
 

June 2016      

It’s almost time for 

Hockey! 

The 2016-17 Season starts on  

October 2! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Board Members Elected 

At Valley's Annual Meeting & Election 
on May 24, 2016, the following 
members were elected: 
 
President:   
John Sacks 
Secretary:   
Jillian Scheer 
Director of Coaches:  
Jamie Sasenbury 
Director of Referees:   
Garth Werner 
At Large Board Members:   
Kevin Cooke 
Henry Dotterer 
Bill Sanzone 
Ray Wimer 
 
To outgoing Board members, Pete 
Thomson, Carmen Malone, Jay Durand, 
and Rob Zettler – thank you for your 
service! And thank you for continuing 
to serve. 
 
 
Valley Youth Hockey Association 
valleyyouthhockey.com 

 

2016-17 Season Registration Information 

Registration is now online and it is open! All players must register with 
USA Hockey first. After you obtain your player’s confirmation number, 
register with Valley at valleyyouthhockey.com. More registration 
details are on the following pages. (Registration for First Goals and First 
Strides will open soon. It will be announced!) 

 

IN-PERSON REGISTRATION 

When:   Wednesday, July 6, and Monday, July 11, from 5:30-7:00 pm  

Where:  Onondaga Nation Arena. 

 

Valley Tier Change 

The Valley Youth Hockey Association is now a USA Hockey Tier II 
program. We are very pleased to be part of the NYS Central Section Tier 
II division. This change from Tier III to Tier II will add player development 
value to our growing program by providing a higher level of competition 
that will challenge our players and coaches.  This positive change is a 
result of the continued focus on player development and the Valley 
Youth Hockey Association’s commitment to growing hockey in Central 
New York.  

-Jamie Sasenbury, VYHA Director of Coaches 

 

Parent Survey Upgrades and Enhancements 

Valley values its member feedback and takes parental input very 
seriously.  Our organization uses parent feedback during the coach 
selection process and to improve our overall program. Unfortunately, 
we have discovered that the anonymity of our surveys has been abused 
in the past few years for purposes other than improving our program. 
Therefore, to protect the integrity of your feedback, we will subscribe 
to eSurveysPro and make use of their comprehensive security features 
and enhanced survey capabilities.  

This season each guardian whose email is included in their player’s 
family record will receive unique invitations for Valley’s traditional mid-
season and end-of-season evaluations. The surveys will no longer be 
completely anonymous, but Valley will still keep responses confidential 
when reviewing feedback (names will not be attached to reports). The 
survey invitations will be sent to you from eSurveysPro.  

 

 

http://www.valleyyouthhockey.com/
mailto:valleyyouthhockey.com


 

Fees 

Registration fees will remain the same this 
season for all teams. 

VYHA is excited to have a special offer for 
families this season.  Anyone registered by July 
15th* and paid in full by September 15th will be 
entered into a drawing.  The drawing will consist 
of TEN $100.00 McKie Sports gift cards.  All ten 
names will be drawn on September 22nd. 

*”Registered” means that your player’s travel 
deposit (if travel player) has been received, the 
first installment payment of registration fees has 
been received, your player’s jersey order (if 
needed) has been made, and registration 
information is complete. 

 

Payments 

This season we will again offer the ability to 
make scheduled payments. In order to receive a 
$50 discount from the base registration fee, you 
must pay in full at one of our in-person  

 

registration sessions on July 6 or July 11, or 
online by July 15.  

After Sept. 30, a $25 late fee will be added to 
your account. 

Checks may be mailed to our PO Box address: 

Valley Youth Hockey Association (VYHA) 
PO Box 15494 
Syracuse, NY 13215 

 

 

Forms 

Parent consent/acknowledgment forms have 
been incorporated. Don’t forget to review the 
policies and scroll down to the check boxes! You 
will be able to upload the Consent to Treat Form 
and photos or scans of birth certificates and 
release forms (if necessary). If uploading files is 
not convenient, you may email them to the 
Registrar, mail them to our PO Box address, or 
bring them to one of our two in-person 
registration sessions. 

http://s3.amazonaws.com/files.leagueathletics.com/Text/Documents/18846/57332.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.leagueathletics.com/Text/Documents/18846/52261.pdf
mailto:valleyyouthhockey@gmail.com
http://valleyyouthhockey.com/Page.asp?n=91731&org=valleyyouthhockey.com


 

First Strides Schedule for the 2016-17 Season 

Valley’s Learn to Skate program is called “First 

Strides” and each session includes six classes 

held on Saturday mornings. Many of Valley’s 

hockey players acquired their passion for 

skating from our First Strides program! 

Session I Dates: 

11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 12/3, 12/10, 12/17 

 

Session II Dates: 

1/7, 1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2/4, 2/11 

Online registration will open after the season 

starts and it will be announced on Valley’s 

website and Facebook page. 

 

Please also complete the online registration for 
yourself and the other primary guardian for your 
player(s) so that every member has a complete 
record and is able to receive notifications. If you 
do not have easy access to a computer, one will 
be available at our in-person registration for 
your use, or you may email us to make other 
arrangements. 

 

New Teams This Season 

Valley will field two single-birth-year travel teams 

at the bantam level for the upcoming season at 

Valley. Bantam Major (2002) will be coached by  

 

 

Blair White, and Bantam Minor (2003) will be 

coached by Randell Denton.  

Valley will again have two single birth-year teams 

at the squirt and peewee levels, and split-season 

16U and 18U teams. Our Tier I State Champions, 

the 12U Girls team, will be Girls 14U:Tier I this 

season! 

Our wildly successful new Recreational League 

(a.k.a. First Goals) will return in November. Stay 

tuned for details! 

 

 

 

 

 
2016-17 Valley Home Tournament Dates 

 
Oct. 29-30  
Nov. 26-27  

 

Pumpkin Power Play 
Mite Turkey Tourney 

 
Valley’s raffle was a very successful fundraiser 
last season so we are doing it again! Each player 
will receive 4 tickets this season for a total of 
$100, and they may be re-sold, like last season. 
Details will be published on Valley’s website 
before the season begins. 

Mandatory Volunteering 
 
We need all hands on deck! Parents must choose at 
least one area in which you can help out. Including 
this requirement within the registration process 
will speed up organizing and communicating with 
everyone about events. Valley asks all families to 
contribute at least five hours of volunteer services 
this season. If circumstances this year make it far 
too stressful for you to commit your time and 
energy, you may choose to “opt-out” and donate to 
Valley to help us cover for your absence. 
 
Thank you for your understanding and for your 
support for Valley Hockey. Best wishes to all for a 
fun season! 
 



 

TRY ON SAMPLE JERSEYS 

Sample jerseys are available for players to 

try on to determine your player's correct 

size before ordering. The jerseys will 

be available to try on at the pro shop at 

Onondaga Nation Arena. Call for daily 

hours – their summer hours depend on 

their LAX schedule! (315) 498-6813  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR 

SHOULDER PADS TO TRY ON UNDER THE 

JERSEYS!  

Jerseys are $130 per set including name 

plates, numbers, and two sets of socks. A 

single jersey with name plate, number, and 

socks costs $65. 

 

Jersey Orders 

Jersey orders will be taken as part of 

registration. Since they will be customized 

with your player’s name and number, please 

do take advantage of the opportunity to try 

on samples.  You will need to specify your 

player’s jersey size, sock size, the surname on 

the back of the jersey, and a selection of 

preferred numbers. 

If your player would like to keep the number 

he/she used last season, please indicate that 

on the registration form. Your player can also 

choose up to three (3) other preferred 

numbers, but there is no guarantee that any 

of the numbers will be available. We will 

prioritize requests for previously-used 

numbers, but we will need to allow older birth 

years to choose first in order to avoid 

duplicate numbers on split-year teams. We 

will do our utmost to give players one of their 

preferred numbers! 

Your player’s jersey order will be submitted to 

the vendor after your player is registered and 

the amount of the first scheduled payment is 

received. 

 

Jersey & Sock Size Guidelines 
(Suggested sock sizes are in parentheses) 
 
MITES 
YS - Smaller sized player (20”) 
YM - Medium sized player (22”) 
YL - Larger sized player (22”) 
 
SQUIRTS 
YL - Smaller sized player (24”) 
YXL - Medium sized player (24”) 
AS - Larger sized player (25”)  
 
PEEWEE 
AS - Smaller sized player (25”) 
AM - Medium sized player (26”) 
 
BANTAM 
AM - Smaller to Medium sized player (28”) 
AL - Medium to Larger sized player (28”) 
 
MIDGET 
AL to AXXL jerseys (30 & 32”) 

Links to information about jersey numbers: 
 
VYHA Jersey Number Policy 
 
Available Jersey Numbers 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/files.leagueathletics.com/Text/Documents/18846/69263.pdf
https://leagueathletics.com/Documents.asp?n=75169&org=valleyyouthhockey.com


Valley Members Honored 

18U player, Colby Skrupa, was named a member 
of the All-CNY Hockey Team for this past season. 
Congrats, Colby!  
 
Former Valley coach and Board member, John 
Purcell, was also honored – Coach Purcell was 
named “Coach of the Year, National Conference”. 
Congratulations to Syracuse Cougars Coach 
Purcell! 

 

 

    

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

From Coach Jay Durand: 

The two best moments from last season were going to Coach 

Bill Eccles' former school (Clarkson) and beating the defending 

NYS champions Louisville with only nine skaters and playing 

Palisades in the NYS championship to a double overtime 

shootout loss. Palisades won States this year.... We are very 

proud of the players....lots of grit... 

Colby Skrupa Coach John Purcell 

From Coach Neal Purcell: 

The 16U team was able to come back from a 

slow start to come within one win of making 

the State Tournament. The team was really 

able to come together and play great hockey 

down the stretch highlighted by beating 

Onondaga 2-0, the eventual State runner up. 

With a solid mix of returning players and 

younger kids coming up, the 16u players and 

staff want nothing less than a state 

tournament berth for next year.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From Manager Carmen Malone: 

The Valley Bantam Travel team had a very 

successful season against strong competition!  

They won the inaugural Valley Bantam Fall 

Invitational Tournament, the Saratoga Youth 

Hockey Invitational and beat a number of  

Canadian teams while in Ottawa.   The coaches, 

players and families enjoyed their time together 

both on and off the ice. 

 

 



 

 

   Bantam-White 

  

From Manager Laura Centore: 

The Snowbelt Bantam team of 2015-16 had a terrific 

season!  Led by coaches Blair White, Will O’Malley, 

Scott Jesmore, Mike Strand and Vince Massaro, this group 

of 20 young men really developed into a fantastic 

team.  The season started off with some challenges to be 

sure.  With such a large team, including a few skaters that 

were brand new to hockey, they had their work cut out for 

them.  But as the season progressed, it was clear 

that these young men were bonding into a cohesive unit, 

and were getting better every game.  The Snowbelt 

standings showed the results of these efforts as well, with 

10 wins, 4 ties and only 2 losses during the league 

games.  The team goalies Cal and Sebastian were 

amazing, with only 30 goals scored against them in all of 

the league games combined.   

 
These guys had their share of fun as well!  They 

played in 3 tournaments, starting right in with a 

Thanksgiving Tournament at Lysander.  Then 

in January they played in the Empire Cup 

Tournament in Rochester, which pitted them 

against very strong teams from Buffalo and 

Canada.  The season ended off at the Big 

Thaw tournament, where they went 

undefeated!  They had a great team party at 

Dave & Busters, thanked their coaches, and 

were sad to see the season end! 

 



  

Peewee-Pelsue 

From Coach TJ Pelsue: 

The Valley PeeWee Snowbelt Red Team had an extremely 

fun and successful year. Our team finished with an overall 

record of 32 wins, 12 losses, and 5 ties while outscoring our 

opponents by a margin of 264-97. We capped off our year 

by winning the the year end Boulter Classic Tournament in 

Rochester with a thrilling 3-1 victory in the Championship 

game against the host team Webster Cyclones on their 

home rink. It was a fitting finale for all the hard work put in 

by all the players all year.    



From Coach Henry Dotterer: 

The 2003 travel team, launched in the 

2015-16 season, enjoyed an outstanding 

first season. With a focus on 

development, hard work and smart play -

- and benefiting from a generous amount 

of home games and practices -- the team 

was able to make consistent progress 

throughout the season, moving up a full 

18% points in the MyHockey rankings. By 

the end of the season the team was one 

of the most competitive Tier III teams in 

the state, earning the right to represent 

central section in the state tournament, 

where the team won its first three games  

Peewee Major 
(03) 

 

before getting knocked out of the 

semi-finals, in overtime, by the 

eventual champion. The now 

tightly-bonded team was happy to 

welcome several additional players 

for the coming season. We look 

forward to another fun and 

productive year of hockey. 

 



   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

From Coach Mucha: 

Girls Tier 1, 12U won the New York State 

Championship (for the second year in a row) and 

made it to the semi-finals of the National 

Tournament in Boston, before losing to the 

eventual National Champion Chicago Young 

Americans. 

 

12U Girls Are State Champions! AGAIN!! 

Girls 12U:Tier I 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From Manager Christine Haslam: 

Our team was made up of mostly 1st year Pee Wee players. 

We watched our players improve and grow into a highly 

functioning team. Team Champion started the season 

strong, and definitely gave the parents some scares. When it 

counted the team rallied to get the job done. 



 

Peewee Minor (04) 

  

From Coach Jamie Sasenbury: 

The Valley 04 Peewee travel team had an 

outstanding season, winning 3 tournaments 

and finishing 2nd in two other tournaments. 

The 04s were not only ranked 1st in the NYS 

Tier II ranking, but also ranked as a top Tier II 

team in the national rankings. 

Peewee Minor 
(04) 
 



    

    

  

 

From Coach Mike Donlin: 

The Valley Squirt Major team capped another successful 

season with a championship victory in the CNY Squirt 

Showdown. The Eagles were unbeaten in games with 

Central Section teams. Outside the area, the 2005 team 

matched up with top teams from New York and beyond. 

Notable results include wins over the Rochester Monarchs 

AAA, Team Comcast (NJ) AAA and ties with North Franklin. 

 

Squirt Major 
(05) 



    

                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  



  

From Coach Rob Rioux: 
 
The Valley Squirt White team banded together 
to play their best hockey at the end of the 
season. During the JAM weekend they worked 
together to win the tournament and the 
following weekend took home the 
championship trophy in a tournament in 
Webster. They out-scored their opponents 3 to 
1 in the tournaments. With their outstanding 
end of year performance the team finished 18-
19-1 and proved to themselves how rewarding 
it can be to persevere in the face of adversity 
and how in the end hard work pays off.  

 



  

Coaches Hayden & Lorraine: 
Kids had an incredible time - Hockey at its best, lots 
of smiles and laughs. We had a wide range of skill 
levels to start and by the end everyone was able to 
get in the game and enjoy it. 
 



  

Awesome mite photos by Jana Schalk! 



 

 

  



Mite Blue 2 

Calder Cup Moment 
from Coach Derek Dunford 

Mite White 2 

From Coach Boynton: 

The mite white 2 team had a great 2015-2016 Season. Our players learned a lot this year from the ADM program and 

enjoyed the competition with the other Mite teams at valley. Everyone had a chance to suit up for goalie and we had a 

few standouts in net. 

The improvement in our young athletes’ skating and stick handling skills was incredible. 

Hope to see everyone next season! 

Valley Hanson Sisters 



  



  

Coach Werner: 

 

The IP/Mini-Mites had a great 

season.    Lots of skating practice and 

games with sharks & minnows, kids 

vs. coaches, soccer balls, rings and 

superhero slides.   We also organized 

some cross-ice hockey games with 

Midstate, Lysander, and Camillus IPs 

and Mini-mites.    The season 

wrapped up with an all-star skills 

competition and pizza party. 



  



Coach Reimbursement 

1. Register now 

2. VYHA will reimburse all rostered coaches for 

this cost after January 1. 

3. USA Hockey Registration is required to 

access the Age-Specific Modules 

3) Get Screened by NYSAHA ($23) 

1. If you need to be screened, see this link 

2. If you were last screened in 2014 or earlier, 

you need to be rescreened. 

3. To check your screening status, and get your 

screening number: 

i.     see this link, and click on the ‘Volunteers 

List’ at the bottom of page 

4. VYHA does NOT reimburse for this cost 

4)     Find a coaching clinic to attend if necessary 

($40) 

1. http://www.usahockey.com/page/show/892

976-coaching-clinics 

2. Scroll down and search for an available clinic 

and register 

3. VYHA will reimburse for this cost after 

January 1, with receipt/proof of completion 

4. If you need to recertify your Level 3, see this 

link 

5. If attending Level 4, VYHA will only 

reimburse with PRIOR board approval 

5) Complete the necessary Age-Specific Module 

($10) 

1. http://www.usahockey.com/page/show/892

966-age-specific-modules 

2. Must be completed before December 31 to 

continue coaching for rest of season. 

3. These modules are time consuming (~6 

hours) so plan accordingly. 

4. Once begun, you have 30 days to complete 

the module 

5. VYHA does NOT reimburse for this cost 

6) Complete SAFESPORT training. This is a free 

course and is good for two years. You can register 

and complete using the following link: SAFESPORT 

link 

Upon completion of each step, please forward 

confirmation email / documentation to VYHA 

Director of Coaches, Jamie Sasenbury at 

jsasenbury@syracusecadets.com  

  

https://www.usahockeyregistration.com/login_input.action
http://www.commercialinvestigationsllc.com/VSSNYSAHA
http://www.nysaha.com/page/show/886605-screening-policy
http://www.usahockey.com/page/show/892976-coaching-clinics
http://www.usahockey.com/page/show/892976-coaching-clinics
http://www.usahockey.com/page/show/892995-level-3-recertification
http://www.usahockey.com/page/show/892995-level-3-recertification
http://www.usahockey.com/page/show/892966-age-specific-modules
http://www.usahockey.com/page/show/892966-age-specific-modules
http://training.teamusa.org/store
http://training.teamusa.org/store
mailto:jsasenbury@syracusecadets.com


 

2016 Kurt Kemp Friend of Youth Hockey Award Winner: Scott Jesmore 

 

Help Wanted! 

With all of the amazing programs that Valley Youth Hockey now has to offer it is time to get the word out:  

First Strides - a learn to skate program for our youngest future hockey players 

Initiation Program - a learn to play program for those entering the game 

First Goals - a learn to play program for 9 and up because we want to foster new players love of the game 

Snowbelt Program - age based recreational hockey league with local travel  

Anyone with experience, or even just the desire to help, working on advertising campaigns, marketing 

flyers and/or social media networking please reach out to Tim Jennings (tgj_jennings@hotmail.com) in 

order to join our marketing committee.  VYHA is an all-volunteer organization so we welcome anyone 

willing to help.  We are also seeking those that are well connected within their local community, especially 

within the school districts, so that we can get the word out about Valley Youth Hockey once the Fall rolls 

around.   

If you have any questions please contact Tim.  Thank you. 

 

Scott Jesmore is the winner of this 

year's Kurt Kemp award! Scott served as 

Valley's Scheduler and Webmaster for 

five years, and as Registrar during this 

past season. He has also served as a 

coach and as an invaluable advisor and 

mentor to incoming Board 

members.  Scott also serves on the 

Snowbelt Board and is the Scheduler for 

the entire Snowbelt Organization. He 

has shown a dedication to fairness and 

put a lot of time into planning for best 

use of the ice over the years. We love 

Scott despite the fact that he’s a 

Penguins fan! 

mailto:tgj_jennings@hotmail.com

