
                                      8U Rules 

 

A spring loaded Louisville Slugger Portable Pitching Machine will be used. 
a. The pitching machine is placed at 30 ft and operated by a coach of the team that is batting. 
b. The front two legs of the machine must be placed in front of the pitching rubber (best if up 
against the front edge of the rubber or at least the front edge of any underground base for the 
pitching rubber). 
 

Each batter will be pitched a maximum of 6 pitches. If still at the plate after the 6th pitch has 
been thrown, the batter will be declared out. Balls and strikes are not called, only the amount of 
pitches thrown will be counted. A batter can strike out swinging. 
 
A safely hit ball to the infield will allow both the batter and all base runners to advance one base 
with the liability of being put out. 
 
A safely hit ball to the outfield, whether in the air, on the ground, or after being touched by a 
defensive player (ball must reach the outfield grass) allows both the batter and all base 
runners to advance 2 bases with the liability of being put out. 

 

No lead may be taken. Base runners may not steal. 

A defensive player will occupy the pitchers position on either side of the adult pitcher. Player 
must stay inside (both feet) the pitcher’s circle until the ball is hit. 
 
Any batted ball touching the adult pitcher will constitute play being halted and no pitch being 
declared. The batter will return to the plate and resume the previous count, all base runners will 
return to the bases previously occupied. The adult pitcher must immediately attempt to get 
out of the way of defensive players once the ball has been pitched, and cannot impede a 
player from making a catch of throw. If it is believed that the adult pitcher has violated 
this rule, the batter will be called out and all base runners returned to the base that they 
previously occupied. 

 

Coaches are allowed to be on the field to provide instruction when his/her team is on defense. 
The coach in the infield must position him/herself behind the infielders. One coach may be 
stationed at home plate while a team is on offense to help the batter. A first base coach and a 
third base coach are also permitted on the field. A coach must operate the pitching machine 
while on offense. If a coach that is on the field with the defensive team is struck by a 
batted ball, the batter and all base runners will be awarded (2) bases. 

 

Games will be 3-4 innings in length. No new inning will begin after 75 minutes. 
 
There will be no infield fly rule in this division 
A continuous batting order is to be used (all players bat). • ½ inning changes after each batter 

has had an at bat.  • Last batter rounds the bases. Should a player be unable to take her turn 
at bat for any reason, proceed to the next scheduled batter without penalty. The player that was 



unable to take her turn at bat is out of the lineup, and cannot return to that game. Free 
defensive substitutions.  
 
Each player that throws the bat will be given one warning, the next time the same player throws 

the bat, an out will be recorded whether the ball was hit or not. If the ball was safely hit, all base 
runners will return to the base that they previously occupied. When warnings are necessary, the 
umpire will inform the coach that a warning has been given, and will record the player's uniform 
number on his/her line up card. 
 
Pitching distance will be 30 feet for this division. Base distance will be 50 ft. 
 
11” SOFTY optic yellow softballs (USA Softball Approved) will be used 
 
10 defensive players in the field, 6 in the infield, 4 in the outfield. The four outfielders do not 
necessarily need to be on the outfield grass in order to be considered an outfielder; however 
they must play behind the infielders, not alongside of them. 
 
There will be no tag up and advance on a pop fly caught by an infielder. A pop up or fly ball 
must be caught behind the infielders, by an outfielder in order for a runner to tag up and 
advance. 
 

 

                                      


