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My youth hockey coaching “career” started in the Fall of 1995 at Valley.  I spent seven years 

coaching at various age and competitive levels including one season as the head coach of a 

PeeWee Snowbelt team, three seasons as the Bantam Travel head coach (winning the 

Sectional title two of the three years), and then serving as the Head Coach/Director of the Mites 

and Initiation Program for three years.  I took a few years off as my wife and I started our own 

family.  When my oldest started to play, I jumped back into coaching (  Fall of 2007).  Since then 

I have been a coach (both head coach and assistant coach) at Learn to Play, Mites, Squirt 

Travel, and PeeWee Snowbelt. 

When people ask why I coach hockey, the answer is simple.  I want to give back to the sport 

that gave me so much when I was a kid.  As a kid, I developed a passion for hockey and 

learned a tremendous amount about the game, about teamwork, about work ethic, and other 

“life” skills.  I want to pass along these skills, both hockey-related and life-related, and the 

passion that I have to the next generation of youth hockey players so that when they are 

parents, they will get their kids involved in hockey and give back to the sport themselves. 

My driving philosophy as a coach is that practices are more important than the games.  

Practices are where the kids are on the ice more, touch the puck more, and have more time to 

gain experience.  It is a time when we, coaches and players, can work together without the 

pressure of the game.  As such, the practices have to be fun, challenging, and exciting.  My goal 

for each practice is to continue to work on the fundamental skills while building on both 

individual and team concepts.  If I can accomplish that goal each practice, the kids will develop 

their hockey skills in a positive atmosphere and they will develop the passion for the sport that 

will be with them their entire lives.  

Another noteworthy hockey experience that I have is that I was asked to be the first American 

Development Model Coordinator for the Central Section.  As the coordinator, I worked with other 

Section coordinators and the NYSAHA ADM Director to develop an implementation plan for the 

ADM across New York. 

 


