrosse Insurance/
Risk Management committee has established the highest 
quality insurance standards for the sport of lacrosse, with 
a corresponding member insurance program to protect all 
registered members for injuries they may sustain or lawsuits 
they may be pulled into as a result of their involvement with 
lacrosse.

Why is insurance important?
In any contact or collision sport, the risk of injury to 
participants is high. In lacrosse, knee injuries are the most 
common with an average cost over $25,000 per claim. 
More serious injuries can also occur – from head injuries and 
concussions, to spinal injuries and even fatalities. For these 
reasons, US Lacrosse provides high-limit Excess Accident and 
Catastrophic Accident insurance as a safety net for members 
to help them manage the costs of medical treatment if they 
are injured during lacrosse activities.

The second piece of the insurance program is General 
Liability insurance. These days, having a solid program of 
liability insurance is as important as a stick and ball. We 
live in a blameful and litigious society, and lawsuits in sports 
have become the norm, whether they have merit or not. Even 
though participants are aware of and assume the inherent risk 
of playing sports, they may still sue in the event of an injury. 
Injuries to spectators, as well as broken windshields or other 
types of property damage to others are also common. The 
US Lacrosse insurance program provides a plan of General 
Liability and Excess Liability insurance to protect members 
in the event of a claim. Lawsuits and lawyers cost money. 
We want to make sure that our members have the proper 
insurance, and the legal defense and the expert attorneys that 
they need. At US Lacrosse, providing an exceptional Accident 
and Liability insurance program as a benefit of membership 
enables us to help all of our members in time of need.

US Lacrosse Insurance Plan – The 5 Pillars of Excellence

Through dedicated work over the last decade, the US 
Lacrosse Insurance/Risk Management committee has built a 
best-in-class program of insurance to cover a broad spectrum 
of exposures that members face each time they take the field. 
The insurance program and its distinguished benefits are 
founded on the 5 Pillars of Excellence:

1. High-limit, comprehensive package of Excess 
Accident and Liability insurance: For your 
membership dollars, you received $3 million dollars 
in coverage under the US Lacrosse Insurance Program. 
This includes a $1 million combined limit for Excess 
Accident and Catastrophic Accident insurance to cover 
members if they are injured during lacrosse activities; 
and a $2 million limit of liability per occurrence (with a 
$6 million aggregate limit per location) to automatically 
cover member players, coaches, and officials while 
participating in or organizing lacrosse activities.

Under the Excess Accident and Catastrophic Accident 
policies, there are other elements that set the US 
Lacrosse program apart from other plans on the market. 
They include: a 10-year benefit period – an important 
feature if a severe injury require multiple surgeries over 
an extended period of time; a $250,000 Catastrophic 
Cash benefit (lump sum) for Paralysis or Coma; a 
$20,000 Accidental Death benefit (including coverage 
for fatal Cardiac Arrest or Stroke); no exclusions for 
overuse injuries; and a Game-Fee Reimbursement 
benefit for officials.

Under the liability plan, comprehensive coverage 
is provided for spectator injuries, participant legal 
liability (lawsuits from participants), property damage 
to others, sexual abuse and molestation liability, claims 
arising out of concussion or head injury, and liquor 
liability. In today’s market, particularly with the intense 
scrutiny on concussions in youth sports, we are very 
proud of our high-limit insurance program. Please see 
the specific sections for each policy type in the US 
Lacrosse Insurance Guide in order to gain a broader 
understanding of these plans.

2. Unparalleled value dollar for dollar: While 
insurance is not the only benefit of membership in US 
Lacrosse, it is a very tangible one. For the low cost 
of annual membership, each individual is protected 
by $3 million dollars’ worth of insurance coverage 
($1mm Accident/Catastrophic insurance, and $2mm of 
Liability protection). This is meaningful when you have 
a knee injury and are faced with a $50,000 hospital 



MC_0000379A 5

bill, or if you are sued as a result of your involvement 
in lacrosse. The buying power of US Lacrosse and 
its 450,000 member base makes it possible to offer 
these kinds of limits affordably to each and every 
member, as well as to teams, leagues and events (at 
no additional cost) who have 100% registered member 
participants. In addition, our 15-year partnership 
with RPS Bollinger and Markel Insurance Company 
has created a stable program for our members. Our 
insurance partners understand our risks so thoroughly 
and place such credibility in all of our safety and risk 
management protocols, that they are willing to offer a 
substantial program of coverages to our membership 
– at continuing competitive rates – despite the current 
turbulent situation in the sports insurance industry where 
many carriers are limiting or excluding coverage for 
concussion and sexual abuse liability.

3. All Lacrosse, all the time. Two unique attributes of 
the US Lacrosse Insurance Program are that it extends 
to ALL play of amateur field lacrosse AND that your 
insurance coverage follows you wherever you go to 
play or participate in lacrosse. In most situations, if you 
join other organizations, the insurance only covers you 
when you play for that particular team or league. As 
a US Lacrosse player member, your insurance follows 
you if you play on multiple teams, if you go to a camp 
and if you play in tournaments. As a coach or official, 
you are covered at all levels of amateur lacrosse, from 
rec, to high school, to college and masters. You do not 
need to join multiple organizations to be insured for all 
of your coaching or officiating duties: US Lacrosse has 
got you covered!

4. Cheaper is not better. From time to time, we hear the 
comment that people don’t need to join US Lacrosse 
because they can buy cheaper insurance elsewhere. 
Yes, there is cheap insurance available in the market 
that may provide you with the certificate of insurance 
you need to rent a field. However, cheap liability 
insurance typically means that it does not include the 
important coverages that your sports organization 
needs. Sports insurance is specialized and is not 
something you buy off-the-shelf.

A policy not written by a sports specialist would likely 
exclude the exact coverages you need, such as: 
participant legal liability (for claims from players who 
are injured); sexual abuse liability (for incidents involving 
abuse or molestation); coverage for concussions (a 
prominent exclusion in many policies nowadays); 
and cheap insurance may restrict the limits of liability 

you need, offering less than the $2 million limit that 
US Lacrosse provides. Some cheap liability policies 
available on the internet actually exclude coverage for 
athletic activities – in other words, you would be buying 
nothing but a piece of paper. Accident insurance 
can also be bought cheaply on line; however, again, 
there will be significant limitations to the policy (higher 
deductibles and exclusions) and a $1 million limit like 
US Lacrosse’s policy would be nearly impossible to 
purchase by an individual team or league. The richness 
of US Lacrosse’s Insurance Plan reflects the buying 
power of a large organization as well as the expertise 
that has gone into structuring the program.

5. Speaking of expertise – We understand that the 
majority of coaches, players, officials/referees and 
organizers of lacrosse activities are volunteers who 
dedicate countless hours to providing an engaging 
lacrosse experience for participants. You don’t have 
time to be the expert in insurance, or the latest medical 
trends or in the legal climate within amateur sports. And 
you don’t have to be. The US Lacrosse Insurance/
Risk Management committee and the US Lacrosse 
Sports Science & Safety committee have done that 
work for you. The I/RM committee is comprised of 
industry experts who have put together the best program 
of insurance for you and your participants, as well 
as providing expert risk management guidance for 
your organization. Couple that with the research and 
development done by the Sports Science and Safety 
committee each year to protect lacrosse participants, 
and you’ll see why over 450,000 members around the 
country rely on US Lacrosse to provide best practices in 
risk management and player safety.

We are proud of our insurance program and we are 
not resting on our laurels. New coverages and benefits 
are being considered by the I/RM committee at each 
quarterly meeting. And, in the interest of education and 
communication, we have developed this 2017 Guide to 
the US Lacrosse Insurance Program to ensure that all of our 
constituents understand the robust benefits that are being 
provided as part of their US Lacrosse membership. Please 
take the time to read through this Guide and after doing so, 
I think you will agree that the US Lacrosse Insurance Program 
represents the highest quality program available today.
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How does the USL Member Insurance 
Program Protect Me? - I am a Player
1. As a US Lacrosse member, you automatically 

receive a package of Accident & Liability 
Insurance that covers you for any organized amateur 
lacrosse you play in during the 12 month term of 
membership, whether those activities take place in the 
U.S. or abroad. The US Lacrosse Member Insurance 
goes into effect upon the date of receipt of your new or 
renewal membership application in US Lacrosse’s office 
(usually same day if applying on-line). If you or your 
coach mail in your application to USL, coverage does 
not go into effect until the application is received in US 
Lacrosse’s office. You can look up your membership 
status on-line at:

USL.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.
aspx?TabID=266

2. Concerned about getting injured while playing 
lacrosse? The Accident policies protect you with a $1 
million dollar limit in case you are hurt during lacrosse 
activities. This coverage is there as your safety net to 
cover medical, dental, Rx, physical therapy and other 
related expenses. This policy is Excess, so if you have 
other healthcare coverage, that policy pays first – then 
any out-of-pocket expenses or remaining balances can 
be submitted to the USL Accident plan. There is also a 
deductible ($1,000 for Youth, High School and Adult 
Women Players, and $3,000 for Adult Male Players) 
which must be met before the USL policy pays its 
benefits. However, for a serious injury like a torn ACL, 
this policy may pay out thousands of dollars on your 
behalf – helping you get back on the field quickly.

3. What if I get sued? While no one wants to hire 
lawyers or end up in court, US Lacrosse takes the sting 
out of legal matters with the USL Liability Insurance 
plan. If you are sued as a result of injuring someone or 
causing property damage during a lacrosse activity (an 
errant shot that shatters a car’s windshield, for example), 
the USL Liability policy will handle the lawsuit for you 
from beginning to end. Markel Insurance Company will 
arrange for an attorney to represent you and will cover 
the legal bills, settlements or indemnity payments that 
you incur (according to the terms of the policy).

4. Am I covered even if the other people on my 
team are not US Lacrosse members? Yes – as long 
as your membership is in force and you are a member 
in good standing with US Lacrosse, your insurance 

coverage is there for you. It doesn’t matter if you are 
playing with non-US Lacrosse members, or if you go to 
an event that is sponsored by an independent lacrosse 
organization – the US Lacrosse Member Insurance 
follows you for the duration of your membership.

5. Will the USL insurance plan cover me if I play Box 
Lacrosse? Yes, you are covered if you play indoors 
using standard “field lacrosse” rules. However, you 
should be aware that the US Lacrosse Liability policy 
excludes coverage for indoor lacrosse that allows 
boarding or cross-checking in its rules – whether called 
Box Lacrosse or not. It is common for indoor groups 
to call themselves Box Lacrosse even though they play 
by field lacrosse rules. If the indoor rules prohibit 
boarding and cross-checking, you are fully 
covered by the USL plan.

Covered Activities for Players
1. Standard Lacrosse Activities: Players are covered for 

scheduled games, team practice sessions, tournaments, 
camps, clinics and sponsored team/league activities 
(as defined below in “Other Supervised Activities”), 
provided they are under the direct supervision of a 
team coach or other officially designated team/
league member. No coverage is provided for pick-up 
games, unsupervised practices, individual workouts, 
practices or conditioning (going to the field to do your 
own drills; going for a run, etc.), or “hacking around” 
with your lacrosse stick in someone’s backyard. As a 
player member, you are only covered for playing – not 
coaching or officiating. If you also participate as a 
coach or official, you must register with US Lacrosse in 
each category to be covered by the insurance program 
for those activities.

2. Any and All Amateur Field Lacrosse: The US 
Lacrosse Member Insurance Plan provides coverage for 
the play of any and all Amateur Field Lacrosse, from 
Rec play, to HS, to Intercollegiate, to Masters, whether 
taking place in the U.S. or abroad. The USL insurance 
covers only lacrosse played by “field lacrosse rules” on 
indoor or outdoor fields. Under the General Liability 
policy, indoor lacrosse is covered only where boarding 
and cross-checking are specifically excluded by the 
rules. 

3. Other Supervised Activities: Team or league 
meetings, banquets and usual, non-hazardous 
fundraisers, such as bake sales, car washes and other 
similar, low-risk events are covered. “Hazardous” 

https://usl.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=266
https://usl.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=266
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fundraisers include activities such as bounce-houses, 
hiring petting zoos or hosting concerts, which will 
need to be individually underwritten and may incur 
an additional premium. No coverage is provided for 
any event that includes fireworks. Please contact RPS 
Bollinger if you are hosting a function that may be 
considered ‘hazardous’ or high risk.

4. Group Travel – Accident Insurance: The USL 
Accident policies DO provide coverage for injuries 
incurred during Group Travel only. Group travel refers 
to a group of team members going directly to or from 
a lacrosse activity. If there is an auto accident or bus 
accident, for example, and players are injured, the US 
Lacrosse Accident policies will respond on an excess 
basis (after the Auto insurance, no-fault insurance and/
or primary health insurance policies have paid their 
benefits). No coverage is provided for injuries incurred 
during individual travel – such as a parent driving their 
child to a game, or a player driving to or from practice.

5. Group Travel – Liability Insurance: The USL Liability 
policies DO NOT provide coverage for lawsuits 
stemming from Group or Individual Travel. Specifically, 
there is NO auto liability or any other liability 
coverage for lawsuits arising out of the transportation of 
participants under the US Lacrosse Insurance Program. 
This means that there is no coverage for coaches, 
parents, players, or volunteers who drive players or 
others to any lacrosse activity. Therefore, Bollinger and 
US Lacrosse strongly advise teams or leagues who 
are transporting participants to make certain that the 
designated drivers and vehicles are properly licensed 
and fully insured. Please refer to the US Lacrosse Risk 
Manual for safety tips and guidelines for transportation.

Policy Limits for Players
This is a summary of benefits. For full details on each 
policy, please refer to pages 20-28.
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Basic Excess Accident Policy
This policy is the first layer of the 2 Accident policies that 
make up the US Lacrosse Accident Plan.

Accident Medical Expense Limit $100K limit per Injury

Accidental Death Benefit $20K (incl. Cardiac/
Circulatory coverage*)

Accidental Dismemberment 
Benefit $20K principal sum

Deductible - Adult Male Players $3K per Injury

Deductible - Youth, HS & Adult 
Women Players $1K per Injury

Deductible – National Team 
Players $0 per Injury

(for injuries incurred during Nat’l Team practices & events 
only; if injured during regular play, above deds. apply)
Physical Therapy/Chiropractic 
limit

$2K (limited to $50 
max. charge per visit)

Durable Medical Equipment limit $2.5K maximum

Policy Benefit Period 104 weeks from date 
of injury

Full Excess Coverage

Full Excess Coverage: The Basic Accident policy is written 
on a Full Excess Basis meaning that it pays only after any 
other collectible insurance has paid its benefits. If no other 
insurance is in place, the policy pays on a primary basis 
after the deductible has been applied.

*Accidental Death Benefit - Cardiac/Circulatory 
Coverage: If a player dies within 48 hours of a Cardiac 
or Circulatory (Stroke) incident during a covered activity, this 
benefit will be paid to the member’s family. The Accident 
policies do not provide any other coverage for sickness or 
illness. Therefore, no payments for any medical expenses 
resulting from the cardiac or circulatory incident will be made 
under the US Lacrosse Accident plan; only the Death Benefit 
is payable.

**Deductible: The deductible under this policy applies to 
each injury regardless of payments made or deductibles 
taken by other (primary) insurance.

Catastrophic Accident Policy
This policy is the 2nd layer of Accident coverage for US 
Lacrosse members – providing up to $1 million in Accident 
Medical Expense benefits.

Accident Medical 
Expense Limit $1M

Benefit Period 10 Year Benefit Period

Catastrophic Cash Benefit 
for Coma/Paralysis $250K Lump Sum

Deductible $100K

Deductible Incurral Period 104 weeks from date of injury

Catastrophic Injury 
Extended Benefits

Up to an additional $1M in 
Disability, Adjustment, Family 
Counseling, Remodeling/
Adaptation, & College 
Education benefits
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When is an injury eligible for 
coverage under the Catastrophic 
Accident policy?
To be eligible for coverage, an injured member’s accident 
claim must exceed a $100,000 payout within 104 weeks 
from the date of injury. This $100,000 deductible under the 
Catastrophic Accident policy can be met either by payments 
from the injured person’s primary healthcare policy, or by 
the US Lacrosse Base Accident policy (or a combination 
of the two), or by the injured person paying the remaining 
difference to meet the $100,000 deductible.

Once a claim is eligible for coverage under the Catastrophic 
Accident plan, any subsequent medical expenses resulting 
from that injury, such as additional surgeries or rehabilitation, 
would be covered for up to 10 years from the date of Injury. 
In the event of a serious injury, this is meaningful since 
medical expenses can spread out over a period of many 
years, especially among younger players who may have to 
wait until after they have finished growing to have follow-up 
surgeries.

Important note: The Basic and Catastrophic Accident 
policies cover only those medical/dental expenses arising 
out of Accidental Injuries that occur during covered activities. 
The policies do not provide coverage for claims arising 
out of sickness, illness or bodily conditions. For example, 
no coverage is provided for heart attack, stroke, disease, 
pregnancy or other such conditions (except for the Accidental 
Death benefit, which specifically extends coverage to 
fatalities caused by heart attack and stroke).

General Liability & Excess Liability 
Policy Limits
The primary focus of the General Liability policies is to cover 
claims and lawsuits arising out of Bodily Injury or Property 
Damage to others arising out of lacrosse activities. The 
General Liability and Excess Liability Combined Policy Limits 
provided to members are:

Limit of Liability per Occurrence $2M

General Aggregate Limit per Location $6M

Products & Completed Operations Aggregate $3M

Personal Injury/Advertising Injury Limit $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit per occurrence $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit aggregate $3M

Damage to Premises Rented to you $300K

Medical Payments (to non-participants) $5K

Deductible $0

Examples of Liability Claims
• A player is seriously injured (Bodily Injury) during a 

game and sues the player who hit him for negligent 
contact.

• A spectator gets hit with a ball in the eye (Bodily Injury) 
and sues the player who shot the ball and the Field 
owner for not protecting spectators from errant shots.

• Players on an overnight trip with their team are victims 
of hazing by other players (defined as Bodily Injury). 
Their parents sue the accused players and the coaches 
in a civil suit.
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How does the USL Member Insurance 
Program Protect Me? - I am a Coach
1. As a US Lacrosse member, you automatically 

receive a package of Accident & Liability 
Insurance that follows you for coaching any organized 
amateur lacrosse games, practices, tournaments, clinics, 
camps or related activities during the 12 month term of 
your membership, whether in the U.S. or abroad. The 
US Lacrosse Member Insurance goes into effect upon 
the date of receipt of your new or renewal membership 
application in US Lacrosse’s office (usually same day if 
applying on-line). If you mail in your application to USL, 
coverage does not go into effect until the application is 
received in US Lacrosse’s office. You can look up your 
membership status on-line at:

USL.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.
aspx?TabID=266

2. Concerned about getting injured while coaching 
lacrosse? The Accident policies protect you with a $1 
million dollar limit in case you are hurt while coaching 
lacrosse. These policies serve as a safety net to cover 
your medical, dental, Rx, and other related expenses. 
This policy is Excess, so if you have other health 
insurance, that policy pays first – then you can submit 
out-of-pocket expenses or remaining balances to the US 
Lacrosse Accident plan, subject to a $1,000 deductible 
($500 for Certified Coaches) which must be met before 
the USL policy pays its benefits.

3. What if I get sued by one of my players? While 
no one wants to hire lawyers or be taken to court, US 
Lacrosse takes the sting out of legal matters with the 
USL Liability Insurance plan. If you are sued as a result 
of an injury to someone or property damage to others 
(for example, you are sued as a result of damage to 
an indoor facility when an errant ball breaks a trophy 
case).

4. Am I covered as a Coach even if all the players 
on my team are not US Lacrosse members? Yes 
– as long as your membership is in force and you are 
a member in good standing with US Lacrosse, the USL 
Accident and Liability insurance coverage is there for 
you.

5. If I am a paid coach, is my US Lacrosse Accident 
Insurance invalidated? This is a gray area 
because paid coaches fall under the definition of 
“employee”(which requires Workers Compensation 
insurance) and not “independent contractor” (which 
doesn’t require Workers Comp). Both the USL 
Accident and Liability policies exclude claims “eligible 
for Workers Compensation or Employer’s Liability 
coverage.” As a paid coach, your team is legally 
responsible to provide Workers Comp insurance for 
injuries you may incur while working. The ambiguity 
arises if you are paid but your league has not 
purchased Workers Comp. It is possible in this instance, 
that your injury could be considered for coverage by 
USL’s Insurance (although it doesn’t relieve your team/
league of the legal duty to provide Workers Comp – 
for which they could be liable or fined by the state’s 
Workers Comp board). To fully protect yourself, either 
work as a volunteer coach or, if you are paid, make 
sure the team provides Workers Comp insurance for 
you.

Covered Activities for Coaches
1. Standard Lacrosse Activities: Coaches are covered 

during scheduled games, team practice sessions, and 
sponsored team/league activities (as defined below 
in “Other Supervised Activities”). Coaches are also 
covered for one-on-one or group training/conditioning 
sessions that they run, and while attending coaches’ 
clinics. As a coach member, you are only covered 
for coaching – not playing or officiating. If you also 
participate as a player or official, you must register with 
US Lacrosse in each category to be covered by the 
insurance program for playing or officiating.

2. Any and All Amateur Field Lacrosse: The US 
Lacrosse Member Insurance Plan provides coverage for 
the play of any and all Amateur Field Lacrosse, from 
Rec play, to HS, to Intercollegiate, to Masters, whether 
taking place in the U.S. or abroad. The USL insurance 
covers only lacrosse played by “field lacrosse rules” on 
indoor or outdoor fields. Under the General Liability 
policy, indoor lacrosse is covered only where boarding 
and cross-checking are specifically excluded by the rule.

https://usl.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=266
https://usl.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=266
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3. Other Supervised Activities: Team or league 
meetings, banquets and usual, non-hazardous 
fundraisers, such as bake sales, car washes and other 
similar, low-risk events are covered. “Hazardous” 
fundraisers include activities such as bounce-houses, 
hiring petting zoos or hosting concerts, which will 
need to be individually underwritten and may incur 
an additional premium. No coverage is provided for 
any event that includes fireworks. Please contact RPS 
Bollinger if you are hosting a function that may be 
considered ‘hazardous’ or high risk.

4. Group Travel – Accident Insurance: The USL 
Accident policies DO provide coverage for injuries 
incurred during Group Travel only. Group travel refers 
to a group of team members going directly to or from 
a lacrosse activity. If there is an auto accident or bus 
accident, for example, and players are injured, the US 
Lacrosse Accident policies will respond on an excess 
basis (after the Auto insurance, no-fault insurance and/
or primary health insurance policies have paid their 
benefits). No coverage is provided for injuries incurred 
during individual travel – such as a parent driving their 
child to a game, or a player driving to or from practice.

5. Group Travel – Liability Insurance: The USL Liability 
policies DO NOT provide coverage for lawsuits 
stemming from Group or Individual Travel. Specifically, 
there is NO auto liability or any other liability 
coverage for lawsuits arising out of the transportation of 
participants under the US Lacrosse Insurance Program. 
This means that there is no coverage for coaches, 
parents, players, or volunteers who drive players or 
others to any lacrosse activity. Therefore, Bollinger and 
US Lacrosse strongly advise teams or leagues who 
are transporting participants to make certain that the 
designated drivers and vehicles are properly licensed 
and fully insured. Please refer to the US Lacrosse Risk 
Manual for safety tips and guidelines for transportation.

Policy Limits for Coaches
This is a summary of benefits. For full details on each 
policy, please refer to pages 20-28.
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Basic Excess Accident Policy
This policy is the first layer of the 2 Accident policies that 
make up the US Lacrosse Accident Plan.

Accident Medical Expense Limit $100K limit per Injury

Accidental Death Benefit $20K (incl. Cardiac/
Circulatory coverage*)

Accidental Dismemberment Benefit $20K principal sum

Deductible – Non-Certified 
Coaches $1K per Injury

Deductible – Certified Coaches $500 per Injury

Physical Therapy/Chiropractic 
limit

$2K (limited to $50 
max. charge per visit)

Durable Medical Equipment limit $2.5K maximum

Policy Benefit Period 104 weeks from date 
of injury

Full Excess Coverage

Full Excess Coverage: The Basic Accident policy is written 
on a Full Excess Basis meaning that it pays only after any 
other collectible insurance has paid its benefits. If no other 
insurance is in place, the policy pays on a primary basis 
after the deductible has been applied.

*Accidental Death Benefit - Cardiac/Circulatory 
Coverage: If a coach dies within 48 hours of a Cardiac 
or Circulatory (Stroke) incident during a covered activity, this 
benefit will be paid to her/his family. The Accident policies 
do not provide any other coverage for sickness or illness. 
Therefore, no payments for any medical expenses resulting 
from the cardiac or circulatory incident will be made under 
the US Lacrosse Accident plan; only the Death Benefit is 
payable.

**Deductible: The deductible under this policy applies 
to each injury regardless of payments made or deductibles 
taken by other (primary) insurance.

Catastrophic Accident Policy
This policy is the 2nd layer of Accident coverage for US 
Lacrosse members – providing up to $1M in Accident 
Medical Expense benefits.

Accident Med. Expense Limit $1M

Benefit Period 10 Year Benefit Period

Catastrophic Cash Benefit 
for Coma/Paralysis $250K Lump Sum

Deductible $100K

Deductible Incurral Period 104 weeks from date of 
injury

Catastrophic Injury Extended 
Benefits

An additional $1M in 
Disability, Adjustment, 
Counseling, Remodeling/
Adaptation & College 
Education benefits

When is an injury eligible for coverage 
under the Catastrophic Accident policy?
To be eligible for coverage, an injured member’s accident 
claim must exceed a $100,000 payout within 104 weeks 
from the date of injury. This $100,000 deductible under the 
Catastrophic Accident policy can be met either by payments 
from the injured person’s primary healthcare policy, or by the 
USL Base Accident policy (or a combination of the two), or by 
the injured person paying the remaining difference to meet the 
$100,000 deductible.

Once a claim is eligible for coverage under this plan, any 
subsequent medical expenses resulting from that injury, such 
as additional surgeries or rehabilitation, would be covered for 
up to 10 years from the date of injury. In the event of a serious 
injury, this is meaningful since medical expenses can spread 
out over a period of many years.

Important note: The Basic & Catastrophic Accident policies 
cover only those medical/dental expenses arising out of 
Accidental Injuries that occur during covered activities. The 
policies do not provide coverage for claims arising out of 
sickness, illness or bodily conditions. For i.e., no coverage is 
provided for heart attack, stroke, disease, pregnancy or other 
such conditions (except for the Accidental Death benefit, which 
specifically extends coverage to fatalities caused by heart attack 
& stroke).
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General Liability & Excess Liability 
Policy Limits
The primary focus of the General Liability policies is to cover 
claims and lawsuits arising out of Bodily Injury or Property 
Damage to others arising out of lacrosse activities. General 
Liability and Excess Liability Combined Policy Limits provided 
to members are:

Limit of Liability per Occurrence $2M

General Aggregate Limit per Location $6M

Products & Completed Operations Aggregate $3M

Personal Injury/Advertising Injury Limit $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit per occurrence $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit aggregate $3M

Damage to Premises Rented to you $300K

Medical Payments (to non-participants) $5K

Deductible $0

Examples of Liability Claims
• A player is seriously injured (Bodily Injury) during a 

game and sues the coach and the team for allowing 
rough play.

• During practice drills, a coach hits a player accidentally 
in the eye (Bodily Injury). The player’s family sues the 
coach for damages when the player is not able to 
participate in recruiting showcases due to the injury.

• The windshield of a car is damaged by an overthrown 
ball (Property Damage to others) and the owner of the 
car submits the bills for repair to the team coach for 
payment.

• Players at a tournament held on a college campus set a 
Porta-Potty on fire (Property Damage to others) and the 
college bills the coaches for the damage.
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How does the USL Member Insurance 
Program Protect Me? - I am a 
Referee/Official
1. As a US Lacrosse member, you automatically 

receive a package of Accident & Liability 
Insurance that follows you for officiating any organized 
amateur lacrosse games, tournaments, clinics, camps 
or related activities during the 12 month term of your 
membership, whether in the U.S. or abroad. Coverage 
is in force for your officiating duties, whether or not the 
teams on the field are 100% US Lacrosse members. 
As an Official, you are also covered by the liability 
policies if you serve as an Assignor for lacrosse. The 
US Lacrosse Member Insurance goes into effect upon 
the date of receipt of your new or renewal membership 
application in US Lacrosse’s office (usually same day if 
applying on-line). If you mail in your application to USL, 
coverage does not go into effect until the application is 
received in US Lacrosse’s office. You can look up your 
membership status on-line at:

USL.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.
aspx?TabID=266

2. Concerned about getting injured while officiating 
lacrosse? The Accident policies protect you on an 
excess basis with a $1 million dollar limit (with a 
$1,000 deductible, $500 for Certified Officials) in 
case you are hurt while officiating lacrosse. We hope 
you will never have to use it – but it’s there as a safety 
net to cover your medical, dental, Rx, physical therapy 
and other related expenses. In addition, there is a 
Game Fee Reimbursement coverage that provides up 
to $5,000 in missed games, ($7500 for Certified 
Officials) if you are prevented from officiating lacrosse 
games due to an injury you received while officiating 
lacrosse. For a description of Game Fee Reimbursement 
benefits, please see page 21.

3. What if I get sued by an injured player? While 
no one wants to hire lawyers or be taken to court, US 
Lacrosse takes the sting out of legal matters with the USL 
Liability Insurance plan. If you are sued as a result of 
an injury to someone during a covered lacrosse activity, 
the USL Liability policy will handle the liability claim 
from beginning to end. Markel Insurance Company will 
arrange an attorney to represent you and will cover any 
legal bills, settlements or payments (according to the 
terms of the policy).

4. If I am a paid official, is my US Lacrosse Accident 
Insurance invalidated? No. Most states recognize 
that paid officials are independent contractors. As 
such, you are not subject to Workers Compensation 
insurance laws -- and the USL Accident and Liability 
policy exclusions for “injuries covered by Workers 
Compensation Insurance” would not apply. Therefore, 
paid officials are fully protected by the US Lacrosse 
Accident and Liability policies.

5. Do I need to officiate by certain rules in order for 
my USL Insurance to be in force? It is recommended 
that you use the established, appropriate rules for each 
gender/age group/level of play in order to promote 
the highest safety standards (whether US Lacrosse 
rules, NFHS, NCAA, FIL, etc.). There is no longer 
a stipulation in the liability policy that coverage is 
contingent upon upholding “appropriate” rules. This 
does not mean that you are immune from being held 
liable or negligent if you allow 8-year-olds to play full 
contact rules. If someone is seriously injured, the officials 
can be held responsible as the arbiters of game safety. 
As such, always do what is best to protect the players 
under your control and yourself by adhering to the 
appropriate rules.

Covered Activities for Officials
1. Standard Lacrosse Activities: Referees and 

Officials are covered for officiating scheduled games, 
tournaments, clinics and sponsored lacrosse activities 
(as defined below in “Other Supervised Activities”). As 
an Official/Referee member, you are only covered for 
officiating and for your role as an Assignor of lacrosse 
– but not for playing or coaching. If you also participate 
as a player or coach, you must register with US Lacrosse 
in each category to be covered by the insurance 
program for those activities.

2. Any and All Amateur Field Lacrosse: The US 
Lacrosse Member Insurance Plan provides coverage for 
the play of any and all Amateur Field Lacrosse, from 
Rec play, to HS, to Intercollegiate, to Masters, whether 
taking place in the U.S. or abroad. The USL insurance 
covers only lacrosse played by “field lacrosse rules” on 
indoor or outdoor fields. Box Lacrosse (played indoors 
where boarding and cross-checking are permitted by 
the rules) is specifically excluded under the General 
Liability policy.

https://usl.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=266
https://usl.ebiz.uapps.net/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=266
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3. Other Supervised Activities: Officials’ association 
meetings, training clinics, banquets and usual, non-
hazardous fundraisers, such as bake sales, car 
washes and other similar, low-risk events are covered. 
“Hazardous” fundraisers include activities such as 
bounce-houses, hiring petting zoos or hosting concerts, 
which will need to be individually underwritten and may 
incur an additional premium. No coverage is provided 
for any event that includes fireworks. Please contact 
RPS Bollinger if you are hosting a function that may be 
considered ‘hazardous’ or high risk.

4. Group Travel – Accident Insurance: The USL 
Accident policies DO provide coverage for injuries 
incurred during Group Travel only. Group travel refers to 
a group of officials going directly to or from a lacrosse 
activity. If there is an auto accident or bus accident, 
for example, and officials are injured, the US Lacrosse 
Accident policies will respond on an excess basis (after 
the Auto insurance, no-fault insurance and/or primary 
health insurance policies have paid their benefits). 
No coverage is provided for injuries incurred during 
individual travel – such as an official driving to a game 
or tournament.

5. Group Travel – Liability Insurance: The USL Liability 
policies DO NOT provide coverage for lawsuits 
stemming from Group or Individual Travel. Specifically, 
there is NO auto liability or any other liability 
coverage for lawsuits arising out of the transportation of 
participants under the US Lacrosse Insurance Program. 
This means that there is no coverage for coaches, 
parents, players, or volunteers who drive players or 
others to any lacrosse activity. Therefore, Bollinger 
and US Lacrosse strongly advises members who are 
transporting participants to make certain that the 
designated drivers and vehicles are properly licensed 
and fully insured. Please refer to the US Lacrosse Risk 
Manual for safety tips and guidelines for transportation.
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Policy Limits for Officials
This is a summary of benefits. For full details on each 
policy, please refer to pages 20-28.

Basic Accident Policy
This policy is the first layer of the 2 Accident policies that 
make up the US Lacrosse Accident Plan.

Accident Medical Expense 
Limit $1M limit per Injury

Accidental Death Benefit $20K (incl. Cardiac/
Circulatory coverage*)

Accidental Dismemberment 
Benefit $20K principal sum

Deductible – All Officials/
Referees

$1K per Injury, $500 for 
Certified Officials

Physical Therapy/Chiropractic 
limit

$2K (limited to $50 max. 
charge per visit)

Durable Medical Equipment 
limit $2.5K maximum

Policy Benefit Period 104 weeks from date of 
injury

Game Fee Reimbursement

Up to $5,000 max. 
benefit ($200 max/
game), $7,500 for 
Certified Officials

Game Fee Waiting Period 
(deductible) 7 days from date of injury

Full Excess Coverage

Full Excess Coverage: The Basic Accident policy is written 
on a Full Excess Basis meaning that it pays only after any 
other collectible insurance has paid its benefits. If no other 
insurance is in place, the policy pays on a primary basis 
after the deductible has been applied.

*Accidental Death Benefit - Cardiac/Circulatory 
Coverage: If an official dies within 48 hours of a Cardiac 
or Circulatory (Stroke) incident during a covered activity, this 
benefit will be paid to her/his family. The Accident policies 
do not provide any other coverage for sickness or illness. 
Therefore, no payments for any medical expenses resulting 
from the cardiac or circulatory incident will be made under 
the US Lacrosse Accident plan; only the Death Benefit is 
payable.

**Deductible: The deductible under this policy applies to 
each injury regardless of payments made or deductibles 
taken by other (primary) insurance.

Catastrophic Accident Policy
This policy is the 2nd layer of Accident coverage for US 
Lacrosse members – providing up to $1 million in Accident 
Medical Expense benefits.

Accident Medical Expense 
Limit $1M

Benefit Period 10 Year Benefit Period

Catastrophic Cash Benefit for 
Coma/Paralysis $250K Lump Sum

Deductible $100K

Deductible Incurral Period 104 weeks from date of 
injury

Catastrophic Injury Extended 
Benefits

Up to an add’l $1M in 
Disability, Adjustment, 
Counseling, Remodeling/
Adaptation & College 
Education benefits
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When is an injury eligible for 
coverage under the Catastrophic 
Accident policy?
To be eligible for coverage, an injured member’s accident 
claim must exceed a $100,000 payout within 104 weeks 
from the date of injury. This $100,000 deductible under the 
Catastrophic Accident policy can be met either by payments 
from the injured person’s primary healthcare policy, or by 
the US Lacrosse Base Accident policy (or a combination 
of the two), or by the injured person paying the remaining 
difference to meet the $100,000 deductible in order to 
initiate this policy’s benefits.

Once a claim is eligible for coverage under the Catastrophic 
Accident plan, any subsequent medical expenses resulting 
from that injury, such as additional surgeries or rehabilitation, 
would be covered for up to 10 years from the date of Injury. 
In the event of a serious injury, this is meaningful since 
medical expenses can spread out over a period of many 
years.

Important note: The Basic and Catastrophic Accident 
policies cover only those medical/dental expenses arising 
out of Accidental Injuries that occur during covered activities. 
The policies do not provide coverage for claims arising 
out of sickness, illness or bodily conditions. For example, 
no coverage is provided for heart attack, stroke, disease, 
pregnancy or other such conditions (except for the Accidental 
Death benefit, which specifically extends coverage to 
fatalities caused by heart attack and stroke).

General Liability & Excess Liability 
Policy Limits
The primary focus of the General Liability policies is to cover 
claims and lawsuits arising out of Bodily Injury or Property 
Damage to others arising out of lacrosse activities. General 
Liability and Excess Liability Combined Policy Limits provided 
to members are:

Limit of Liability per Occurrence $2M

General Aggregate Limit per Location $6M

Products & Completed Operations Aggregate $3M

Personal Injury/Advertising Injury Limit $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit per occurrence $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit aggregate $3M

Damage to Premises Rented to you $300K

Medical Payments (to non-participants) $5K

Deductible $0

Examples of Liability Claims
• A player is seriously injured (Bodily Injury) during a 

game and sues the officials and the team for allowing 
rough play.

• A spectator gets hit with a ball in the eye (Bodily Injury) 
and sues the player who shot the ball and the official 
for not keeping him out of the end zone and protecting 
him from errant shots.

• A fight breaks out during a game and players are 
injured as a result. It turns out that both officials at the 
game are very inexperienced. Plaintiffs sue the officials 
for not being able to maintain safety of the players 
and they sue the assignor as well for not putting an 
experienced official on the field.
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How does the USL Member Insurance 
Program Protect Me? - I am a Fan/
International Member
There are no Insurance benefits provided to Fan members, or 
to International members who live outside of the United States 
or Six Nations Territories.

How does the USL Member Insurance 
Program Protect Me? - I am a 
Program Administrator
1. There is no membership category for Program 

Administrators. Therefore, the USL Insurance Program 
package does not automatically apply to you. However, 
you can be covered by the USL Liability policies if 
the teams/leagues under your direction are 100% 
registered with US Lacrosse.

2. 100% Membership Guideline = General Liability 
Insurance for You: Under the USL General Liability 
plan, coverage only extends to teams, leagues and 
tournaments as “entities” if they are 100% registered 
with US Lacrosse. When that happens, the General 
Liability policies extend to the team or league as an 
entity, and to any league officers, directors, program 
administrators and volunteers. Therefore, if your league 
is 100% registered with US Lacrosse and you are sued 
as a result of injuries or property damage to a 3rd 
party as a result of your lacrosse duties, you would be 
protected by the USL liability policies (according to the 
terms of the policy).

3. How do I ensure that my program is compliant 
with the 100% Membership Guideline? In order 
to meet the 100% guideline, all players and coaches 
must be current members of US Lacrosse. Only then 
will the General Liability coverage apply to teams, 
leagues, officers, directors, program administrators, and 
volunteers. Please see “How to Insure Teams/Leagues 
for Liability” on page 35.

4. What should I consider becoming a “Gold Stick” 
League? By becoming a Gold Stick League, your 
league and its members will implement Best Practices 
for safety and play. In addition, your members will 
receive enhanced insurance benefits (lower deductibles) 
and other benefits from US Lacrosse. Gold Stick 
League coaches reach the highest levels of education 
by becoming US Lacrosse Certified Coaches – and 

they must also pass a background check- providing 
an additional level of safety for your group. For more 
information, please see

USLacrosse.org/Programs-Grants/gold-stick-
program

5. Isn’t it easier to buy our own insurance for the 
league? Actually, no. By mandating US Lacrosse 
membership for your players and coaches, you can 
rest assured that your participants, league, directors, 
officers and volunteers are protected by the best 
sports insurance plan available in today’s market. You 
don’t have to read through proposals and policies to 
figure out what’s appropriate for your league: the US 
Lacrosse I/RM committee has already done this work 
for you. Plus, you get the assistance of US Lacrosse’s 
Membership Department, their on-line registration 
program, access to US Lacrosse sanctioned tournaments 
and events, and the benefit of the expertise and 
research done by the US Lacrosse Sports Science & 
Safety committee to make sure you are offering the 
safest lacrosse experience for your players. This is a win-
win for you and your organization!

Covered Activities for Program 
Administrators
1. Standard Lacrosse Activities: For 100% registered 

teams and leagues -- and their officers, directors, 
administrators and volunteers – coverage applies 
during scheduled games, team practice sessions, and 
sponsored team/league activities (as defined below in 
“Other Supervised Activities”).

2. Any and All Amateur Field Lacrosse: The US 
Lacrosse Member Insurance Plan provides coverage for 
the play of any and all Amateur Field Lacrosse, from 
Rec play, to HS, to Intercollegiate, to Masters, whether 
taking place in the U.S. or abroad. The USL insurance 
covers only lacrosse played by “field lacrosse rules” on 
indoor or outdoor fields. Box Lacrosse (played indoors 
where boarding and cross-checking are permitted by 
the rules) is specifically excluded under the General 
Liability policy.

3. Other Supervised Activities: Team or league 
meetings, banquets and usual, non-hazardous 
fundraisers, such as bake sales, car washes and other 
similar, low-risk events are covered. “Hazardous” 
fundraisers include activities such as bounce-houses, 
hiring petting zoos or hosting concerts, which will 

https://www.uslacrosse.org/Programs-Grants/gold-stick-program
https://www.uslacrosse.org/Programs-Grants/gold-stick-program
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need to be individually underwritten and may incur 
an additional premium. No coverage is provided for 
any event that includes fireworks. Please contact RPS 
Bollinger if you are hosting a function that may be 
considered ‘hazardous’ or high risk.

4. Group Travel – Liability Insurance: The USL Liability 
policies DO NOT provide coverage for lawsuits 
stemming from Group or Individual Travel. Specifically, 
there is NO auto liability or any other liability 
coverage for lawsuits arising out of the transportation of 
participants under the US Lacrosse Insurance Program. 
This means that there is no coverage for coaches, 
parents, players, or volunteers who drive players or 
others to any lacrosse activity. Therefore, Bollinger and 
US Lacrosse strongly advise teams or leagues who 
are transporting participants to make certain that the 
designated drivers and vehicles are properly licensed 
and fully insured. Please refer to the US Lacrosse Risk 
Manual for safety tips and guidelines for transportation.

Policy Limits for Program Administrators
This is a summary of benefits. For full details on each 
policy, please refer to pages 20-28

General Liability & Excess Liability 
Policy Limits
The primary focus of the General Liability policies is to cover 
claims and lawsuits arising out of Bodily Injury or Property 
Damage to others arising out of lacrosse activities. General 
Liability and Excess Liability Combined Policy Limits provided 
to members are:

Limit of Liability per Occurrence $2M

General Aggregate Limit per Location $6M

Products & Completed Operations Aggregate $3M

Personal Injury/Advertising Injury Limit $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit per occurrence $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit aggregate $3M

Damage to Premises Rented to you $300K

Medical Payments (to non-participants) $5K

Deductible $0

Why is General Liability Insurance 
important?
General Liability insurance protects you from claims or 
lawsuits involving Bodily Injury or Property Damage to others. 
If your team or league is comprised of 100% US Lacrosse 
members, then you, your organization, your volunteers 
and your board are protected from these lawsuits. 100% 
registered teams/leagues can also obtain Certificates of 
Insurance – and name field owners as Additional Insureds on 
the liability policy -- which is typically necessary in order to 
secure fields or facilities for the season.

Actual Lacrosse Liability Claims:
• Errant Ball: An errant ball misses the goal, goes 

over the fence and cracks the windshield of a 
passing car. The owner sends the $1,870 bill to the 
team administrator for damages. The team is 100% 
registered with US Lacrosse and the General Liability 
policy pays the claim (w/ $0 deductible).

• Serious Injury prompts Lawsuit: A female youth 
player ruptures her ACL during a game and the parents 
name the coach, the league and the league officers 
in a lawsuit, charging them with promoting rough 
play. The initial demand from the parents’ attorney is 
$280,000. 100% of the league is registered with 
US Lacrosse, therefore, the coach, the league and the 
league officers are protected by the liability policy and 
the insurance company handles defense for the lawsuit 
and any potential judgments or settlements that may be 
made.

• Spectator Injury: At a lacrosse game in Florida, a 
loose ball hits a spectator, breaking his arm. The man 
has no health insurance and sues the team. Only 6 of 
25 team members are USL registered, therefore, there is 
no coverage for this claim under the Liability policy. The 
team must cover the lawsuit costs and legal fees from 
their own funds.
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Accident Insurance Plans
The US Lacrosse Accident Plans provide coverage for 
Accidental Injuries to members as a result of their participation 
in a covered Lacrosse activity. The Accident Plans are 
comprised of two policies: the Basic Excess Accident 
Insurance policy and the Catastrophic Accident policy. These 
coverages are intended to provide supplemental insurance 
coverage to help defray medical, dental and hospital 
expenses that members may incur if injured during Lacrosse 
activities. This is not a healthcare plan and is not intended 
to cover 100% of expenses for which a member may be 
responsible. In addition, please note that these plans do not 
cover sickness, bodily illness or disease.

The accident policies cover member players, coaches and 
officials if they are injured during the following types of 
Covered Activities:

1. Standard Lacrosse Activities: Members are 
covered for scheduled games, practices, tournaments, 
camps and clinics and “other supervised activities” 
(as shown in #3 below) provided they are under the 
direct supervision of a team coach or other officially 
designated team/league member. No coverage is 
provided for pick-up games, unsupervised practices, 
individual workouts/practices or conditioning (going 
to the field to do your own drills; going for a run, 
etc.), or “hacking around” with your lacrosse stick in 
someone’s backyard. Members are covered only for the 
membership category under which they have registered. 
If you sign up as a player, you are not covered for 
coaching or officiating unless you also register with US 
Lacrosse for those categories.

2. Any and All Amateur Field Lacrosse: The US 
Lacrosse Member Insurance Plan provides coverage for 
the play of any and all Amateur Field Lacrosse, from 
Rec play, to HS, to Intercollegiate, to Masters, whether 
taking place in the U.S. or abroad. The USL insurance 
covers only lacrosse played by “field lacrosse rules” on 
indoor or outdoor fields. Box Lacrosse (played indoors 
where boarding and cross-checking are permitted by 
the rules) is specifically excluded under the General 
Liability policy.

3. Other Supervised Activities: Team/league or 
association meetings, training clinics, banquets and 
usual, non-hazardous fundraisers, such as bake sales, 
car washes and other similar, low-risk events are 

covered. “Hazardous” fundraisers include activities 
such as bounce-houses, hiring petting zoos or hosting 
concerts, which will need to be individually underwritten 
and may incur an additional premium. No coverage is 
provided for any event that includes fireworks. Please 
contact RPS Bollinger if you are hosting a function that 
may be considered ‘hazardous’ or high risk.

4. Group Travel – Accident Insurance: The USL 
Accident policies DO provide coverage for injuries 
incurred during Group Travel only. Group travel refers 
to a group of team members going directly to or from 
a lacrosse activity. If there is an auto accident or bus 
accident, for example, and players are injured, the US 
Lacrosse Accident policies will respond on an excess 
basis (after the Auto insurance, no-fault insurance and/
or primary health insurance policies have paid their 
benefits). No coverage is provided for injuries incurred 
during individual travel – such as a parent driving their 
child to a game, or a player driving to or from practice.

Basic Excess Accident Insurance Plan 
– Providing 1st layer of coverage up 
to $100K
The Basic Accident Insurance policy pays for a covered 
accidental injury to an insured member, if that injury requires 
treatment by a legally qualified physician, dentist or graduate 
nurse; confinement in a hospital; ambulance service from the 
site of the injury to the initial treatment facility; and services 
and supplies ordered by a physician or dentist.

Accidental Injury is defined as “a sudden, unexpected and 
unintended event which is identifiable and caused solely by 
an external physical force resulting in Injury to the Insured 
person.” This policy does not cover claims arising out of 
sickness, bodily illness or disease, such as cardiac arrest, 
asthma or stroke. However, the Accidental Death Benefit has 
been extended by US Lacrosse to provide a $20,000 benefit 
for members who suffer a fatal Cardiac or Circulatory (Stroke) 
event during a lacrosse activity.

To be eligible for coverage under the Basic Accident policy, 
the first medical or dental expense must be incurred within 60 
days of the date of injury; and any further expense must be 
incurred within 104 weeks of the date of injury. Claims are 
paid on a “reasonable and customary basis” by geographic 
area ( zip code) where treatment is rendered. All Accident 
Claims must be filed within 1 year of date of injury to be 
eligible for payment.

Program Description by Policy Type
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Basic Excess Accident Policy Limits

Medical Expense Limit $100K per claim

Accidental Death Benefit $20K (includes Cardiac/
Circulatory coverage*)

Accidental 
Dismemberment Benefit $20K Principal Sum

Deductible for Adult Male 
Players $3K per claim

Deductible for All Other 
Participants

$1K per claim, $500 
deductible for Certified 
Officials and Certified 
Coaches

(For Youth, HS and Adult Women Players, Coach & Official 
Members)

Deductible for National 
Team Players

$0 per claim (for injuries 
incurred during National Team 
practices & events only; for 
injuries during regular play, 
above deductibles apply)

Physical Therapy/
Chiropractic limit

$2K (subject to $50 maximum 
per visit)

Durable Medical 
Equipment limit $2.5K

Policy Benefit Period 104 weeks from date of injury

Game Fee Reimbursement 
(for Officials only)

Up to $200 per game, subject 
to $5K max – $7.5K for 
certified officials (see below 
for additional description)

Full Excess Coverage All claims paid in excess of 
any primary or other insurance

Other Definitions
Cardiac/Circulatory Coverage: If a member dies within 
48 hrs. of a Cardiac or Circulatory (Stroke) incident during a 
covered activity, this policy’s Accidental Death Benefit will be 
paid to the member’s family. This policy does not provide any 
other coverage for sickness/illness, therefore no benefits for 
any medical expenses incurred as a result of the cardiac or 
circulatory incident are payable by the USL Accident plan.

Full Excess Coverage: The policy will pay for covered 
expenses as a result of an accidental injury, after any 
other applicable insurance policy or any other health care 

policy or employee benefit plan has paid out its benefits. 
If the claimant has no health or medical coverage, or if the 
claimant is covered by Medicare or Medicaid, the Basic 
Accident policy will pay benefits on a Primary basis, after the 
deductible has been taken.

Deductible: The deductible under this policy applies to each 
claim of injury regardless of payments made or deductibles 
taken by other (primary) insurance.

Officials’ Game Fee Reimbursement: In addition to the 
Accident Policy medical expense benefits, are covered for 
Game Fee Reimbursement, to cover lost fees if they are 
prevented from officiating due to a covered injury incurred 
while officiating lacrosse. Only fees for missed lax games are 
payable by the policy and the Official must have sustained a 
covered injury while officiating lacrosse in order for coverage 
to apply.

Game Fee Benefit Up to $200 per missed game, 
based on most recent schedule

Waiting Period (Deductible) 7 days from date of injury

Benefit Period 26 Weeks

Max. Benefit Payable

$7.5K per policy term 
(regardless of # of injuries 
or claims) $5K or $7.5K for 
Certified Officials

When submitting a claim for the Game Fee Reimbursement 
Benefit, in addition to the info. required to file a claim (see 
“Instructions for Filing an Accident Claim”), member officials 
must include the following:

• A schedule of the games they were assigned to officiate.

• Written confirmation of their fee per game missed 
(compensation) from their assignor. No claims for 
Game Fee benefits can be paid without this written 
info. from the assignor. To ensure that you are properly 
compensated for missed games, we suggest that 
all Officials/Referees print out their schedule at the 
beginning of the season, or print out the schedule of 
remaining games as soon as they are injured (before 
the schedule is amended by the assignor) in order to 
show this important documentation.

• If the injury an official suffers is for an extended period 
of time and all of their future games have not been 
assigned or were reassigned to someone else, the claim 
can be made showing a typical amount of assigned 
games by providing a schedule of assigned games from 
the same time period in the previous year or two. This 
information must be verified by their assigner.
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Basic Accident Policy Exclusions
The Accident policy covers only those medical/dental 
expenses arising out of Accidental Injuries that occur during 
covered activities. The policy does not provide coverage for 
claims arising out of sickness, illness or bodily conditions. In 
addition, the policy does not cover any loss, fatal or non-
fatal, incurred or resulting from the following:

• Suicide, or intentionally self-inflicted injury;

• Infections, with the exception of pyogenic or bacterial 
infections caused wholly by a covered injury;

• Injury resulting from any declared or undeclared war;

• Loss resulting from air travel, except as a fare-paying 
passenger on a commercial airline;

• Expenses for treatment on or to the teeth, except for 
treatment resulting from injury to natural teeth;

• Eyeglasses, hearing aids, and examination for the 
prescription or fitting thereof;

• Injury covered by any workers’ compensation or 
occupational disease law;

• Hernia, unless it results from a covered injury;

• Injury resulting from the insured’s being intoxicated or 
under the influence of any narcotic unless administered 
on the advice of a physician.

Underwriting Insurance Company: Markel Insurance 
Company, Glen Allen, VA. Markel is rated “A” by A.M. 
Best’s rating service.

Catastrophic Accident Plan – Provides 
2nd layer of coverage up to $1M
To be eligible for coverage under the Catastrophic Accident 
policy, an injured member’s accident claim must exceed a 
$100,000 payout within 104 weeks from the date of injury. 
This $100,000 deductible under the Catastrophic Accident 
policy can be met either by payments from the injured 
person’s primary healthcare policy, or by the US Lacrosse 
Base Accident policy (or a combination of the two), or by the 
injured person paying the remaining difference to meet the 
$100,000 deductible.

Once a claim is eligible for coverage under the Catastrophic 
Accident plan, any subsequent medical expenses resulting 
from the lacrosse injury, such as additional surgeries, 
rehabilitation, or any of the benefits below that are necessary 

due to total or partial disability, would be covered for up 
to 10 years from the date of Injury. In the event of a serious 
injury, this is meaningful since medical expenses can spread 
out over a period of many years.

Accident Medical 
Expense Limit $1M

Benefit Period 10 Years

Catastrophic Cash 
Benefit for Coma/
Paralysis

$250K Lump Sum (see definition 
below)

Deductible $100K

Deductible Incurral 
Period 104 weeks from date of injury

Extended Catastrophic Benefits (total amount payable for 
all benefits below is $1M aggregate)

Adjustment Expense Up to $125K (see definition 
below)

Family Counseling 
Benefit

$25K, with maximum of $10 
per family member per visit, up 
to 20 visits

Adaptation Expense

Up to $200K for remodeling 
home accommodations as 
recommended by legally 
qualified Physician & pre-certified 
by Markel Insurance Co.

Ancillary Sickness or 
Injury Benefit

Up to $200K, resulting from 
sickness or injury unrelated to the 
covered accident that caused the 
disability

Disability Benefit

Up to $300K if person is totally 
or partially disabled (see def. 
below), subject to monthly max of 
$2.5K for 5 yrs. (total disability), 
or $2K/month for 10 yrs. 
(partial disability)

College Education 
Benefit

Up to $150K to complete 
undergraduate degree (must enroll 
in or resume study within 4 yrs. of 
date of injury); benefits reduced 
by amt. of financial aid or 
scholarship rec’d & are payable 
directly to college
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Catastrophic Cash Benefit Definition: If a covered injury 
to a member of US Lacrosse results in Paralysis or Coma 
within 180 days from the date of injury, the policy will 
pay a lump sum cash benefit of $250,000 to the injured 
participant, subject to the following conditions.

• The paralysis or coma must last 12 consecutive months 
(the waiting period).

• After the waiting period, a physician must determine 
that the condition is irreversible and has resulted in 
permanent disability.

• The benefit is payable according to the schedule below 
For Coma --- $250,000 (100%) For Paralysis of 2 or 
more limbs (upper and/or lower) --- $250,000 (100%) 
For Paralysis of one limb (upper or lower) --- $125,000 
(50%) For Paralysis of one or more other parts of the 
body --- If the insured’s paralysis is a part of the body 
other than a limb, the percentage of the cash benefit 
used to determine the amount of the benefit will be 
adjusted in proportion to the extent of the paralysis. The 
final determination of the extent of the disability will be 
made by the insurance company’s case management 
team.

Adjustment Expense Definition: The Adjustment expenses 
are costs incurred (up to $150,000 total) by immediate 
family members for the following in relation to the insured 
person’s total or partial disability as a result of the covered 
accident:

1. Expenses for training family members in custodial or 
rehabilitative care

2. Travel by immediate to the insured person’s place of 
treatment from their home (if by air, only on regularly 
scheduled commercial flights)

3. Lost earnings by insured person’s spouse or parents 
in connection with covered accident (reimbursable up 
to the lesser of $250 or a % of the average weekly 
earnings for the past year, up to 52 weeks).

Disability Coverage Definitions: Total Disability means 
permanent loss of speech; hearing in both ears; sight in both 
eyes; use of both arms; use of both legs; use of one arm and 
one leg; or motor/cognitive function resulting from brain stem 
or neurological injury resulting in that person’s inability to 
perform 3 or more Activities of Daily Living (mobility, dressing, 
toileting, getting in/out of bed or chair, or feeding self). 
The permanent loss means that the insured person is unable 
to engage in any gainful occupation or employment for 
which he/she may become reasonably suited by education, 
training or experience.

Partial Disability: The inability of the insured person who 
is engaged in an occupation to perform all of the material 
duties of that occupation and earn $2,500 or more in gross 
earnings per month. Partial disability benefits are payable 
following a period of Total Disability for which benefits were 
paid under this policy and which is the result of the same 
covered accident.

Catastrophic Accident Policy 
Exclusions
The Catastrophic Accident policy covers only those medical/
dental expenses arising out of Accidental Injuries that occur 
during covered activities. The policy does not provide 
coverage for claims arising out of sickness, illness or bodily 
conditions. In addition, the policy does not cover any loss, 
fatal or non-fatal, incurred or resulting from the following:

• Suicide, or intentionally self-inflicted injury;

• Infections, with the exception of pyogenic or bacterial 
infections caused wholly by a covered injury;

• Injury resulting from any declared or undeclared war;

• Loss resulting from air travel, except as a fare-paying 
passenger on a commercial airline;

• Expenses for treatment on or to the teeth, except for 
treatment resulting from injury to natural teeth;

• Eyeglasses, hearing aids, and examination for the 
prescription or fitting thereof;

• Injury covered by any workers’ compensation or 
occupational disease law;

• Hernia, unless it results from a covered injury;

• Injury resulting from the insured’s being intoxicated or 
under the influence of any narcotic unless administered 
on the advice of a physician.

Underwriting Insurance Company: Markel Insurance 
Company, Glen Allen, VA. Markel is rated “A” by A.M. 
Best’s rating service.
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How to File an Accident Claim:
If you are a current US Lacrosse Member who is injured 
during a covered Lacrosse activity, you may obtain a claim 
form and instructions on filing the claim by clicking here:

USLacrosse.org/Membership/Insurance/How-to-File-
a-Claim

Or by linking directly here:

Apps.RPSBollinger.com/Lax/Claims/

If you are a Non-Member who was injured while 
participating in an insured US Lacrosse Tournament, Camp or 
Clinic, please contact Bollinger at 800.446.5311 and press 
“5” for Lacrosse. The Bollinger Lacrosse Administrator will 
verify that the event you participated in was insured and will 
then provide you with a claim form to complete.

Claim Guidelines
These instructions are noted on the Claim Form, but please 
take a look prior to completing the form so that you have all 
the information you need at hand.

1. Excess Coverage: Accident medical expenses are 
covered under this policy on an Excess Basis, and 
benefits will only be paid under this plan after your 
own personal or group insurance (including Health 
Maintenance Organizations) has paid out its benefits. 
Please note that you must follow your primary insurance 
carrier’s eligibility criteria (i.e., to be treated in-network, 
if required by HMO, etc.) in order for this policy to 
consider your expenses for payment. If you receive 
Government or State Aid Insurance, (Medicaid, 
Medicare or other) this insurance may be Primary. 
Please contact RPS Bollinger for additional coverage 
information in that case.

2. Payment under this policy will be made according to 
usual and customary guidelines. This means that the 
basis for payment of specific medical or dental services 
is based on the average cost of that service by region. 
This policy does not automatically pay for services in 
full; it pays based on the “usual and customary” fee for 
that service by zip code region.

3. Claim Guidelines: You have up to 1 year from the 
date of injury to submit a claim form. For claims to be 
eligible for coverage, you must seek medical attention 
within 60 days from the date of injury and 180 days 
from date of injury for dental treatment.

4. Benefit Period: This policy is subject to a 104 week 
eligibility period from date of injury. Medical or dental 
expenses that are incurred within 104 weeks of the 
date of injury are eligible for coverage under this policy. 
Any expenses or treatments that are rendered after the 
104 Weeks week benefit period will not be covered by 
this policy.

5. Please Remember:

a. Submit the Claim Form to RPS Bollinger (not to US 
Lacrosse or Markel Insurance Company)

b. Once your claim is approved, advise your Doctors/
Hospitals of this insurance so they can file claims 
directly to RPS Bollinger

c. Itemized bills are required: You or your providers 
must submit itemized bills; balance due bills or 
notices do not provide this information needed to 
process your claim. See below for forms needed. 
Payments will be made to you if the itemized bills 
indicate that they have been paid. Otherwise, 
payments will be made directly to the doctor, 
hospital or other service provider.

Medical Forms Used

 o CM 1500 is the standard form used by Providers to 
show the medical treatments and charges made for each 
service.

 o UB-04 or UB.92 is the standard form used by Hospitals to 
show medical treatments and charges made for services.

6. Dental Bills: All dental bills must be submitted through 
your primary insurance’s medical and dental plans 
first before making a claim for dental treatment under 
this policy. Please have your provider submit an ADA 
dental claim form with the explanation of benefits (if 
applicable).

7. Please be aware of the deductible that will be 
applied to your claim:

a. Adult Male Players: $3,000.

b. Youth, HS and Adult Women Players, Coaches and 
Officials: $1,000, Certified Officials: $500

c. National Team Members (for injuries during 
National Team practices and events only): $0

https://www.uslacrosse.org/membership/insurance/how-to-file-a-claim
https://www.uslacrosse.org/membership/insurance/how-to-file-a-claim
https://apps.rpsbollinger.com/lax/claims/
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8. Verification Signature: Make sure that an authorized 
official of your local Lacrosse team or league has 
signed the Claim Form under the ‘Verification of 
Covered Activity’ (signature #1). The coach, manager 
or referee who can verify that the injury took place 
during a sponsored amateur lacrosse activity may sign 
the form. If the accident occurred during a camp, clinic 
or tournament, the director or coach or referee who 
can verify that the claim took place during a sponsored 
activity must sign the Claim Form. For National 
Team Members, the claim must be signed by the US 
Lacrosse Director of National Teams to approve the $0 
deductible.

9. Player Activity Information (Section VI): For the 
purpose of an injury study being conducted by the 
Sports Science and Safety Committee, please complete 
this section to further describe how the injury occurred.

For further Claims information contact:

RPS Bollinger, Sports Claims Department

Ph: 866.267.0093 • Fax: 973.921.2876

SportsClaims@RPSins.com

mailto:SportsClaims%40RPSins.com?subject=
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General Liability Insurance Plans
The US Lacrosse Liability Plans provide coverage for 3rd party 
claims and lawsuits arising out of Bodily Injury and Property 
Damage to others, stemming from Lacrosse activities and 
operations. The Liability Plans are comprised of two policies: 
the General Liability policy and the Excess Liability policy. 
These coverages round out the insurance benefits of US 
Lacrosse membership insurance program and provide much-
needed protection to members in today’s litigious society.

US Lacrosse Members are protected for claims and lawsuits 
arising out of:

• Participant injury

• Spectator injury

• Property damage (to others)

• Operations and activities necessary and incidental to 
the conduct of games or practices

• Sponsored functions like meetings, banquets and 
fundraisers

• Advertising and Personal Injury liability

• Products and Completed Operations liability, as 
respects the functions incidental to lacrosse team or 
league activities

• Claims arising out of alleged or actual Sexual Abuse 
or Molestation. Note that coverage is not provided 
for those accused of abuse, but for civil suits alleging 
negligence or other claims against the Team, League or 
others in positions of authority.

Covered Activities: The liability policies cover member 
players, coaches and officials if they are injured during the 
following types of Covered Activities:

1. Standard Lacrosse Activities: Members are 
covered for scheduled games, practices, tournaments, 
camps and clinics and “other supervised activities” 
(as shown in #3 below) provided they are under the 
direct supervision of a team coach or other officially 
designated team/league member. No coverage is 
provided for pick-up games, unsupervised practices, 
individual workouts/practices or conditioning (going 
to the field to do your own drills; going for a run, 
etc.), or “hacking around” with your lacrosse stick in 
someone’s backyard. Members are covered only for the 
membership category under which they have registered. 
If you sign up as a player, you are not covered for 
coaching or officiating unless you also register with US 
Lacrosse for those categories.

2. Any & All Amateur Field Lacrosse: The US Lacrosse 
Member Insurance Plan provides coverage for the play 
of any and all Amateur Field Lacrosse, from Rec play, 
to HS, to Intercollegiate, to Masters, whether taking 
place in the U.S. or abroad. The USL insurance covers 
only lacrosse played by “field lacrosse rules” on indoor 
or outdoor fields. Box Lacrosse (played indoors where 
boarding and cross-checking are permitted by the rules) 
is specifically excluded under the General Liability 
policy.

3. Other Supervised Activities: Team/league or 
association meetings, training clinics, banquets and 
usual, non-hazardous fundraisers, such as bake sales, 
car washes and other similar, low-risk events are 
covered. “Hazardous” fundraisers include activities 
such as bounce-houses, hiring petting zoos or hosting 
concerts, which will need to be individually underwritten 
and may incur an additional premium. No coverage is 
provided for any event that includes fireworks. Please 
contact RPS Bollinger if you are hosting a function that 
may be considered ‘hazardous’ or high risk.

4. Group Travel – Liability Insurance: The USL Liability 
policies DO NOT provide coverage for lawsuits 
stemming from Group or Individual Travel. Specifically, 
there is NO auto liability or any other liability 
coverage for lawsuits arising out of the transportation of 
participants under the US Lacrosse Insurance Program. 
This means that there is no coverage for coaches, 
parents, players, or volunteers who drive players or 
others to any lacrosse activity. Therefore, Bollinger 
and US Lacrosse strongly advise teams or leagues that 
are transporting participants to make certain that the 
designated drivers and vehicles are properly licensed 
and fully insured. Please refer to the US Lacrosse Risk 
Manual for safety tips and guidelines for transportation.
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General Liability & Excess Liability 
Combined Policy Limits:

Per Occurrence Limit $2M

General Aggregate Limit per Location $6M

Products & Completed Operations Aggregate $3M

Personal Injury/Advertising Injury Limit $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit per occurrence $2M

Sexual Abuse Liability Limit policy aggregate $3M

Damage to Premises Rented to you $300K

Medical Payments (to non-participants) $5K

Deductible $0

Coverage is Worldwide provided lawsuits are brought in a 
U.S. court of law.

General Liability Policy Exclusions:
Standard General Liability Exclusions: Expected or 
Intended Injury; Contractual Liability; Liquor Liability; Workers 
Compensation and Employer’s Liability; Pollution; Aircraft, 
Auto, Watercraft Liability; Transportation of Mobile Equipment 
or Mobile Equipment used for racing or stunting; War; 
Damage to Owned Property or Property in your Care, 
Custody or Control; Damage to your Product or your Work; 
Damage to Impaired Property; Recall Products; Electronic 
Data; Recording or Distribution of Material in violation of 
Law; and Criminal Acts.

Other Liability Policy Exclusions: Access or Disclosure of 
Confidential or Personal Information; Designated Products 
Exclusion - Athletic equipment manufactured by you or 
according to your specifications; Medical Payments to 
Participants (members and participants while participating 
in sports or athletic activities); Employment-Related Practices; 
Y2K and related Computer Issues; Total Pollution Exclusion; 
Certified Acts of Terrorism; Silica Dust; Sexually transmitted 
Disease; Transportation of Participants; Trampoline Exclusion; 
Fireworks Exclusion; Punitive Damages Exclusion; Lead 
Liability Exclusion; Fungi or Bacteria Exclusion; and “Box 
Lacrosse” exclusion (indoor games allowing boarding or 
cross-checking are excluded).

Please note that General Liability policies do not cover 
claims alleging “wrongful acts” or “errors and omissions.” 
These types of claims are covered under Directors & Officers 
Liability policies and can include coverage for allegations 
such as eligibility disputes; wrongful termination or wrongful 
suspension; discrimination issues; and other matters involving 
rules interpretation, and 1st amendments rights. US Lacrosse 
has a specially designed sports D&O program available to 
US Lacrosse Teams, Leagues, Clubs, Officials’ Associations 
and Coaches’ Associations for purchase. Please see 
“Optional Plans” on page 30.

Underwriting Insurance Company: The General Liability 
Policy is underwritten by Markel Insurance Company, Glen 
Allen, VA. Markel is rated “A” by A.M. Best’s rating service.
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Examples of Liability Claims:
The primary focus of coverage for General Liability policies 
is to cover claims and lawsuits arising out of Bodily Injury or 
Property Damage to others. Examples of these types of claims 
are:

• A player is seriously injured (Bodily Injury) during a 
game and sues the Team, the League and the Officials 
for allowing rough play.

• A spectator gets hit with a ball in the eye (Bodily 
Injury) and sues the Team and the Field owner for not 
protecting spectators from errant shots.

• The windshield of a car is damaged by an overthrown 
shot (Property Damage to others) and the owner of the 
car submits the bills for repair to the Tournament Director 
for payment.

• Players at a camp held on a college campus set a 
Porta-Potty on fire (Property Damage to others) and 
the college presents the bill to the Camp Director for 
payment.

What to do in the Event of a Liability 
Claim, Lawsuit or Incident:
If you or your organization are involved in an incident which 
may give rise to a liability claim, or if you receive a legal 
summons or a letter from an attorney as a result of such an 
incident, please report this information immediately to US 
Lacrosse’s Insurance Administrator, RPS Bollinger.

Legal complaints are time-sensitive matters. Please do 
not delay in forwarding the liability claims information 
you receive to RPS Bollinger, along with all supporting 
materials (police report, incident report, newspaper or 
internet articles, etc.). RPS Bollinger will report the claim 
to the liability insurance company, who will then contact 
you with information on the claims process and your legal 
representation.

Incident Reports: If you or your team is involved in an 
incident that may result in a future liability claim, please 
complete a US Lacrosse Incident Report Form located at this 
link:

USLacrosse.org/Membership/Insurance/How-to-
Handle-a-Lawsuit

You should file an Incident Report:

• If EMS has been called for an injured participant or 
spectator

• In the event of any serious catastrophic or fatal injury 
occurring during a lacrosse activity or other sponsored 
activity

• For serious damage to the property of others (in excess 
of $5,000)

Please keep one copy for your records and send the other 
copy to RPS Bollinger:

Contact:

Phil D’Amato, Sports Liability Claims

RPS Bollinger Sports & Leisure Insurance

P.O. Box 390 • 150 JFK Parkway

Short Hills, NJ 07078

Ph: 800.446.5311

Email: Lacrosse@RPSins.com

http://www.uslacrosse.org/membership/insurance/how-to-handle-a-lawsuit
http://www.uslacrosse.org/membership/insurance/how-to-handle-a-lawsuit
mailto:Lacrosse%40RPSins.com?subject=
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Additional Insurance for your 
Consideration
The following plans are made available to USL Chapters, 
Teams, Leagues, Coaches’ Associations & Officials’ 
Associations. These plans are highly recommended to 
cover the additional exposures that exist in the operation of 
lacrosse-related activities, which are not covered under the 
USL Member Accident & Liability policies.

These optional coverages are:

• D&O Liability – Protects your organization for claims 
of “wrongful acts” or “errors & omissions” such as 
discrimination, eligibility matters & wrongful termination.

• Crime Insurance – Protects you from financial loss due to 
theft, robbery, embezzlement or forgery

• Equipment Insurance – Covers your sports equipment 
and office equipment from loss

Each of these policies are reasonably priced and are 
available for purchase on-line at:

Apps.RPSBollinger.com/Lax/Online-Orders/

D&O/EPLI Liability Insurance
RPS Bollinger’s combined plan of Directors & Officers Liability 
(D&O) and Employment Practices Liability (EPLI) insurance 
provides protection for lawsuits stemming from actual or 
alleged wrongful acts and errors & omissions against the 
directors and officers of not-for-profit Sports organizations, as 
well as their employees and volunteers. The policy provides 
protection for suits brought against the sports organization as 
an entity, as well as individuals who are acting in an official 
capacity on behalf of the organization.

Policy Limits & Details:
Option 1. $1M per claim/$1M per policy term

$0 Deductible

Defense Costs: In addition to policy limits

Option 1 Annual Premium: $495

Option 2. $2M per claim/$2M per policy term

$0 Deductible

Defense Costs: In addition to policy limits

Option 2 Annual Premium: $963

This plan does not provide coverage for lawsuits involving 
bodily injury or property damage. Those types of claims are 
meant to be covered under the organization’s GL policy.

Please note: This coverage is written on a “claims made 
basis.” All claims under this policy must be reported to the 
insurance company within the policy term in order to be 
eligible for coverage.

Examples of D&O/EPLI Claims 
Scenarios:

• Discrimination: Lawsuits alleging discrimination can 
arise when a league chooses one coach over another; 
or when selecting players for elite or all- star teams.

• Sexual Harassment: Whether in the office or out on 
the field, a member of the organization may harass a 
volunteer, player or other employee. Not to be confused 
with Sexual Abuse (which is Bodily Injury), harassment 
claims are among the most common types of claims 
under this policy.

• Wrongful Suspension/Dismissal: How the 
organization disciplines or terminates coaches, players 
or even board members when they violate the code of 
behavior can often result in a lawsuit.

• Acting Beyond Authority: In the event a coach, board 
member or volunteer makes decisions beyond his/her 
authority, a lawsuit may arise. Even in cases where they 
are simply enforcing existing rules, people who don’t 
like those rules can file a lawsuit.

For-profit organizations are not eligible for coverage under 
this Program. Contact RPS Bollinger for a quote.

https://apps.rpsbollinger.com/lax/online-orders/
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Crime Insurance
This newly designed plan provides protection for Sports 
Organizations against the financial loss caused by 
the dishonest disappearance of money, securities or 
financial instruments. The Crime Insurance program has 
been expanded to cover the exposures of today’s sports 
organizations, whether the crime is committed by an officer, 
volunteer or employee. The policy includes the following 
package of coverages:

Policy Limits & Details:

Employee Dishonesty: $25,000 per loss

Covers financial loss by employee or volunteer through theft 
or forgery

Theft (on premise/off premise): $10,000 per loss

Covers financial loss from robbery or burglary on/off premises

Depositor’s Forgery Coverage: $10,000 per loss

Protects losses due to forgery or alteration of checks or drafts

Computer Fraud Coverage*: $10,000 per loss

Protects loss to financial instruments & inventory as a result 
of a hacking event or electronic fraud

Funds Transfer Coverage*: $10,000 per loss

Covers loss due to transfer of money or securities based on 
fraudulent documentation allegedly sent by your organization

Client Coverage*: $10,000 per loss

Extends coverage to include loss of money/securities to a 
3rd party for which your organization is legally liable

Social Engineering Fraud*: $10,000 per loss

Covers financial loss due to deception, impersonation 
and other fraudulent or scam scenarios – such as a hacker 
posing as a vendor who redirects your payment to their 
bank account

Expense Limit: $5,000 per loss

Pays for auditors’ fees or investigation costs to identify 
losses

Deductible: $250 per claim

Crime Insurance Annual Premium:

Option 1. Limits as shown $260

Option 2. Increase Employee Dishonesty to 
$50K; other limits as shown $326

Option 3. Increase Employee Dishonesty to 
$100K; other limits as shown $392

Please note this policy does not cover the loss of equipment 
or other Association/Club property. Consult with your agent 
if you own property or equipment that needs to be insured.

Additional Details Regarding the 
D&O/EPLI & Crime Insurance Plans:

• These plans may be purchased by Teams, Clubs, 
Chapters or local Sports Organizations.

• NOTE: Sports associations that are regional, statewide 
or national in scope must be individually underwritten 
and priced by RPS Bollinger.

• Commercial General Liability must be in force in order 
to purchase the D&O/EPLI insurance through this 
program.

• D&O and Crime plans are available only to Not-for-
Profit associations. If your organization is For-Profit, 
please contact RPS Bollinger.

Insurance Carrier: These policies are underwritten by the 
Chubb Group of Insurance Companies, Warren, NJ. Chubb 
is rated A++ (Superior) by A.M. Best’s rating service.

If you are a resident of NJ, FL or KY, please be advised that 
state surcharges and/or taxes may apply to orders for D&O 
Liability Insurance. An invoice for any applicable surcharges 
will be included with your policy. Organizations in WA, 
please contact us for a different application. Organizations in 
VT, WY & AK are subject to surplus lines tax.
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Equipment Insurance Policy 
Description
Equipment owned by a league or association is protected 
against loss, including fire and theft. Coverage applies up to 
the full replacement cost value of each piece of equipment, 
subject to policy limit. Standard items covered on an 
equipment policy include goals, uniforms, playing equipment, 
portable scoreboards, field maintenance equipment, etc. 

Equipment Policy Limits

Limit Replacement cost value of your 
equipment

Deductible (2 options) $250 per claim, Rate .0158

$500 per claim, Rate .0150

Minimum Premium $100.00

Limit Replacement Cost Value of 
Equipment

What is Covered by Equipment 
Insurance?

• Losses, including fire and theft.

• Damage to equipment permanently kept at the athletic 
field.

• Vandalism of league equipment.

• Full replacement cost value of each piece of equipment 
(subject to policy limits).

What is not covered?
• There is no coverage for items or equipment that is 

loaned or given out to players, volunteers, coaches or 
others.

• Mysterious disappearance.

• Wear and tear.

• Inventory shortages.

• Loss of money or securities (can be covered under the 
Crime Insurance Plan).

Note: Laptops and computer equipment can be insured 
under this policy, however, they need to be separately rated 
and underwritten. Please contact RPS Bollinger directly for a 
quote to cover your computer equipment.

A completed inventory list (including each item and its 
replacement cost value) must accompany this application in 
order for coverage to be bound. You will be asked to provide 
a detailed description (name, make, style/model, serial #) of 
all individual items over $2,500 in value upon checkout.
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Coaches’ & Officials’ All-Sports Plan
US Lacrosse Member Coaches and Officials already receive 
many benefits of membership in US Lacrosse, including 
liability and accident insurance. Because many US Lacrosse 
Officials and Coaches also officiate and coach other sports 
throughout the year, US Lacrosse has initiated a new program 
where members can purchase a “wrap around” insurance 
product for all their coaching and officiating activities.

The new provides a package of insurance to member 
coaches and officials to All-Sports Insurance Plan protect them 
when coaching or officiating any other amateur sport. The 
cost is just $24 per person per year.

Accident Policy Limits
Coverage is provided for Accidental Injuries only, and does 
not provide coverage for medical conditions (cardiac, illness, 
etc.), nor for pre-existing conditions or overuse injuries.

Accident Medical Expense Benefit $100,000

Accidental Death & Dismemberment $20,000

(Including Cardiac/Circulatory Accidental Death)

Dental Limit $10,000

Deductible per claim:

Youth, HS & Adult Women Players $1,000

Coaches $1,000

US Lacrosse Certified Officials $500

Non-US Lacrosse Certified Officials $1,000

Adult Men Players $3,000

Policy Benefit Period 2 years

Full Excess Coverage

General Liability Policy Limits
Provides protection from lawsuits stemming from bodily injury 
or property damage to others that is the result of coaching or 
officiating duties.

Per Occurrence Limit of Liability $1M

Aggregate Limit of Liability $3M

Products/Comp Operations Agg. $2M

Advertising/Personal Injury Agg. $2M

Medical Pay (non-participants) $5K

Abuse Liability per occur. $1M

Abuse Liability aggregate $2M

Damage Premises Rented $300K

Deductible $0

Game Fee Reimbursement (for officials)
If an active US Lacrosse Member Referee or Umpire suffers 
an accidental injury while officiating a lacrosse activity which 
prevents him/her from performing scheduled officiating 
duties, a Game Fee Reimbursement Benefit is provided. 
For future games that have not been assigned yet due to 
the injury, please provide a schedule from the prior year or 
two showing typical schedule. This must be signed by the 
assignor as well. It covers:

Fee Reimbursement Up to $200 per 
scheduled game missed

Max. Benefit per Injury for 
Certified Officials $7.5K

Max. Benefit per Injury for Non-
Certified Officials $5K

Waiting Period (deductible) 7 days from date of 
injury

Benefit Period 26 weeks from date of 
injury
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All-Sports Policy Term:
This group policy is effective from January 1st to December 
31st each year. Rates cannot be pro-rated, regardless of 
when you apply for coverage and coverage cannot be 
canceled.

What Sports does this Plan Cover?
The All-Sports Plan provides insurance for any coaching or 
officiating done at the amateur level, with the exception 
of Lacrosse (which is covered under your US Lacrosse 
member insurance plan). The All-Sports plan covers you for 
recreational, scholastic, interscholastic, collegiate and club 
sports.

How does this policy compare to my 
USL Member Insurance benefits?
The coverage is similar, although the All-Sports Plan does not 
provide the same high limit coverage found under your US 
Lacrosse member insurance. The Accident limit for All-Sports 
is $100,000 vs. the $1,000,000 limit provided to US 
Lacrosse members; and the General Liability limit for All-Sports 
is $1,000,000, without the additional $1 million excess 
liability provided by US Lacrosse.

I was injured while officiating 
lacrosse. Can I submit my medical 
bills to the USL program and to the 
All-Sports Program?
No. Both plans have what is called a “stacking of limits” 
provision, which means that only one policy can respond 
to a specific injury or incident, and you cannot “stack” both 
policies to collect a higher benefit. This provision applies 
to the accident coverage as well as to claims for game fee 
reimbursement and to general liability claims.

Why should I purchase the All-Sports 
Plan?
Many officials and coaches work with multiple sports 
throughout the year and want one source of insurance 
coverage to cover them for each of these other activities. By 
purchasing this multi-sport plan you will not have to pay for 
insurance for each separate sports activity, which can not 
only be costly, but in many instances, may not provide you 
with the benefits you need. Purchasing insurance benefits 
through the All-Sports Plan is also more cost effective than 
joining other officials’ or coaches’ organizations whose 
membership fees can include additional items or services that 
you may not want.

How do I apply?
Applying for the All-Sports Plan is simple. Contact RPS 
Bollinger for an application and complete it providing your 
current US Lacrosse member #. Payment can be made by 
check or credit card. Your coverage will be effective the date 
after postmark on your check or the day your credit card 
payment is approved.
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How to Insure Teams & Leagues for 
Liability
An important benefit of membership in US Lacrosse is the 
General Liability insurance automatically provided as part of 
the US Lacrosse Member Insurance plan. The liability policy 
not only covers you if you’re sued as a result of a lacrosse 
activity, but can also extend coverage to your Team, League 
or Lacrosse Association as an entity. To get this FREE liability 
coverage extension, 100% of your players and coaches must 
be members of US Lacrosse.

Note: US Lacrosse registers members on an individual basis, 
not on a team or league basis, and therefore, there is no 
direct way for teams or leagues to “buy into” the liability 
insurance plan. The only way to insure your team, league 
or association for liability coverage is to require 100% 
membership of your players and coaches (or your officials, if 
you have an officials’ association.

How to Meet the 100% Membership 
Guideline
The US Lacrosse Insurance & Risk Management committee 
has created this 3-step guidelines as a safety net for teams 
and leagues who want the security of liability protection.

A 100% registered Team, League or Lacrosse Association 
shall be deemed to be insured under the US Lacrosse liability 
insurance coverage if they follow these steps:

1. Adopt a written policy mandating that every player 
and coach (or every official, for Officials’ Associations) 
who participates in the organization’s activities is a 
current US Lacrosse member and that their membership 
is effective for the entire season

a. The membership policy should be written into the 
organization’s by-laws or written guidelines.

b. Registration forms or applications should require 
each participant to provide proof of membership (ID 
# and expiration date) to be allowed to join any 
practices, games or activities

2. Demonstrate substantial compliance by having 
a systematic approach to verify membership before 
the participant is cleared for any practices, games or 
activities

a. Electronic Management: Manage all membership 
registrations and verifications electronically through 
USLaxTeams.com, League Athletics or similar 
program. Contact US Lacrosse’s Membership 
Department for assistance in setting up this program.

b. Manual Management:
 o Team Registrar does a pre-season check and a mid-

season check that all participants’ membership is in 
force

 o No player, coach or official is allowed to participate 
in activities until he/she has confirmed US Lacrosse 
membership

 o Team Registrar maintains copies of all proofs of USL 
membership and verifies membership through the US 
Lacrosse website

3. For Leagues: Ensure that all teams within the league 
follow the above steps in order to secure liability 
coverage for the league as a whole, and for the league 
board and league volunteers.

What can I do to guarantee Peace of 
Mind?
One of the most common questions we receive is from teams 
or leagues who do mandate 100% membership is, “What 
if?” What if a new player joins the team mid-season and 
it turns out they are not a member of US Lacrosse? What if 
some players’ memberships expire during the season and at 
claim time it is discovered that not all participants are 100% 
members of US Lacrosse?

These conscientious organizations want an additional 
guarantee that liability coverage will be there even though 
they already use their best efforts to enforce the guidelines 
above. That guarantee is now available as the “Peace of 
Mind” endorsement.

The “Peace of Mind” endorsement is now available to 
“lock in” liability coverage for lacrosse organizations

http://uslaxteams.com/guest-usl/default.asp
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How does it work?
The endorsement formally adds your organization as an 
Additional Insured to US Lacrosse General Liability policy at a 
cost of $50 per endorsement per policy term. Coverage is in 
effect the day after we receive payment until December 31st 
of that same calendar year. Coverage is not automatically 
renewed; the organization must re-apply every year. Those 
purchasing this option will receive a copy of the endorsement 
naming them as Additional Insured which provides them with 
a guarantee of coverage.

Who is Eligible?
Only teams, leagues and officials’ associations who certify 
that they follow the guidelines above and who mandate 
100% membership in US Lacrosse can purchase the 
endorsement.

How to get Peace of Mind?
Click on the following link:

Apps.RPSBollinger.com/Lax/Online-Orders/
LAXPeaceOfMind.aspx?

Note: Organizations who follow the guidelines on the 
preceding page will still be covered by the General Liability 
policy at no additional cost. However, for those who want 
an additional guarantee of coverage, this Peace of Mind 
endorsement may be purchased.

What happens In the event of a 
Claim or Lawsuit?
If a lacrosse association is named in a lawsuit or is involved 
in a liability claim, US Lacrosse’s liability insurer will ask for 
a roster of all participants to verify 100% membership status. 
If the team or league can demonstrate their adherence to the 
100% membership guidelines, then they will be considered 
to be fully covered by the terms of the liability policy, even if 
a participant may have slipped through the cracks.

If, on the other hand, the roster is checked and shows a 
significant number of participants not registered with US 
Lacrosse -- then they would not be considered an insured 
organization, and the claim would be denied.

Organizations who have purchased the Peace of Mind 
endorsement will still have to provide a copy of their roster at 
claim time. However, liability coverage will not be affected if 
some participants do not have current membership status.

As you can see, it is important to make 100% membership 
a priority within your lacrosse association. US Lacrosse’s 
Insurance Program has been developed for the benefit of all 
its members ~ make sure your team, league or association 
takes advantage of all that the program has to offer!

Where to Find Safety & Risk 
Management Information
In addition to this Guide to the US Lacrosse Insurance 
Program, the Insurance/Risk Management committee of US 
Lacrosse has also compiled a Risk Management Manual 
(called the ‘Risk Manual’) for the benefit of all members, staff 
and constituents of US Lacrosse.

Please refer to the Risk Manual for best practices in safety 
protocols, general risk management and policies of US 
Lacrosse. The Risk Manual can be found on the US Lacrosse 
web site at:

RPSBollinger.com/Forms-Apps/US-Lacrosse-Forms-
Apps/

https://apps.rpsbollinger.com/lax/online-orders/LAXPeaceOfMind.aspx?
https://apps.rpsbollinger.com/lax/online-orders/LAXPeaceOfMind.aspx?
https://www.rpsbollinger.com/forms-apps/us-lacrosse-forms-apps/
https://www.rpsbollinger.com/forms-apps/us-lacrosse-forms-apps/
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RPS Bollinger Lacrosse Insurance 
Team
Abigail Panciello Senior Lacrosse Administrator

Abigail_Panciello@RPSins.com ext. 8080

Martha McClellan Sports Administrator

Martha_McClellan@RPSins.com ext. 8285

Cathy Fonseca Vice President

Cathy_Fonseca@RPSins.com ext. 8124

Brian Spear Accident Claims Manager

Brian_Spear@RPSins.com ext. 8110

Phil D’Amato Liability Claims Supervisor

Phil_Damato@RPSins.com ext. 8195

Lori Windolf Crispo President

Lori_Crispo@RPSins.com ext. 8105

US Lacrosse Guide to the Insurance 
Program - Disclaimer
The US Lacrosse Guide to the Insurance Program is designed 
as an overview of US Lacrosse’s membership insurance plans 
that pertain to the play of lacrosse and related activities. The 
guide is intended for the exclusive use of us lacrosse and its 
members to aid their understanding and to encourage proper 
usage of the US Lacrosse insurance program.

Although the guide describes each of the insurance 
coverages that members receive automatically with 
membership in US Lacrosse, it does not provide all terms 
and conditions of these policy coverages. Only the actual 
policies can provide that information. Therefore, if there is 
any discrepancy in terms, conditions or coverage between 
the guide and the insurance policies themselves, the terms as 
written under the actual policies will prevail.

If, after reading through this guide, a member would like 
to see a copy of the policies, US Lacrosse requires that the 
member sign a non-disclosure agreement (NDA) in order 
to do so. The intent of the NDA is to protect the unique 
and competitive coverage information that US Lacrosse has 
developed over a period of many years in order to provide 
the best program of lacrosse insurance available in today’s 
market.

Note: US Lacrosse is not an insurance company and does 
not sell insurance. The insurance policies referenced in this 
document are purchased by US Lacrosse for its business 
operations and coverage is extended to currently registered 
members as a benefit of membership in the organization 
(with the exception of fan members and international 
members, who are not eligible for insurance). US Lacrosse 
retains the right to amend or change the terms of these 
policies and the coverages offered to members at any time, 
without restriction.

Any questions on the insurance program or insurance 
claims should be directed to US Lacrosse’s insurance 
program administrator, RPS Bollinger – Sports & Leisure, at 
800.446.5311; by email at Lacrosse@RPSins.com; or visit 
the US Lacrosse insurance and risk management page on the 
web site at

USLacrosse.org/Membership/Insurance.aspx
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Knowledge,
 Relationships,
 Trust and
 Confidence.

RPS BOLLINGER
150 JFK Pkwy., PO Box 390
Short Hills, NJ 07078 - 1379
Ph: 800.446.5311 • Fax: 973.921.2876
RPSBollinger.com

http://www.RPSBollinger.com

